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I keep this picture on my desk at home. It is a bit 
showy, I know, but it reminds me that I started 
saving souls as a teenager, as a crewmember of 
the Royal National Life-boat Institution (RNLI). The 
RNLI is the official Sea Search and Rescue (SAR) 
agency in the UK and Ireland. During my time 
with the RNLI, I got to helm one of these lifeboats. 
(For fellow enthusiasts: this is a rigid hull inflatable 
inshore lifeboat, or RBI. At a push it can carry up to 
20 survivors along with the 3-4 crew. It has a 2.5 
hour range at its maximum speed of 35 knots and, 
at that speed, can literally fly across the waves!) 

I served with the RNLI on the shores of ‘old’ South 
Wales. We patrolled a 25-mile stretch of coast 

from Porthcawl to Barry—the birthplace of Julia 
Gillard, our first woman Prime Minister. The RNLI 
is operated entirely by volunteers. Local crew and 
mechanics all give of themselves and their skills 
to save the lives of others. Our training involved 
not only learning to helm the lifeboat, but First 
Aid at Sea, radio-communications, and day to day 
RBI maintenance. Being a crewmember taught me 
much—from how to be part of an effective team 
to learning to trust and rely on others—in this case 
Search and Rescue agencies such as Her Majesty’s 
Coastguard and the Royal Airforce Search and 
Rescue Wing.

I have probably learnt as much about saving 

From the Dean
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souls at sea, as I have learnt in ministry since. I 
learnt about really giving thanks for successfully 
accomplished missions: bedraggled children 
returned to anxious parents, shivering day-trippers 
caught by the roaring tide restored safely to shore. 
And it was at sea that I first began to think of the 
frailty of life, and the seeming finality of death. 
Because not every mission was a success, I had my 
first encounters with death when the sea claimed 
those we set out to rescue.

The story could have ended there—with a showy 
picture on my desk almost 30 years later. But at 
university I was invited by members of my College 
Christian Union to find out about Jesus, and search 
with them for answers in the Bible. That is what 
discipleship is about: inviting others to come with 
you on a journey—following after Jesus. I am 
grateful for that invitation I received to explore the 
Christian faith. For me it led to confessing my adult 
faith in Jesus Christ. I was confirmed in my College 
Chapel, acknowledging that I believe that Jesus is 
the One who, ultimately, has saved all souls. I have 
been encouraging others to place their own trust 
in Jesus ever since.

We all can be life-savers. Each one of us, who has 
made that confession of faith in Jesus, is called to 
be a life-saver. When we invite others to explore 
our faith with us, by joining our study programs 
or to worship with us, we can be life-savers, who 
share with others our own confidence that we are 
saved through Christ forever. While there’s no 
need for a lifeboat when we commit to being that 
kind of a life-saver, we do need to train. And that 
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is what our Cathedral discipleship program offers: 
an opportunity to build up our own confidence in 
the love and friendship of Jesus, and a chance to 
learn about how we might share this confidence 
with others. Do join us in becoming life-savers. ■■

Dean Andreas

Discover discipleship: 
cathedral.org.au/discipleship-series

http://www.cathedral.org.au/worship/
http://cathedral.org.au/discipleship-series/
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Congratulations, 
Glenn and Jane!
We are delighted that at their meeting on 3 
August, the Cathedral Chapter appointed the Revd 
Glenn Loughrey a Canon of St Paul’s Cathedral 
and the Cathedral’s next Artist in Residence, and 
appointed Revd Jane Window to the position of 
Canon Pastor. 

Canon Glenn is a Wiradjuri man and will be 
the first Aboriginal Canon in the history of the 
Cathedral. Over the past two years, he has worked 
with Chapter on the creation of a large-scale glass 
artwork to pay tribute to the traditional owners 
of the lands on which our Cathedral and diocese 
stands. 

Canon Jane has been a member of the ministry 
team in an interim capacity since February of this 
year. We are pleased to welcome her in a more 
formal capacity to the work and ministry of St 
Paul’s.

We asked them to reflect on their ministry and the 
Church:

What do you see as the biggest challenges that the 
Church faces at this time?

GL: Remaining true to its core allegiance to the life 
and example of Christ and having the courage to 
unpack these from the accoutrements of tradition 
and the noise for contemporary relevance. 

