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Together in Sorrow and Hope 
A service of Lament for Women and  
other Victims of Intimate Partner Violence 
2 December 2021 • 5.10pm 

 

WELCOME 
Welcome to St Paul’s Cathedral, the home church for Anglicans in Melbourne 
and Victoria. We are delighted that you are joining us today: you are warmly 
invited to worship with us again. 
The cathedral is situated on the traditional lands of the Wurundjeri people of the 
Kulin nation. We acknowledge and pay our respect to their elders past, present 
and emerging, and are committed to the ongoing work of reconciliation in our 
nation. 
Offerings We rely entirely on your gift. During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
congregational giving has dropped significantly. Please be generous. You can 
also donate online via our website www.cathedral.org.au/donate or by EFT 
BSB: 083-088, Account: 53-728-8315.  
Safeguarding We strongly condemn any form of abuse and are committed to 
safeguarding children and vulnerable people, and to speak out against violence 
against women or intimate partner violence. All our staff and volunteers 
complete training and relevant checks. If you would like to raise any concerns, 
please contact the independent Professional Standards Body, Kooyoora. Tel. 
1800 135 246. For advice in the case of family violence, ring 1800 737 732. 
Sustainability St Paul’s is an inaugural member of TAKE2, Victoria’s Climate 
Change pledge. We are committed to reducing our net carbon footprint to fight 
climate change. Learn more and join us: cathedral.org.au/climateaction 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
Please join us in singing the hymns and saying those parts of the service printed in bold 
type.  
Prior to the service 9 pillar candles are lit. 

THE WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY 
The Ven. Canon Heather Patacca,  
Archdeacon of Melbourne & Precentor of St Paul’s Cathedral 

We meet in the presence of God 
who knows our needs, hears our cries, 
feels our pain, 
and heals our wounds. 

THE HYMN 

 
 

We go to God when he is sorely placed, 
find him poor, scorned, unsheltered, without bread, 
whelmed under weight of evil, weak or dead. 
We stand by God then, in his hour of grief. 
 
God comes to us when we are sorely placed, 
body and spirit feeds us with his bread. 
For everyone, he as a man hangs dead: 
forgiven life he gives all through his death. 

 
Dietrich Bonhöffer (1906-45), tr. Walter Henry Farquharson (b.1936) alt. 

Together in Song 240 
Reproduced with permission 
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CALL TO LAMENT 
Kerryn Lewis and the Revd Scott Holmes 
 

Let us in prayer acknowledge and lament the pain and suffering that has been 
revealed by light of truth that has been shone on our national church. 
 

We begin this day recognising the many who suffer intimate partner violence. 
We begin this day acknowledging our failure to prevent or respond to domestic 
and family violence 
 

In the truth of the Spirit, we lament the suffering 
 

As we pray these prayers of lament, police in Australia will have attended  
at least 1 more domestic or family violence matter 
 

In the truth of the Spirit, we lament the suffering 
 
On average, one woman in Australia is murdered each week by her current or 
former partner.  One woman in four has experienced physical or sexual violence 
from an intimate partner. They often have children in their care. 
 

In the truth of the Spirit, we lament the suffering 
 
The single greatest risk factor for death, disability and illness amongst Australian 
women aged between 18 and 44 years is not cancer or heart disease: it is violence 
at the hands of her husband or partner. 
 

In the truth of the Spirit, we lament the suffering 
 
We begin this day recognising the many who suffer intimate partner violence 
within our church. We begin this day acknowledging what the National Anglican 
Family Violence studies point to: our failure to be agents of light and hope in the 
midst of darkness 
 

In the truth of the Spirit, we lament our failure to bring light and hope 
 
That the prevalence of intimate partner violence among Anglicans was the same 
or higher than in the wider Australian community. 
 

In the truth of the Spirit, we lament our failure to bring light and hope  
 

That our confidence as clergy responding to domestic and family violence was 
low to moderate. That only a minority of us feel familiar with support services or 
confident to refer people to them. 
 

In the truth of the Spirit, we lament our failure to bring light and hope 
 

That most Anglican victims of domestic violence do not seek help from  
Anglican churches 
 

In the truth of the Spirit, we lament our failure to bring light and hope  
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That Christian teachings relating to marriage, forgiveness and Christ’s suffering 
have, even when unintended, contributed to intimate partner violence as 
victims/survivors internalise them or abusers misuse them. 
In the truth of the Spirit, we lament our failure to bring light and hope 
 

Holy Spirit, advocate and comforter, may these laments reverberate in our lives 
and in our church.  Give us ears which hear, eyes which see; hearts and minds 
and wills open to preventing and responding to domestic and family violence.  
We make these prayers in the name of Christ who came that all people might 
know your love and be united in peace. Amen 
 

PSALM 77 
Led by the Revd Canon Jane Window 

Please join in saying the verses of Psalm 77 printed in bold. 

