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Jesus is for Everyone
19 July 2026
A sermon preached by Canon Peter MacPherson at St Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne, at the 4.00pm service of Baptism, Confirmation and Reception, 19 July 2026:

Readings: Genesis 29:1–14; Romans 9:30–10:4; John 4:5–14

Once when I was the vicar of a local parish church a visitor said to me, “Would it be ok if I came to your church?” Now, how would you reply to such a question? My reply was this. First of all, it is not “my” church. It is God’s church. I just happen to be the minister here. Secondly, church is open to everyone. Anyone can come to this church. So, of course you are welcome.

Perhaps the person asking thought that church was like a private club or a gym and you couldn’t get in unless you were a member. Or perhaps they thought you had to be an Anglican or a Christian or religious in some way. But none of that is true.

On another occasion, I met a gentleman when he was attending a wedding at church. He said, “Well, I thought the roof would fall in when I walked into the church today.” He was expressing how rare it was for him to be in church, and perhaps thinking that God’s judgement would literally fall on him as he entered.

One of the great obstacles to faith is the feeling that we don't qualify. Maybe we’re not from a Christian family, we haven’t read the Bible. Maybe we don’t have life sorted, we’ve made mistakes in the past. We’re not good enough, not holy enough, and we’re not from the right background. There are all sorts of false ideas that keep people away from faith and from church.

That is why today is such a joyful day. In our service this afternoon we are celebrating that Jesus is for everyone. In baptism and confirmation we see that Jesus calls ordinary people to faith. Not perfect people. Not people with the right credentials. But regular people. People from different backgrounds, with different hopes, who still have lots of questions and lots to learn. Jesus’ invitation goes out to everyone and today we are celebrating how some among us have accepted that invitation.

In the ancient world, the village well was a meeting place. It functioned a bit like a café or the shopping centre. People came to the well not only for water but also for conversation, news and sometimes even romance.

In our first reading from Genesis, Jacob arrives at a well. He's far from home, uncertain about his future, and there he meets Rachel who will in years to come, become his wife. This is a crucial meeting that will change Jacob & Rachel’s lives and is the beginning of a new chapter in God's big plan.

Then in our Gospel reading from John 4, centuries later, another traveller arrives at another well. This meeting will also change a life – that of a Samaritan woman – and it is also part of a new chapter in God’s big plan. For in this story we see Jesus talking to this Samaritan woman and this meeting will tell us something wonderfully simple: that Jesus is for everyone.

You may not notice it at first but when Jesus sat at that well he was crossing a number of boundaries. It’s really quite an astonishing meeting.

First, there was a geographical boundary. Unlike most Jews, Jesus travelled into Samaria. Many Jews went the long way around Samaria simply to avoid it. There were centuries of hostility between Jews and Samaritans. They distrusted one another. They worshipped differently and they were suspicious of each other’s faith. Yet Jesus deliberately walks straight into Samaria. Because God's love doesn't stop at borders.

In Genesis 29 Jacob had to go to a particular place and a particular well to find his family, find a wife, find where he belonged. But when Jesus sits at the Samaritan well he is saying that God is not restricted geographically. You don’t have to go to a certain place or come from a certain place to find God. Christians can come from anywhere in the world and can find God and God’s people anywhere in the world. Christian faith is not restricted to Europe, Australia or America. And that’s because Jesus is for everyone. There is no geographical border for Jesus.

Secondly, Jesus crossed an ethnic boundary. John tells us that "Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans." (Jn 4:9) They stayed in their own lanes. They deliberately kept away from one another. This wasn't simply cultural difference. It was racial prejudice.

Yet Jesus asks this Samaritan woman for a drink. One simple request followed by a conversation. And gradually a wall of prejudice and suspicion begins to crumble.

It is in this conversation that Jesus tells her that what he offers is “living water.” (Jn 4:10) In this wonderfully simple metaphor, Jesus is saying that he offers new life, living water. He will go on in John 7 to say that this living water is connected to the life of the Spirit in us, bringing new life and cleansing, the very things we are celebrating in baptism and confirmation. And he is offering this new life, this living water to a despised Samaritan woman. He is showing us here that you don’t have to come from a particular ethnic or cultural background to be welcomed by Jesus. He has broken down those barriers.

