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The Music Department at St Paul’s Cathedral is a very busy place, simultaneously undertaking
a rich variety of projects, both artistic and practical. The assistance of the Music Foundation
and its donors is vital for ensuring that all these activities can flourish during the COVID-19
pandemic and beyond - thank you for your support!

Blow the ram’s horn at the
new moon
By Director of Music Philip Nicholls
1 O sing joyfully to God our strength:
shout in triumph to the God of Jacob.
2 Make music and beat upon the drum:
sound the lute and the melodious harp.
3 Blow the ram’s horn at the new moon:
and at the full moon of our day of festival.
4 For this was a statute for Israel:
a commandment of the God of Jacob
Psalm 81

Doubtless some of you, our valued donors, have been
engaging with our online worship throughout the past
15 months. We hope you have not detected any lack of
‘blow’ in our ‘ram’s horn’, but it is true that the organ has
been significantly short of wind for a long time now. In
fact, it was in February 2019 that we began a campaign to
raise funds to replace our 90-year-old organ blower.
Thanks to you all, significant funds were raised in a very
short time, and we were able to direct our organ builders,
Wakeley Pipe Organs, to order a new blowing plant to
be custom and precision made by organ builders August
Laukhuff in Weikersheim north of Stuttgart in Germany.
Various delays (mostly COVID related) have hindered
the project, but the blower has now been shipped to
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Australia. From what we can see, she is a beautiful piece
of engineering.
This month we have received the very sad news that
August Laukuff GmbH & Co. KG will cease trading
on 30 June. After 198 years in business, the firm, whose
company building has been has been part of the cityscape
in Weikersheim since 1878, has fallen into COVIDrelated financial constraints and cannot continue to trade.
This is a significant blow to organ builders worldwide,
who have relied upon Laukuff ’s precision construction
of materials and components since before anyone can
remember. And it is a significant blow to Weikersheim,
as it will significantly change the economic landscape of
the town.
It will certainly be with a sense of gratitude but also
sadness that we prepare to install the new blower, giving
thanks for the incredible craftsmanship of so many who
have worked at Laukuff over so many years. We pray that
all their employees and principals may be able to find
gainful employment elsewhere, and give thanks that a
part of their work will be powering our music making,
probably for the next 100 years. ■

This page: the Laukuff organ blower components in the
Wakeley Pipe Organ workshop, awaiting installation.

Leave a lasting legacy – make a
bequest to the Music Foundation
By Dean Andreas
Every day we pray for the members of our Cathedral
community by name. Over the course of a month, we
remember some 400 people at our daily morning prayers.
During the latest Covid-lockdown, the daily prayers have
been held via zoom, and for many of my colleagues and
me, they have been a spiritual life-line. Knowing ourselves
connected to one another and to our community in prayer
has been a great comfort.
But we do not only remember the living members of our
community. We also give thanks for those who have gone
before us. Every week at our Sunday Choral Eucharist
we recall with thanksgiving those whose anniversary of
death – or year’s mind – occurs that week. Among them
are people who have made a gift of service and self –
former Archbishops, Deans and Precentors, Canons,
Lay Canons and Choristers – and a very large number
of benefactors. The people whose legacy we remember
week by week.
Without the gifts of our past benefactors, the Cathedral
would – literally – be a much poorer place. Take our
‘Organ Fund’, the Coates Bequest. It is named for Sir
Ernest Coates: a regular worshipper, donor of the 32-foot
Contra-Posaune stop and a keen member of our organ
appeal committee. The bequest he left in 1994 augmented
a $100,000 gift he had already made in 1987 towards the
upkeep of the Lewis organ. Together the gift and bequest
form a permanent financial resource to ensure the upkeep
of our organ. Every year on 10 February, the day he died,
we remember Sir Ernest’s generosity.
The gift Sir Ernest Coates left enabled us to plan ahead
with greater confidence. When we came to plan for the
replacement of our organ blower, we were in a much
stronger position to commit to the works, because we
knew that the Coates Bequest could contribute a share. In
the end, the level of donations received met the projected
costs, and the funds Sir Ernest gave, both during his
life-time, and through his will, remain for another day.
We all can be benefactors of St Paul’s. I certainly have
made provision in my own will to support the future
ministry and music of St Paul’s Cathedral. My predecessor,
Bishop James Grant AM, did the same. When you come
to consider making a will, please remember St Paul’s –
and become one of our benefactors.

We recommend that you speak to a solicitor and financial
advisor about bequest options. The following sample
wording might be helpful in your conversation:
I give to St Paul’s Cathedral Music Foundation $ ______
(a percentage or dollar amount) for the use and benefit of the
Foundation at its absolute discretion free from all taxes and duties
payable in respect of my death, my estate or the administration of
my estate and I direct that the receipt of the Chair, Treasurer or
other authorised officer for the time shall be an absolute discharge to
my trustee for the gift. ■

From the Director of Music

WE NEED
YOUR HELP
By Director of Music Philip Nicholls
Thank you for your support. The end of the Financial Year
(30 June) is a good reminder to allocate your donations,
and I thank you for your gift to the Music Foundation.
The Foundation supports the Cathedral’s governing body
(Chapter) by making regular donations to Cathedral funds
to help cover the costs of the Cathedral’s music programs.
It also directly funds certain Cathedral projects, such as
the major upgrade to the audio-visual equipment (which
was recording and streaming all our services during
COVID-19 lockdowns), and our online concerts, which
provided greatly needed employment for Cathedral and
other musicians during lockdowns and wonderful musical
content for those who had to stay at home.
It is great that we are able now to enjoy the return of
the choristers to our worship. Whilst they were not able
to sing, we sought and received payment relief from our
choir schools, but we need to position ourselves now
to be able to continue to support them into 2022 and
beyond.
During 2020, St Paul’s Cathedral as an employer took
good care of me and my family. That has meant that
I have personally suffered little financial loss due to
COVID, and I have been able to give a generous donation
to the Music Foundation this year. If you are in a similar
position, I would urge you to join me so that we can meet,
and indeed hopefully exceed, our target to raise $185,000
this year for the music foundation. ■

This page: The choir sings at the St Paul’s Cathedral Holy Week
and Easter services, held in-person. Photo credit: Ming Zhou

LUNCHTIME
CONCERT
SERIES
23 June 1pm Amogh Ananth, violin
30 June 1pm Jennifer Chou, organ,
presents French organ
music from the first half
of the 20th century
7 July 1pm

Hannah Shin, piano

14 July 1pm

The Origami Trio:
Adam Simmons (alto
saxophone, bass clarinet),
Howard Cairns (double
bass, concertina) and
Hugh Harvey (drums)
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