1 I call to my God, I cry out toward him: 
I call to my God, and surely he will answer. 

2 In the day of my distress I seek the Lord, 
I stretch out my hands to him by night: 
my soul is poured out without ceasing, 
it refuses all comfort. 

3 I think upon God and groan aloud: 
I muse, and my spirit faints. 

4 You hold my eyelids open: 
I am so dazed that I cannot flee. 

5 I consider the times that are past: 
I remember the years of long ago. 

6 At night I am grieved to the heart: 
I ponder, and my spirit makes search; 

7 'Will the Lord cast us off for ever: 
will he show us his favour no more? 

8 'Is his mercy clean gone for ever: 
and his promise come to an end for all generations? 

9 'Has God forgotten to be gracious: 
has he shut up his pity in displeasure?' 

10 And I say 'Has the right hand of the Most High 
lost its strength: 
has the arm of the Lord changed?' 

11 I will declare the mighty acts of the Lord: 
I will call to mind your wonders of old. 

12 I will think on all that you have done: 
and meditate upon your works. 
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13 Your way, O God, is holy: 
who is so great a god as our God? 

14 You are the God that works wonders: 
you made known your power among the nations; 

15 By your mighty arm you redeemed your people: 
the children of Jacob and Joseph. 

16 The waters saw you, O God, 
the waters saw you and were afraid: 
the depths also were troubled. 

17 The clouds poured out water, the heavens spoke: 
and your arrows darted forth. 

18 The voice of your thunder was heard in the whirlwind: 
your lightnings lit the world, 
the earth shuddered and quaked. 

19 Your way was in the sea, your path in the great waters: 
and your footsteps were not seen. 

20 You led your people like sheep: 
by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

 
SILENCE 
 
READING OF THE NATIONAL APOLOGY 
The Most Revd Dr Philip Freier, Archbishop of Melbourne 
 
PSALM 42 
Led by the Right Revd Kate Prowd, Assistant Bishop 

Please join in saying the verses of Psalm 42 printed in bold. 
 

1 As a deer longs for the running brooks: 
so longs my soul for you, O God. 

2 My soul is thirsty for God, thirsty for the living God: 
when shall I come and see his face? 

3 My tears have been my food day and night: 
while they ask me all day long 'Where now is your God?' 

4 As I pour out my soul by myself, I remember this: 
how I went to the house of the Mighty One, 
into the temple of God, 

5 To the shouts and songs of thanksgiving: 
a multitude keeping high festival. 

6 Why are you so full of heaviness, my soul: 
and why so unquiet within me? 
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7 O put your trust in God: 
for I will praise him yet, who is my deliverer and my God. 

8 My soul is heavy within me: 
therefore I will remember you from the land of Jordan, 
from Mizar among the hills of Hermon. 

9 Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waters: 
all your waves and breakers have gone over me. 

10 Surely the Lord will grant his loving mercy 
in the day-time: 
and in the night his song will be with me, 
a prayer to the God of my life. 

11 I will say to God, my rock, 'Why have you forgotten me: 
why must I go like a mourner 
because the enemy oppresses me?' 

12 Like a sword through my bones, 
my enemies have mocked me: 
while they ask me all day long 'Where now is your God?' 

13 Why are you so full of heaviness, my soul: 
and why so unquiet within me? 

14 O put your trust in God: 
for I will praise him yet, who is my deliverer and my God. 

 
THE ADDRESS The Revd Tracy Lauersen 

Convenor, General Synod Family Violence Working Group 

THE ANTHEM 

For we are so preciously loved – Carlotta Ferrari (b.1975) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The Revd Debra Saffrey-Collins 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray.  

Notre Père...,  Padre nuestro..., Vater unser...,  我們在天上的父…, 

Bapa kami...,  E to matou Matua...,  天の父よ… 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and for ever. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF HOPE 
Kerryn Lewis and the Revd Scott Holmes 
 

Let us in prayer commit ourselves to actions to prevent and respond to domestic 
and family violence, and so build renewed hope for our church. 
In the strength of the spirit, let us together light a path of hope.  
As we have begun during this worship, so may all our efforts to prevent and 
respond to violence begin with an acknowledgement of our failures and a 
recognition of the suffering of many. 
In the strength of the spirit, let us together light a path of hope.  

We pray for our leaders, ordained and lay, that their commitment to a church free 
from violence might be loud and clear. 
In the strength of the spirit, let us together light a path of hope. 

May we encourage in each other the pursuit of equality, freedom from violence, 
and the respect and valuing of all people. 
In the strength of the spirit, let us together light a path of hope. 

In all our relationships, intimate and otherwise, may there be respect and 
mutuality. 
In the strength of the spirit, let us together light a path of hope.  

