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The Season of Advent is a time when we give 
thanks for God’s saving work among us. We think 
about God’s saving acts in history, and in that 
knowledge speak of our future salvation. Each 
week, we look back at the example of God’s saving 
work in our world in order to sustain our hopeful 
expectation of God’s return to be our Saviour and 
judge at the end of time. Each week we think about 
how God filled this world with light and love, and 
how He calls us to shed abroad that light and love 

in our actions. Each week we think about how He 
promises to be with us forever. The Season of 
Advent gives voice to the great Christian hope 
that finally we will see the source of our salvation, 
Jesus Christ, face to face at the time when God 
brings in his new creation.

What does God’s new creation look like? In 
the gospels we read how God’s new creation is 
already at work among us, as people’s lives are 

From the Dean
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As we approach the end of another odd year, now 
armed with encouraging vaccination rates, we find 
ourselves placed much as we were at the end of 
2020 with many of the restrictions on how we live 
and work dropping away. Personally, I cannot wait 
until I never get another email with ‘Covid-19’ in 
the subject line. 

At St Paul’s Cathedral, a number of guidelines still 
apply to us. 

Masks
Our friendly front-of-house staff 
will keep wearing face masks, as 
will clergy while administering 
communion. Mask wearing for 

congregants is no longer required except where 
the Cathedral is near, or at, capacity. This means 
we will be asking attendees to be masked for all 
of our Advent and Christmas services. Masks are 
also compulsory at our status-undisclosed service.

As always, those with a medical exemption will not 
be required to wear masks.

Vaccination Status
At the time of writing we are still 
required to check the vaccination 
status of everyone entering the 
building for worship and private 

prayer. This includes our opening hours of 10am-
3pm, Tuesday-Saturday. While fully vaccinated 
services have no density limits, our status 
undisclosed service on Sundays at 1pm has a 
maximum capacity of 50. Attendance at that 
service is managed to ensure there is no overlap 
with congregants from earlier services. 

Please note that individuals with proof of a valid 
medical exemption are considered to be fully 
vaccinated, meaning that they may freely attend 
services as they wish.

Behind the curtain
In the office, we are working 
hard to ensure everyone’s safety. 
Comprehensive cleaning regimes 
make sure that surfaces are sanitised, 

a vaccination register is kept to ensure we remain 
compliant with DHHS rules, and we review our 

confirmed case response procedures with every 
new update released by the state government. We 
encourage everyone to exercise caution, remain 
assiduous in checking in everywhere you go, and 
to wear masks when appropriate, to ensure that 
we stay on top of the virus.

For more information, including acceptable proof 
of vaccination and our updated conditions of 
entry, please visit cathedral.org.au/worship

On behalf of myself of the whole office team at 
St Paul’s, thank you all for your forbearance and 
good cheer when attending in-person worship. I 
know I speak for everyone when I say how glad we 
are to see your faces once again. Have a safe and 
happy Christmas season. 

Joel McFadyen
Cathedral Secretary

For more information go to   
CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Poster updated November 2021

You must wear 
a  face mask  
at this  location

COVIDSafe Settings are in place

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

For more information go to 
CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au

Thank you for doing your part to keep us safe

CERTIFICATE

COVID-19

DIGITAL
Make sure you’ve added your  
COVID-19 digital certificate to the 
Service Vic app or have an alternative 
proof of vaccination status

1. 

Scan the Service Victoria QR code 
or show your alternative proof of 
vaccination status

2. 

Show staff the two green ticks — 
you’re good to go!

3. 

Wait for a staff member to 
confirm it’s OK to enter

4. 

Proof of  
vaccination   
status  required

Poster updated October 2021

Attending In-person
Worship

From the Dean

Attending In-Person Worship 

Congratulations, Canon Glenn!