In doing so, the Church in Australia must move 
to an equitable dialogue with Aboriginality 
(Aboriginal ways of seeing) so that it becomes 
a place of collaborative spirituality - two voices 
speaking the truth in this land.

JW: The Church continues to face challenges, 
much as it began. The distinction between the way 
of 'the world' and the path of 'the people of God' 
and how the Church can relate to be understood 
was the problem Jesus encountered early in his 
ministry. He was mistrusted and rejected because 
he was counter-cultural, and we today face the 
challenge of finding balance not only between 
many different interpretations of living in the way 
of Christ, but existing within a world in which work 
must continue to repair the trust undone by past 
mistakes.

What are some of the most exciting changes within 
the Church you have seen during your time in 
ministry?

GL: An opening to the diversity of being, thought, 
and practice, moving towards a kaleidoscope of 
unity and difference. We now have a church much 
different from the one I was in as an altar boy in 
the 1960's and even the one I returned to 21 years 
ago.

JW: When I was leaving school and exploring God's 
call on my life, ordination for a woman was not an 
option. So, from a personal viewpoint, women's 
ordination would have to be top of my list of 
exciting changes within the Church. Following that, 
seeing women in leadership roles is the 'icing on 
the cake'. In parallel with the role of women in the 
Church is the developing role of lay contribution 
to Church life, with theologically educated and 
skilled people alongside clergy, who contribute to 
worship, management and collaboration.

What brings you hope? 

GL: The possibility, that one day the Church 
will place both feet firmly in this land and be 
transformed into a way of seeing and being that 
honours those who lived and practiced their 
sophisticated and nuanced connection to the 
transcendent before the church arrived.

JW: Personally, my hope comes from the certainty 
that God is sovereign in all things, and in him, 
Christ is already victorious so all will eventually 
be restored, although life might be tough in the 
meantime. For the Church, waves of opinion and 
pressure will continue as they have for 2,000 years, 
but our hope is firmly founded and the people of 
God will find their hope in him and will persevere.

Revd Canon Glenn Loughrey
Artist in Residence

Revd Canon Jane Window
Canon Pastor
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St Paul’s Cathedral condemns violence of any 
kind, and is committed to being a safe space. 
While there are many forms of domestic violence 
in our society, violence inflicted by a man on a 
woman relative is the most frequent instance of 
family violence. At our recent Cathedral AGM, the 
question was asked:

‘Recognising recent research showing that 
domestic violence is more prevalent amongst 
Anglicans than in the wider society, what is St 
Paul’s Cathedral doing to raise awareness of 
Intimate Partner Violence and speak out against 
this significant issue for both our church and 
society?’

The Dean asked Philip Nicholls (Director of Music, 
Lay Minister, Child Safe Officer) to reply. He stated 
that:

St Paul’s Cathedral has been a consistent 
collaborator with the Diocese’s Prevention of 
Violence Against Women (PVAW) program: the 
Dean was on the working group that collated 
the original material, and both the Dean and 
Precentor have completed the PVAW Response 
and Prevention Training Day (all other senior staff 
were booked in to complete the training prior to 
its being deferred due to the Covid-19 Pandemic).

In 2019 signs were placed in discreet places to 
encourage people to speak out or seek assistance, 
and providing them with the means of doing so. 
Also in that year, welcome banners were placed in 
the Cathedral and its offices apologising for past 

abuse and emphasising the Romans imperative: 
‘as Christ has welcomed you.’

All orders of service and concert programs (our 
primary means of engagement with our members 
and the public) make clear our position that we 
condemn violence of any kind, are committed 
to safeguarding, and speak out specifically in 
opposition to violence against women.

We will encourage all our members to co-operate 
meaningfully and regularly with the Diocese’s 
PVAW resources, especially Bystander Action. To 
access the Bystander Action resource please visit: 
https://bit.ly/3xzpd8C.

A supplementary question asked whether the 
Cathedral has any role in supporting victims. 
We seek to appoint two Prevention of Domestic 
Violence Advocates, whose role will be to listen 
to, believe, apologise to, and refer on the person 
seeking assistance, whether this person is a victim, 
perpetrator, or someone who is concerned for 
another. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any concerns, please 
speak with or email Jane Window, Philip Nicholls, 
or any member of the ministry team. The Cathedral 
directory may be found on page 12.