Tonight we are witnessing how the church is still a multicultural community. We have 17 different candidates, from a number of different countries. Our staff here at the Cathedral also come from varied ethnic backgrounds including Australia, India, Scotland, South Sudan, England, Iran, Malaysia, China and Germany. Last Sunday our morning preacher was a priest from an Indigenous Australian background.

Jesus is not restricted geographically and he is not restricted ethnically.

Jesus is for everyone.

Thirdly, Jesus crossed a social boundary. A Jewish rabbi normally didn't sit alone talking to a woman he didn't know. Yet Jesus does. He gives her dignity. He listens. He engages her in serious theological conversation. He treats her with respect as someone made in God’s image.

Throughout the gospels we see Jesus welcoming people who might be socially outcast or marginalised in some way. Tax collectors, Pharisees, lepers, demon-possessed, women & children, Romans, prostitutes, the poor & sick. Everyone is welcome at his table. No one is left out. Jesus crosses all sorts of social boundaries because Jesus is for everyone.

And finally there was a spiritual boundary. This woman knew she wasn't living the life God intended. Later in the story Jesus gently uncovers the brokenness of her relationships. She carries shame. She has disappointments. Yet Jesus does not condemn her. Instead he offers her living water so she can clean up her life.

He offers grace before judgement. Hope before shame. Life; not condemnation. He is helping this woman and us to see that grace liberates. Living water cleanses.

The Apostle Paul explains it in a different way in Romans 9 & 10, showing that Christianity is a life of faith not of law. This is what gives us joy – serving God with faith and freedom, rather than being burdened by a whole lot of religious law. Our candidates have experienced something of this grace and freedom, and are here today to testify that they want to live this life of faith.

They are learning that Christianity is not fundamentally about us climbing our way up to God. It is about God coming down to us in Jesus, just as he came to that Samaritan woman at the well.

As Paul says in Romans 10:4: “Christ is the culmination of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.” (Rom 10:4)

Or to put that another way, everyone who believes in Christ can be right with God. Notice Paul says “everyone.” When I say Jesus is for everyone, I am not making this up as a clever slogan. This is what the Apostle Paul is saying. Jesus is for everyone.

Not everyone who come from a certain country, culture or social group. Not everyone with the right family or religious background. Not everyone who has lived a perfect life. But for everyone who believes.

Let me illustrate what I am talking about from another part of the Bible. Once upon a time Jesus told a story about a king who organized a wedding banquet for his son (Mt 22:1-14). He sent out invitations all over the place. He prepared a lavish meal. But people refused to come – they said they were too busy and they couldn’t take time off work. So the king sent out his servants to invite others. He told his servants to go “into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” (Mt 22:9) They come and the banquet fills up with people who never thought they would be sitting at the king’s table.

That’s a picture of what Jesus is like. His kingdom is filled with unexpected guests. People who come from every walk of life. People like you and me, people like all the candidates today. And we come not because we are good enough or we are the right sort of people. We come because Jesus invites us.

There will be people here today in the Cathedral for whom church is not part of your normal life. You might be here supporting a friend or a family member. Or you are a visitor to Melbourne or just thought you might pop in to see what was going on. Whatever reason has brought you here, and whether or not you would describe yourself as a Christian, I want to say you are very welcome. We’re glad you’re here.

But I also want to encourage you to hear what Jesus is saying. He is inviting everyone here today to a life of faith. The offer of living water, a new life, a life of faith and joy, that offer is for all of you.

Those being baptised, confirmed and received today are not perfect people. They are people who have said yes to Jesus. They have accepted his invitation, and want to live as followers of Jesus from here on. It’s such a simple and yet profound thing they are doing. And you could do that also, if you haven’t already.

The Samaritan woman arrived at the well expecting only water. She left having found the Saviour. Jacob arrived at a well looking for family. He discovered God was there. Paul discovered that righteousness is received through faith, not earned by human effort. Three different stories. One glorious truth: Jesus is for everyone.

Jesus is not confined by where you come from. He is not limited by your ethnicity. He is not fussed about social class or spiritual background. He offers living water to everyone who will receive it.

So today, as we celebrate baptism and confirmation, we are reminded that God's gracious invitation is for all of us. If you would like to know a bit more about Jesus come and see me after the service and I would be delighted to give you this small booklet entitled “Why Jesus?” Or if you would like to ask questions come and speak to me – my name is Peter – or one of the other clergy who are here. We would be delighted to help you. Amen.
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