Making the Brave Decision

Cathedral Climate Action Pledges Met

From Chaplain to Padre: Thank you, 
Revd Matt

City of Melbourne Christmas Projections

November Ordinations

Successful Blower Project Comes to a Close

Nixon’s Noël Brings Christmas Cheer

Advent and Christmas at the Cathedral

1

3

4

6

7

8

9

9

10

10

11

IN THIS ISSUE

The Feast of the Epiphany
Sung Eucharist

The Baptism of our Lord
Sung Eucharist

The Second Sunday after Epiphany
Sung Eucharist with Holy Baptism

Dedication Festival - 
The Conversion of St Paul
Choral Eucharist
Choral Evensong

The Presentation of Our Lord
Choral Eucharist
Choral Evensong

Choral Morning Prayer for the 
Opening of the Legal Year

The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany - 
Lunar New Year
Bilingual Mandarin/English 
Sung Eucharist
Congregational Lunch
Choral Evensong - 
Platinum Anniversary of the 
Accession of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II 

2 Jan
10am

9 Jan
10am

16 Jan
10am

23 Jan

10am
4pm

30 Jan
10am
4pm

31 Jan
9.30am

6 Feb

10am

12pm
4pm

FOR YOUR 2022 DIARY

www.cathedral.org.au/worship

transformed by the good news of Jesus. Each 
person who becomes a follower of Jesus is already 
a seed of the new creation germinating and 
growing in our midst. In the epistles we read how 
the new creation grows across the whole world, 
bearing fruit, much in the same way in which each 
one of us grow in faith and grace when we enter 
into friendship with God. And in the Revelation of 
St John Divine, we read how the new creation will 
be revealed when God returns to come to live with 
humankind forever. The dwelling place of God on 
earth is as boundless as His grace. It encompasses 
entire continents, St John the Divine foretells. 
God’s home among mortals is so large that there 
is room for each person.

It is this earth, and not another earth, that will be 
the home of God among us. St John the Divine 
describes the vision when ‘the kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of our Lord, and 
his Messiah, and He will reign forever and ever’. 
Yes, the world will be renewed by God’s presence 
among us. But the essential fabric of God’s creation 
will remain. Indeed, as our patron Saint Paul assures 
the church in Rome, God’s ‘eternal power and 
divinity have been made known through his works 
since the creation of the world’ (Romans 1.20). 
God’s power is shown in his creation. Therefore 
is incumbent on us to ensure that the world that 
God made so very good is cared for and sustained 
by the people in whose heart God dwells, so that 
it will remain ‘very good’ when he comes to live 
among us at his second Advent.

Over the past eight weeks, during the church’s 
season of Creationtide, we have paid closer 
attention to the plight our planet faces. We have 
considered the Climate Emergency that threatens 
habitats and changes climate patterns. We have 
thought about how the endless extraction of value 
that fuels our consumerist economy causes our 
world to suffer. We have looked at what part each 
one of us can play in making sure that our planet 
is cared for, is cultivated, protected and preserved. 
In the year ahead, we will have more opportunity 
to reflect together and to hold one another to 
account on our ambition to take positive action 
together in order to save our planet. 

And in this season of Advent, I want to invite you 
to think about how you and I can be signs of the 
new creation at work among God’s people. God’s 
new creation begins with each one of us. The 

new creation begins when we know ourselves to 
be God’s own, when we begin to grasp the full 
extent of His grace, when we commit to making 
known His good news that Jesus deigned to be 
robed in the dust of the earth to be our Saviour, 
and show forth that good news through our 
actions of light and love among our neighbours 
and God’s creation. ‘Finish now thy new creation’, 
Charles Wesley sums up this strong and certain 
hope in his much-loved hymn Love Divine, all 
loves excelling, ‘pure and spotless let us be’. When 
we let ourselves be transformed by the good news 
and the experience of God’s grace in our lives we 
live out the true meaning of Advent. Then, our 
eyes may be opened and we may ‘see thy great 
salvation, perfectly restored in thee, changed from 
glory into glory’. ■

Dean Andreas

http://cathedral.org.au/worship
http://www.cathedral.org.au/worship/
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The Revd Glenn Loughrey was installed as a Cathedral Canon and the next Artist in Residence, on Sunday 
14th November 2021 during the 10am Sung Eucharist. Canon Glenn is a Wiradjuri man and is the first 
Aboriginal Canon in the history of the Cathedral. The appointment was made at the August meeting of the 
Cathedral Chapter and the ongoing lockdown in Melbourne meant his installation was delayed. We are 
delighted to welcome Glenn into this new role.