May we acknowledge the experiences of those who are different to us and ensure 
that our differences do not erode our commitment to equality and respect. 
In the strength of the spirit, let us together light a path of hope.  

Across our country may our church engage creatively with all those in our 
community who are committed to preventing and responding to family and 
domestic violence. 
In the strength of the spirit, let us together light a path of hope.  

In our commitment to change, may our communications be clear and effective. 
In the strength of the spirit, let us together light a path of hope.  

May our leaders, pastoral staff and parish councils receive the training required to 
be equipped in their role as agents of change and healing. 
In the strength of the spirit, let us together light a path of hope. 

And in all that we do may we remain accountable to each other so that we can 
move forward with courage and trust. 
In the strength of the spirit, let us together light a path of hope.  
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Holy God of renewal and hope, may these prayers reverberate in our lives and in 
our church, and be grounded in our commitment to all those actions which will 
prevent and respond to domestic and family violence. We make these prayers in 
the name of the Christ who came that all people might know your love and be 
united in peace. Amen. 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 

You are invited to come forward to light a candle for someone you know as a sign of hope. 

THE HYMN 

 
2 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Behold, I freely give 
the living water, thirsty one; 
stoop down and drink and live:’ 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, 
  my soul revived, 
and now I live in him. 

3 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘I am this dark world’s light; 
look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 
and all thy day be bright:’ 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
in him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I’ll walk 
till travelling days are done. 

Horatius Bonar (1808-89) 
Hymns Ancient and Modern New Standard 247 

 
CONCLUDING PRAYERS 
The Ven. Canon Heather Patacca 

God of love, 
passionate and strong, tender and caring: 
watch over us and hold us 
all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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O Christ, door of the sheepfold, 
may we who have entered your gates now  
go from your courts to serve you 
and the poor, the lost and the wandering, 
this day and all our days. Amen.  
 

Creator God, 
may every breath we take be for your glory, may every footstep show you as our 
way, that, trusting in your presence in this world, we may, beyond this life, still be 
with you where you are alive and reign 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy,  
help us, heavenly Father, 
to trust your love, to serve your purpose, 
and to praise your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

ACCLAMATION 

The Lord God almighty is our Father:  
he loves us and tenderly cares for us.  
The Lord Jesus Christ is our Saviour:  
he has redeemed us and will defend us to the end.  
The Lord, the Holy Spirit, is among us:  
he will lead us in God’s holy way. 
To God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
be praise and glory today and for ever. Amen.  
 

THE BLESSING 
The Archbishop  

Go forth into the world in peace; 
be of good courage; 
hold fast that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honour 
everyone; love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit;  
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

Hymn Prelude on Rhosymedre - Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) – 
Mr Siegfried Franke, Cathedral Organist 
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This service is prepared in conjunction with the of the  
Family Violence Working Group, Anglican Church of Australia 
 
The Reverend Tracy Lauersen, Convenor  
(Gippsland, member of General Synod and General Synod Standing Committee) 
The Right Reverend Genieve Blackwell  
(Melbourne, member of General Synod) 
Reverend Scott Holmes  
(Brotherhood of St Laurence, Melbourne) 
Ms Ruth Holt  
(Canberra Goulburn) 
Dr Karin Sowada  
(Sydney, member of General Synod and General Synod Standing Committee) 
 
 
 
Those leading the service today: 
 
The Most Revd Dr Philip Freier 
Archbishop of Melbourne 
The Right Revd Kate Prowd 
Assistant Bishop, Oodthenong Episcopate 
The Ven. Canon Heather Patacca 
Archdeacon of Melbourne & Precentor 
Kerryn Lewis,  
Program Manager, Melbourne Diocesan Preventing Violence Against Women. 
The Revd Debra Saffrey-Collins,  
Committee of Management for the Melbourne Diocesan Preventing Violence Against 
Women Program 
The Lay Clerks Choir of Cathedral Choir,  
directed by Mr Philip Nicholls, Director of Music 
Siegfried Franke, Cathedral Organist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PERMISSIONS The Holy Communion Second Order: A Prayer Book for Australia © 1995 Broughton 
Publishing. Texts of Scripture: the New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. Hymns are reproduced by permission. © 2021 The Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral. 
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Where to get help 
 

If you would like to speak to someone about family violence or sexual 
assault, you can contact 1800 RESPECT – 1800 737 732 (National sexual 

assault, domestic and family violence counselling and information 
referral service, available 24 hours a day, every day of the year). 

 
 

Further Information 
 

Melbourne Anglican Diocese  
Prevention of Violence Against Women Program 

www.melbourneanglican.org.au/pvaw 
 

Family Violence Working Group of General Synod 
www.anglican.org.au/our-work/family-violence 