Elleni Habibis
Girls’ Head Chorister (on Work Experience in June) 

Philip Nicholls
Director of Music

PREVENTION OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

https://bit.ly/3xzpd8C
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Each August, St Paul’s Cathedral 
engages with National Science 
Week and runs several activities 
that explore the chosen theme from 
the perspective of the science-religion interface.
In an increasingly global and secular scientific 
culture, saturated with technology and the 
market, the science-faith conversation is at the 
cutting edge of Christian engagement. Our 
purpose is to help equip Christians for that 
engagement. This year, the national theme was 
Food: Different by Design.

We approached this theme by engaging with 
missionary agronomist, Tony Rinaudo, of World 
Vision whose work is transforming huge stretches 
of land in Africa, by growing forests. Millions 
of hectares of Africa have been regenerated 
through Tony’s work, which now offers great 
hope for communities producing their own food 
and also for climate change.

Science Week at the Cathedral (SWAC) this year 
was a partnership between St Paul’s and ISCAST 
– Christians in Science and Technology. Missed 
the talk? Find out more about Tony’s work here.

Thanks to everyone who supported our ‘Virtual’ 
Morning Tea for Culture Fundraiser. We exceeded 
our target, raising $2,200 to support vulnerable 
Aboriginal children in our community through 
the Victorian Aboriginal Child Care Agency. 
Funds raised will help support VACCA’s healing 
and protective cultural programs and VACCA’s 
ongoing efforts to support families during these 
difficult times.

With the help of the generous donors to our 
artwork fundraiser, St Paul’s Cathedral was able to 
secure two beautiful paintings by the Revd Canon 
Glenn Loughrey. The purchase of You Yangs To the 
Bay – Always Was Always Will be Wathurong and 
Naarm – Always Was Always Will Be Kulin was 
funded entirely by the donations to our fundraiser. 
Thank you to all our donors. These magnificent 
large-scale maps of the Country on which we 
work and worship will act as a reminder of our 
continuing commitment to reconciliation.

St Paul’s Cathedral is proud to 
announce the appointment 
of Contralto Lay Clerk Emma 
Warburton as Leading Musician 
2021-22, whilst Kristy Biber is on 
leave.

Emma brings a wealth of choral and solo experience 
to the role, as well as strong administrative skills, 
which will support the choirs, keyboardists, and 
other musicians of the Cathedral and Diocese. She 
brings additional skills as a qualified geneticist, 
and her work in studying insecticide resistance in 
Drosophila fruit flies may be of help to us as we 
try to discover why the horse flies that invade the 
Cathedral buildings in summer are resistant to any 
and all fly sprays!

Please join us in welcoming Emma into her 
new role.

Thank You Science Week

Top: You Yangs To the Bay – Always Was Always Will be 
Wathurong
Bottom: Naarm – Always Was Always Will Be Kulin

Welcome, Emma!

https://www.worldvision.com.au/global-issues/work-we-do/poverty/forest-maker


6

Top: Rocky speaks on the agricultural landscape prior to 
colonisation.

Bottom: Diocese and Cathedral staff outside the Koorie 
Heritage Trust gallery.

We invited our congregants to write on advocacy. 
Here, Dr Barbara Burge reflects on the journey to 
reconciliation.

True reconciliation, the repairing of a broken 
relationship,  is based on forgiveness, and 
forgiveness is based on compassion. Compassion 
is based on penitence or sorrow for what we have 
done. It can begin by saying 'I am sorry’. We as 
white Australians are all involved and guilty.

The steps are confession, forgiveness, reconciliation; 
and peace is the goal.

The Yoo-rrook Justice Commission, established this 
year by the Victorian Government in collaboration 
with First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria, will 
deliver its report in three years. The goal of the 
commission is ‘to bring about real change by 
facilitating truth-telling and healing, educating 
the wider Victorian community, and developing 
recommendations for reform’. Crucially, unique 
engagement with Victoria’s Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal community will make it different from 
Royal Commissions that have proceeded it. Much 
of the truth told by the Commission may be quite 
confronting.

Reparation for past wrongs is be important, 
and should be proceeded by confession and 
forgiveness. To be true at any level to the truth and 
reconciliation on which it is based, these steps are 
of the essence.