‘I am both excited and humbled to be appointed as the Cathedral Canon – Artist in 
Residence and to be the first to represent First Nations People in the Mother Church 
of the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne in this way. Creativity is central to both my 
traditions (Anglican and Wiradjuri) and I look forward to watching what comes into 
being within the Cathedral and the Diocese as a result of this appointment’.

- Revd Canon Glenn Loughrey

CONGRATULATIONS, CANON GLENN!
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n the September edition of Notes and News, we 
encouraged the Prime Minister to take urgent 

action to halt climate change, and explained what 
we at the Cathedral are doing for our part. Since 
then, COP26 has given a platform to some of the 
foremost experts on climate change. They made it 
very clear just how pressing the need for action is.

Though that summit presented a global 
perspective, we need not look further than our 
own environment to see it. 

At the end of November, the federal government 
resolved to commit $50 million to open up the 
Beetaloo gas fields, effectively subsidising fracking 
on First Nations land in the Northern Territory. This 
is a stark contrast to the clear mandate at COP26: 
opening new coal and gas will be disastrous. The 
Beetaloo gas fields could increase Australia’s 
emissions by as much as 13%, the Sydney Morning 
Herald has reported. 

In an open letter to the government, Traditional 
Owners from the Northern Territory expressed 
their resistance to further oil and gas exploration, 
citing the many instances in which the companies 
responsible have failed their communities. The 
issue of climate justice is also one of reconciliation 
and human justice. The two cannot be separated. 

As we heard at COP26, financial divestment from 
the fossil fuel industry is of paramount importance. 
We can all of us reduce our own emissions and 

take individual action, but only the state and 
federal governments of our country can make 
that brave choice to let go of fossil fuel and fund 
instead clean energy solutions. That is not to say 
that advocacy holds no power, however. We have 
seen the impact even small actions can have. In 
the same month that the government committed 
millions of dollars to opening Beetlaloo, just 
two brave young individuals successfully and 
peacefully disrupted the Port of Newcastle, the 
world’s largest coal port. Together we can be 
powerful advocates for change. 

There is abundance enough in this home of ours to 
make possible a network of renewable resources, 
and to finally turn our backs on the emissions that 
are destroying our world. Making these decisions 
will not come without challenges. We will all have 
to shoulder the weight of educating ourselves, and 
others close to us. We will have to learn to hear 
and amplify the voices of the experts who agree 
what must be done to avert catastrophe. And we 
will have to have those difficult conversations with 
those we know to be sceptical of climate change. 
I hope that we may all lead with that example as 
Christians and make clear the need to act now.

Let us be the ones that inspire future generations 
by our own action, not the ones that rob them of 
their inheritance by inaction. 

Joel McFadyen
Cathedral Secretary

MAKING THE BRAVE DECISION

DIVESTED FROM 
FOSSIL FUEL

INVESTED IN 
GREEN ENERGY

LAST HALOGEN 
LIGHTS TO GO

CATHEDRAL 
CLIMATE ACTION 
PLEDGES MET

HERE IS HOW WE ARE 
PERFORMING ON OUR PLEDGES 
TO REACH NET ZERO EMISSIONS 
AT ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE:

Our fund managers at Anglican 
Funds guarantee that the funds we 
have invested with them do not 
support the fossil fuel industry

The energy at the Cathedral and the 
Deanery is now supplied entirely 
from renewable sources. This 
has added another $6,500 to our 
electricity bill, so do support our 
action by your giving. As a next 
step we are looking at rolling out 
green energy to all clergy homes

We have identified the last 
halogen lights on our precinct — 
the strong security uplights that 
light the Cathedral Perron and 
façade at night. We are currently 
investigating more energy efficient 
alternatives and will need to raise 
funds to invest in their replacement

Let us know what you have been doing 
to reach your own goals, email 
welcome@stpaulscathedral.org.au

On November 30 we celebrated the collation of Ven Dr 
Tim Johnson as Archdeacon of the Yarra, a role he has 
served in since February, in an Evensong service.

