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Giving Voice to Prayer
By Dean Andreas
On Sunday, 7 November, we were delighted to open the
doors of the Cathedral again to our worshippers. I am
grateful that after the long lockdown we are now in a
position to open again and, thanks to the efficacy of the
Covid-19 vaccines, to stay open.
During our closure to the public we were not idle. We made
sure that ‘the voice of prayer is never silent’, as Clement
Scholefield’s much-loved hymn, The Day thou gavest, puts it.
In fact, we increased our music output during ‘Lockdown
6.0’. Each night at curfew time we broadcast a hymn, a
blessing and an organ postlude to give thanks for the day,
and to pause and pray as night fell. In all we recorded 66
hymns when the lockdown came to an end. Many of you
have told me how important Carols at Curfew was for you.
Thank you so much for writing to us—the team and I were
very encouraged by your kind words.
During lockdown we also worked hard to replace our
organ blower. The old blower was decommissioned at
an—online—Evensong, and the new one blessed four
weeks later at another—online—Evensong. The difference
the new blower makes is very noticeable: the organ has a
much cleaner, crisper sound, and the organists tell me that,
finally, they can pull out all the stops. Which makes for
exhilarating listening, when both the trumpet stop and the
contra-posaune sound at once. The repertoire for Advent
and Christmas gives much opportunity for festive organ
music that will showcase the wonderful Lewis organ under
full steam.
Left: The City of Melbourne Christmas light show illuminates
the belltower.
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As we open up again to our worshippers, we will also be
welcoming back our choristers. We will do so gradually, in
accordance with our Covidsafe plan. We tried and tested
many of the procedures last year, as we reopened in
the Advent Season. But the start and stop of our music
program meant that we have not really yet experienced what
it is like to be under full steam in the music department—
with weekday and Sunday Evensongs, concerts and carols
re-activated.
That process will, of necessity, be gradual and costly. As we
re-open, we rely on your help to meet the additional costs
involved in transitioning from ‘lockdown mode’ to ‘new
normal’. We could not have mastered lockdown without
your help and encouragement. We will need to ask for your
help again to support us transition.
I have just made a donation to the Music Foundation, and I
hope you’ll be able to join me! ■

Use your donation
form to reserve
seats for Carols
Supporters of our Music Foundation are eligible for reserved
access to 2 seats for one of our Services of Lessons and
Carols - at 4pm on Sunday 12 December or 6pm on Friday
24 December. Please indicate on the reverse of the enclosed
donation form whether you would like a seat reserved for
you and one other guest.
Due to significant delays in the post, please consider
returning your donation and booking form by email to
jmcfadyen@stpaulscathedral.org.au.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
At St Paul’s Cathedral

First Sunday of Advent • Sun 28 November
4pm Advent Service of Lessons & Carols
Preacher: The Precentor

Third Sunday of Advent • Sun 12 December
4pm Christmas Lessons & Carols
Preacher: The Dean

Christmas Eve • Fri 24 December
3.00pm Children’s Christmas Service
(Online only)
6.00pm Christmas Carols Service
Preacher: The Dean
8.00pm Mandarin Carols Service
10.00pm The First Eucharist of Christmas
Preacher: The Dean

Christmas Day • Sat 25 December
8.00am BCP Holy Communion and Carols
Preacher: The Archdeacon of Melbourne
10.00am Christmas Choral Eucharist
Preacher: The Archbishop

Another lockdown leads to
renewed vigour to rebuild
By Director of Music Philip Nicholls
In June this year, I wrote:
‘We need your support. $23,000 has been received from
regular donors since the beginning of 2021. We need to
raise another $34,500 by the end of the Financial Year
(30 June) to maintain our desired level of support to the
Cathedral this year.’
Thanks to you, our generous donors, we reached our
fundraising targets to the end of the financial year. Soon
after the new financial year dawned, we went back into
lockdown – having just welcomed the choristers back
after almost 12 months, we needed to lock down again.
And so, having not had regular rehearsals now for almost
18 months, our choirs are not in the shape we woud like
them to be heading into Advent and Christmas.
As we still can have only limited numbers of singers
(and now, singing behind masks), I have invited senior
choristers to join with some lay clerks to present the
Advent and Christmas Carol services (on 28 November
at 4pm, 12 December at 4pm and 24 December at 6pm
respectively) and the remainder of the choral services
for 2021. All these services will be musically noteworthy,
and I’d encourage you to join with us for some services
before the end of the year.
2022 will be a different year to 2020 and 2021: we will
keep singing behind masks as long as we have to, but we
will be able to meet for auditions for new choristers, and
for rehearsals to get our choirs into an even better musical
state than they were in March 2020.
This will not be easy work. Some people think that what
we do is ‘magical’. I can assure you, it is not magic, but just
sheer hard work, and the choristers, current and future,
and I and my colleagues are looking forward to doing this
hard work to rebuild the choirs … again!
During the Covid lockdowns, St Paul’s Cathedral as an
employer took good care of me and my family. That has
meant that I have personally suffered little financial loss
due to Covid, and I have been able to give a generous
donation to the Music Foundation this year. If you are in
a similar position, I would urge you to join me so that we
can meet, and indeed hopefully exceed, again, our targets,
and do the important work of rebuilding, confident in
our resources. ■

This page: after Covid-19 caused delays in shipping and
assembly, the Laukhuff organ blower has been installed
at St Paul’s Cathedral. Remarkably small compared to the
decommissioned one, the blower has met every expectation.

Above: the choir returned to 10am services on November 7.
Below: On November 14 we celebrated the installation of
Revd Canon Glenn Loughrey (right) as Cathedral Canon and
Artist-in-Residence.

LUNCHTIME
CONCERT
SERIES
2 Dec 1pm

Elissa Goodrich
(vibraphone/composer),
Gideon Brazil
(woodwinds), and Elliott
Folvig (electric guitar)
perform a concert of
original music

9 Dec 1pm

Kate Worley, viola, and
Chai Jie Low, piano,
present beloved Romantic
era works

16 Dec 1pm

Howlin’ Wind, flute
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