It is important we interpret the ideas of confession 
and forgiveness in language that can be understood 
and appreciated by people who are not Christians. 
They are powerful concepts as anyone who has 
confessed wrongdoing and been forgiven will 
testify.

There is much work to be done in familiarising 
ourselves with the issues involved, but our 
prayerful support for reconciliation, and advocacy 
for the work of the Yoo-rrook Commission, is all 
the more important at this point in time.

Dr Barbara Burge

From the

Congregation

English Conversation Corner

Weekly ECC classes will resume in 
October, running every Monday 
from 2-3pm on Zoom with limited 
numbers. Information on registering 
for classes will be published online at 
cathedral.org.au. 

For more information on our ECC 
classes, visit our website or contact 
Canon Robert at 
rvun@stpaulscathedral.org.au

http://cathedral.org.au
mailto:rvun%40stpaulscathedral.org.au%20?subject=ECC%20Classes
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Gnokan danna murra kor-ki means ‘give me your 
hand my friend’. This motto of the Koorie Heritage 
Trust, groups two Koorie languages (Gunditjmara 
and Yorta Yorta) and imbued the spirit of the 
Birrarung Wilam (River Camp) Walk which 
Cathedral and Diocesan staff were pleased to join 
in recognition of NAIDOC Week 2021.

Our walk, led by our guide Rocky, took us not only 
through the physical space of the Birrarung Marr 
but also via the timeline of history in these lands 
now called Australia¹  on a mezzanine level of the 
Ian Potter Centre. The theme of NAIDOC week this 
year was ‘Heal Country’, an appeal to work for the 
protection of land, waterways and sites of cultural 
significance. Like the motto above, this is work we 
are invited to do together and with the imperative 
of the impacts of climate change we are invited to 
do it urgently. The life of Jesus offers a model for 
our own discipleship like those who first followed 
him – listening to stories, asking questions, walking 
alongside, and sharing our resources. How can we 
bring our practice of active discipleship to our 
work for a good relationship between peoples and 
with the land where we live? 

LISTEN 
What are you discussing as you walk along? […] 
What things? (Luke 26) 

Whether is it podcasts, audiobooks, guided walks, 
conferences, music or the arts – there are many 
mediums by which we can be invited to learn from 
stories and history. The walks offered by the Koori 
Heritage Trust are excellent, as is the Songlines 
Walking Tour offered through Global Mission 
Partners (GMP). If these walks are undertaken as 
a family or a small group there is much benefit in 
the shared conversations and learning that might 
influence or change our thinking and how we live.

WALK ALONGSIDE 
‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out 
to fish for people.’ At once they left their nets and 
followed him. (Matt 4) 

We don’t need to know everything before we set 
out. We can learn as we go. Where are you hearing 

¹ Term coined by Brooke Prentis, a Wakka Wakka woman 
and CEO of Common Grace. So named in recognition 
that over 250 Aboriginal nations exist within Australia, 
each with their own distinct culture and language.  

² E. Enns & C. Myers (2021) Healing Haunted Histories: A 
Settler Discipleship of Decolonization,
https://wipfandstock.com/9781725255357/healing-
haunted-histories/ 

the invitation to travel alongside? You might 
join the Our Island, Our Home campaign, which 
supports the people of Zenadh Kes (the Torres 
Strait Islands & surrounding seas) in the protection 
of their ancestral lands which are at the frontline of 
the impacts of climate change. You might commit 
to learn more about the sacred birthing trees 
on Djap Wurrung country and how to go about 
protecting them. Or you might make Welcome to 
Country by Wurundjeri elder Aunty Joy Wandin 
Murphy your go-to baby shower gift and imbue a 
deep connection to land and care for Creation in 
the next generation. 

SHARE RESOURCES 
How many loaves do you have? 
(Mark 6, 8; Matt 15) 

If you subscribe to Koorie Mail, why not 
contribute past issues to your next waiting room 
appointment, or lend out books by Aboriginal 
authors once you’ve read them. You might plant 
an indigenous garden that supports habitat for 
native insects and animals, produces lilly pillys for 
jam, or lemon myrtle for tea. You might donate 
items to the Remote Op Shop project, or make a 
financial contribution to a myriad of causes. The 
redistribution of resources can be a practical way 
to heal the ‘haunted history’² of these lands on 
which we live. If we have faith in the narrative of an 
economy of sharing abundance we can trust that 
when we pool together what we have, everyone 
will have not only what they need, but basketfuls 
of leftovers to gather. 