Have you spotted this in our livestreams? Advent has 
arrived at the Cathedral with the creation by Canon 
Heather of the beautiful Christmas star, suspended from 
the Moorhouse Tower above the Nave altar.

I
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The Revd Matt Campbell, Senior Chaplain of our 
boys’ choir school, Trinity Grammar School Kew, 
has joined the Australian Defence Forces as a 
Naval Chaplain. At the end of second term, Matt 
made his fond farewell to Cathedral colleagues, 
and prepared to join Navy officer training. 

Matt has been a wonderful colleague at St 
Paul’s, particularly in liaising between the music 
department and our choir school. Thank you for all 
your contributions to the life of our Cathedral. We 
hope to be able to welcome you back to Victoria 
after your training, Padre Matt. ■

At the service of Lament for Women and all Victims 
of Intimate Partner Violence held on 2 December, 
candles were lit as signs of hope. 

From Chaplain to Padre: 
Thank you, Revd Matt

Service of Lament

Above: Dean Andreas and Revd Matt Campbell blessing 
puppies at the Blessing of the Animals service in 2013
Photograph courtesy of TMA

On November 27, 14 priests were 
ordained by the Archbishop at St 
Paul’s Cathedral. In his welcome, 
the Dean gave thanks that the 
ordination was able to proceed in-
person and at full capacity. Before 
the relaxation of density quotients, 
two smaller services on the same 
day had been planned. As 200 
more than expected attended, the 
congregation wore masks according 
to the DHHS guidelines of at-
capacity venues. Congratulations 
to the latest cohort of priests, and 
many blessings as you take up your 
ministries. 

St Paul’s Cathedral is pleased to have partnered 
with the City of Melbourne to host their Chapter 
House Lane Christmas Projections.

Follow Santa Claus into a Christmas dreamland in 
this immersive 270-degree animated projection 
show across the beautiful facades of St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Chapter House and Torrens University. 

November Ordination

City of Melbourne Christmas Projections
Make it a night to remember and visit the 
projections at Melbourne Town Hall and Hamer 
Hall too. Please note the projections will not run 
on Friday 17, Saturday 18 and Friday 24 December.

The Christmas Projections are operating under 
Covid-safe settings with check-in, proof of 
vaccination required, and a limited capacity. 

The Revd Tracy Lauersen, Convenor of the Family 
Violence Working Group of General Synod, gave a 
sermon on being together in sorrow and in hope, 
sharing stories from survivors of abuse.

Thank you to all who attended and took part. If 
you missed the service you can rewatch it here: 
youtu.be/NXSXsoiB8sw ■

If you would like to speak to someone about family 
violence or sexual assault, please contact 1800 
RESPECT – 1800 737 732.

CAN YOU HELP?
We need volunteers with sewing machines 
interested in assisting one of our Vergers in 
his diligent work of repairing the red cushion 
covers (remember those from before the 
pandemic?)

Instruction will be given in steps required. 

For details please contact the Cathedral 
Secretary at welcome@stpaulscathedral.org.au 
or call (03) 9653 4305

http://youtu.be/NXSXsoiB8sw 
mailto:welcome@stpaulscathedral.org.au
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Third Sunday of Advent
Sun 12 December 

4pm Christmas Lessons & Carols
Preacher: The Dean

Christmas Eve 
Fri 24 December 

3.00pm Children’s Christmas Service 
(Online only)

