What is Revelation all about?
Revelation is not about the rapture, or going to heaven
when you die, or whether we will have to go through the
tribulation either before or after the thousand years.
Much more, it is about the reverse, God descending to us.
The emphasis is on heaven and earth being transformed
into one unified reality = the new heaven and new earth.
×
×
×

I still can’t make head or tail of it
Happy hunting ground for heretics and fanatics
Full of rambling fantasies and dark sub-Christian
threats

Warnings
•
•
•

It’s too late to change now
Wash your clothes in the Lamb’s blood so that you can eat from the tree of life
Those who love inventing lies of every kind will be outside

The voice of Jesus within:
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.
I have sent my angel to give you this testimony.
I am David’s root and offspring, the bright morning star.
Invites, welcomes pours out the water of life for all the thirsty.
I am coming soon.

Reflection questions:
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

What has surprised you about the book of Revelation?
What thoughts, quotes, images or themes have encouraged you?
Is there something from Revelation which has particularly helped you grow in your faith?
Do you have a passion to go deeper into a study of Revelation?
Is there a hymn or song based on Revelation which particularly speaks to you?

Further information
1. Gorman, Michael J.: Reading Revelation Responsibly: uncivil worship and witness:
following the Lamb into the new creation
2. Wright, N.T.: Revelation for Everyone
3. Mangina, Joseph L.: Revelation (Brazos theological commentary on the Bible)
4. Bauckham, Richard: The Theology of the Book of Revelation

Fee, Gordon D.: Revelation: a new covenant commentary.
Keener, Craig: Revelation (Application Commentary)
Paul, Ian: Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary (Tindale New Testament Commentaries)
Paul, Ian: Revelation: an introduction with Ian Paul: youtube.com/watch?v=XMKS6_64E_0
Paul, Ian: Numerology: youtube.com/watch?v=sfEA7AL72y4
Paul, Ian: The Millenium : youtube.com/watch?v=a70dt8QYb_c

Revelation 22
The River of Life
22 Then the angel[a] showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of
the river is the tree of life[b] with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and
the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there
any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants[c] will worship
him; 4 they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no
more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will
reign for ever and ever.
6

And he said to me, ‘These words are trustworthy and true, for the Lord, the God of the spirits
of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants[d] what must soon take place.’
7

‘See, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this
book.’

Epilogue and Benediction
8

I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell
down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me; 9 but he said to me, ‘You
must not do that! I am a fellow-servant[e] with you and your comrades[f] the prophets, and with
those who keep the words of this book. Worship God!’
10

And he said to me, ‘Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is
near. 11 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right,
and the holy still be holy.’
12

‘See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. 13 I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.’
14

Blessed are those who wash their robes,[g] so that they will have the right to the tree of life
and may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and
murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practises falsehood.
16

‘It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.’
17

The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’
And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’
And let everyone who is thirsty come.
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.
18

I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them,
God will add to that person the plagues described in this book; 19 if anyone takes away from
the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away that person’s share in the tree of
life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.
20

The one who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
21

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.[h]

Habakkuk 2:14
But the earth will be filled
with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD,
as the waters cover the sea.

Ezekiel 47:12
12

On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves

will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for
them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing.’

Malachi 3:1
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is
coming, says the LORD of hosts.