By familiarising ourselves with, and learning from, 
history in this place, we can plan and provision for 
a shared future for all who dwell in these lands 
now, and those yet to come. We can heal country 
– together.

 Talitha Fraser
Operations Officer

NAIDOC Week 
at the Cathedral 

https://ourislandsourhome.com.au/
http://www.remoteopshopproject.org/
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he Dean has written to the Prime Minister 
encouraging him to take urgent action to 
halt climate change. In early August Dean 

Andreas wrote a letter expressing concern 
at the lack of government actions taken to 
address the current climate emergency.

‘During the past years, the physical effects of 
climate change—floods, droughts, bushfires—
have increased. Not only here in Australia but 
also overseas. We believe that it is a matter of 
gospel justice to act decisively now in order to 
save our planet’, the Dean wrote.

In an effort to model change, the Projects and 
Building Committee of Chapter has set a target 
to reach net zero carbon emissions by 2050. In 
his letter to the Prime Minister, Dean Andreas 
noted that we have had success in reducing 
our organisational footprint already in recent 
years. By transitioning to sustainable lighting, 
the Cathedral has reduced its carbon footprint 
by around 14 metric tons every year. However, 
while personal action is important, we cannot 
effectively combat climate change individually. 

The Cathedral will continue to reduce its carbon 
footprint and encourage its members to do 
the same, but only the Federal Government 
can end the expansion and investment in the 

fossil fuel industry and invest in renewable 
energy infrastructure. However, in the 2020-21 
financial year alone, $10.3 billion in subsidies 
was awarded to the fossil fuel sector. 

The Dean urged Mr Morrison to adopt the 
COP26 goals set by the 2021 UN Climate Change 
Conference, targets which are necessarily 
ambitious but also realistic and achievable. The 
key to their success is a swift transition away 
from power generation by burning fossil fuels 
to creating power from renewable sources.

Our immediate neighbours are becoming 
increasingly threatened by climate change. It 
is more important than ever to ensure that the 
climate policy of Australia does not leave them 
behind, the Dean reflected. Futhermore, some 
of the most priceless habitats that the planet 
has to offer are dying. We must act quickly to 
safeguard them before it is too late.

As we commit to working to become better 
stewards of God’s good creation, so too we 
hope that Australia and its global partners will 
do the same.

To read the Dean’s letter in full, and to find 
suggestions on writing your own letter, visit 
cathedral.org.au/climateaction

St Paul’s Cathedral is committed 
to taking action to mitigate climate 
change. Here’s what we’re doing, and 
how you can help.

TAKE ACTION
TO SAVE OUR PLANET

T
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When the ‘Let’s Fully Welcome Refugees’ banner 
was installed, a frequent question asked of staff 
was what exactly the Cathedral was doing to 
welcome refugees. With this in mind, the Save our 
Planet campaign was designed to not only call for 
urgent action but also to be specific in what we are 
doing as community leaders to act ourselves.

Two signs for the Swanston Street electronic 
billboards were generated to clearly state 
quantifiable actions that we have taken, 
encouraging others to join in. The QR codes lead 
to a page on the Cathedral website that expands 
on each point.

The webpage serves to explain the steps being 
undertaken. Each area cites at least one reference 
to both justify our stance as well as provide 
additional reading for anyone unfamiliar with the 
subject material. In this way, the webpage acts 
as both a public statement of our position and 
values when it comes to climate change, but also a 
learning resource for those wishing to know more. 
The campaign as a whole is designed to act as an 
easily accessible statement on where the Cathedral 
stands in this time when remaining silent is not 
good enough.

The campaign was launched in conjunction with 
the 8am and 10am congregational consultations 
on 4 July. Attendees received the campaign 
positively and were pleased to see work being 
done to more proactively communicate the stance 
of the Cathedral on environmental issues. 