6.00pm Christmas Carols Service 
Preacher: The Dean

8.00pm Mandarin Carols Service 

10.00pm The First Eucharist of Christmas 
Preacher: The Dean

Christmas Day 
Sat 25 December 

8.00am BCP Holy Communion and Carols 
Preacher: The Archdeacon of Melbourne

10.00am Christmas Choral Eucharist 
Preacher: The Archbishop

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
At St Paul’s Cathedral

Christmas is a special season for 
our organist emerita Dr June 
Nixon AM. Her thoughtful 
settings of Christmas 
carols are not only part 
of our own Cathedral 
choir repertoire, who 
first performed them, but 
have been favourites the 
world over. Her radiant setting 
of the Advent Matins Responsory, I look from 
afar, was centrepiece of this year’s Advent Carol 
service at the National Cathedral St Peter and Paul 
in Washington DC, sung by the Cathedral’s mixed 
choir of boys and girls voices. Later this year, 
the choir of boys and lay clerks at King’s College 
Cambridge will be singing her setting of ‘The Holly 
and the Ivy’ as part of their world-famous Festival 
of Lessons and Carols. 

June told us: ‘To have “The Holly and the Ivy” 
sung at King’s (for the third time!) this year was 
an enormous surprise, then to hear my Advent 
Responsories sung in Washington National 
Cathedral last Sunday has been the icing on 
the cake. And our own Trinity College Choir are 
singing two of my carol settings next Sunday at 
their Nine Lessons, which they hope to record!’ 
In addition to composing, she also teaches two 
of our former choristers, Assistant Organist Mark 
Slavec and winner of last year’s Premier’s Award 
for Organ, Kevin Wang.

Nixon’s Noël brings Christmas 
Cheer the world over

During lockdown we worked hard to replace 
our organ blower. After Covid-19 caused delays 
in manufacturing, international shipping, and 
installation, the Laukhuff blower was at last 
delivered and the project was completed by 
Wakeley Pipe Organs.

The old blower was decommissioned at an—
online—Evensong, and the new one blessed four 
weeks later at another—online—Evensong. The 
difference the new blower (pictured above in its 
final configuration) makes is very noticeable: the 
organ has a much cleaner, crisper sound, and the 
organists have reported that, finally, they can pull 
out all the stops. Which makes for exhilarating 
listening, when both the trumpet stop and the 
contra-posaune sound at once. The repertoire for 
Advent and Christmas gives much opportunity 
for festive organ music that will showcase the 
wonderful Lewis organ under full steam.

Thank you to the many generous donors that 
enabled this project to become a reality. ■

Successful Blower Project 
Comes to a Close

English Conversation Corner

In-person ECC classes will resume 
on 7 February 2022, running every 
Monday from 2-3pm in the Barbara 
Darling Room at St Paul’s Cathedral. 
Please visit our website for updates on 
classes. cathedral.org.au

For more information on our ECC 
classes, visit our website or contact 
Canon Robert at 
rvun@stpaulscathedral.org.au

http://cathedral.org.au
mailto:rvun%40stpaulscathedral.org.au%20?subject=ECC%20Classes
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Holy Communion (BCP)
Sung Eucharist
Mandarin Service
Choral Evensong

Choral Evensong (on C31)

Choral Evensong 

Eucharist

Choral Evensong 

8.00 am
10.00am
1.00pm
4.00pm

2.30pm

5.10pm

12.15pm

5.10pm

Join Us for Worship

Cathedral Prayer
Almighty God, 
who caused the light of the gospel 
to shine throughout the world 
through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: 
grant that we may follow him 
in bearing witness to your truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
Amen.

St Paul’s Cathedral Melbourne
209 Flinders Lane
Melbourne
Victoria 3000

Tel. (03) 9653 4220
welcome@cathedral.org.au
www.cathedral.org.au
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For more information on joining us online or 
in-person, please visit our website 
www.cathedral.org.au/worship/or email 
welcome@stpaulscathedral.org.au

華語崇拜

Join our services online

cathedral.org.au 
facebook.com/StPaulsCathedralMelbourne
youtube.com/c/StPaulsCathedralMelbourne
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