At the consultations, it was suggested that taking 

action to mitigate climate change should be 
written into the strategic plan to affirm this stance 
at a governance level, and to inform decisions 
on, among others, infrastructure project planning 
for key maintenance projects. This suggestion 
has been adopted by Chapter, and referred to a 
working group within the Projects and Buildings 
committee for further development. 

St Paul’s Cathedral is proud to be an inaugural 
signatory of the TAKE2 pledge to reduce carbon 
footprints.

Making your voice heard is key to help save the 
planet. We must demand action be taken to stop 
climate change. Here are some things you can do:

• Undertake a self audit. In 2013 an audit of 
the Cathedral’s emissions was able to identify 
lighting as one of the biggest contributions 
to our carbon footprint. By the end of 2014, 
we were able to cut our footprint in half by 
switching to efficient LED lights. For many 
of us, making small and simple changes can 
dramatically  cut back our usage. 

• Write to, or call, your local MP to tell them to 
urgently take action to mitigate climate change. 
Ask them what they have done to reduce 
emissions, phase out fossil fuels, or invest in 
clean energy. Ask them what they plan to do. 

• Write to the Prime Minister and the Minister 
for the Environment. Explain to them how 
important it is to you that they take action. 

• Attend local government meetings 
where possible to push for change. Our 
approach to the issue must be addressed 
on a local level as well as a national one. 

• Ask your employer what they are doing 
to reduce waste in your place of work. 

• Support organisations such as Sustainability 
Victoria in their efforts to raise awareness. 

Developing Our Campaign

Campaign Outcomes

The Launch

What You Can Do
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AACCTT  NNOOWW
to reduce emissions

HERE IS HOW WE’RE REDUCING OUR CARBON FOOTPRINT; HERE IS HOW WE’RE REDUCING OUR CARBON FOOTPRINT; 

SCAN WITH YOUR PHONE

St Paul’s Cathedral is committed to taking 
action to stop a Climate Emergency  

WILL YOU JOIN US?

HOW CAN YOU REDUCE YOURS?HOW CAN YOU REDUCE YOURS?

Encouraging public transport use
No unnecessary heating or cooling
Energy efficient lights & appliances
Divest from fossil fuels

AACCTT  NNOOWW
to reduce waste

Minimising printed materials
Recycling & avoiding  
single use plastics
Cutting out harmful chemicals
Sourcing recycled & 
sustainable supplies

SCAN WITH YOUR PHONE

St Paul’s Cathedral is committed to taking 
action to stop a Climate Emergency  

WILL YOU JOIN US?

HERE IS HOW WE’RE REDUCING OUR CARBON FOOTPRINT; HERE IS HOW WE’RE REDUCING OUR CARBON FOOTPRINT; 
HOW CAN YOU REDUCE YOURS?HOW CAN YOU REDUCE YOURS?

• Tell your financial organisation to divest in 
fossil fuels. In the last 13 years Westpac, 
Commonwealth, NAB and ANZ have 
loaned almost $19 billion to new coal and 
gas projects in Australia. Tell your bank 
to divest or even consider switching to a 
bank that does not invest in fossil fuels.  

• If you are able, join in protest action. Making 
yourself seen and heard is the best way to put 
pressure on decision makers to change their 
attitude towards climate change. Consider 
joining groups in your community to support 
protest action. ■■

Above: two signs displayed on the electronic billboard on 
Swanston Street, a part of the outward-facing aspect of 
the campaign. 

Join us at curfew as we sing 
hymns of praise and hope to 

lighten the night! Visit:
cathedral.org.au/carolsatcurfew

https://cathedral.org.au/carolsatcurfew/
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Join Us for Worship

Cathedral Prayer
Almighty God, 
who caused the light of the gospel 
to shine throughout the world 
through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: 
grant that we may follow him 
in bearing witness to your truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
Amen.
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Tower Captain  Mr Brian Pettet
Welcome Team  Contact the Precentor
Flower Guild  Contact Andrew Victorsen
Cathedral Guides Mrs Mary Harris
Archives  Ms Dorothea Rowse
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For more information on joining us online or 
in-person, please visit our website 
www.cathedral.org.au/worship/or email 
welcome@stpaulscathedral.org.au

華語崇拜

Join our services online

cathedral.org.au 
facebook.com/StPaulsCathedralMelbourne
youtube.com/c/StPaulsCathedralMelbourne
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