Carol Service
Christmas 2020

Sunday 13 December at 4pm &
Thursday 24 December at 6pm

WELCOME
Welcome to St Paul’s Cathedral, the home for worshippers from more than two
dozen nations, the seat of the Anglican Archbishop of Melbourne and the home
church for Anglicans in Melbourne and Victoria. We are delighted that you are
with us this evening: worship with us again.
Whether you are Anglican, from another Christian Church or another faith
tradition, you are warmly welcome to take part in the service. If you want to
find out more about the Christian faith, please make yourself known to our
clergy.
We worship on the traditional lands of the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin
nation and we acknowledge and pay our respect to their elders past and
present and to Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders with us today.
Please join us in singing the hymns and saying those parts of the service printed
in bold type.

SERVICE LEADERS Officiant

and Preacher: The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe, Dean; Lay Clerks
of the St Paul’s Cathedral Choir directed by Mr Philip Nicholls, Director of Music, accompanied
by Mr Siegfried Franke, Cathedral Organist.
This service was pre-recorded out of sequence in order to comply with COVID-19 restrictions.

Cover image: detail from the Nativity windows, located in the Ascension Chapel of the Cathedral
Some materials in this Order of Service are copyright: Texts of Scripture are taken from the New Revised
Standard Version of the Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America and are used by permission. Translation by the Dean
of John 1.1-14. Hymns are reproduced by permission. All rights reserved. This compilation is copyright,
© 2020, the Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne.

2

ORDER OF SERVICE

2

By his word was all created;
he commanded and ’twas done;
earth and sky and boundless ocean,
universe of three in one,
all that sees the moon’s soft radiance,
all that breathes beneath the sun,
evermore and evermore.

3

He assumed this mortal body,
frail and feeble, doomed to die,
that the race from dust created
might not perish utterly,
which the weight of sin had sentenced
in the depths of hell to lie,
evermore and evermore.

4

Sing, ye heights of heaven, his praises;
angels and archangels, sing!
Wheresoe’er ye be, ye faithful,
let your joyous anthems ring,
every tongue his name confessing,
countless voices answering,
evermore and evermore.
Prudentius (348-413), tr. RF Davis (1866-1937) & EL Burge (1933-2003), New English Hymnal 33
Last verse descant: Richard Lloyd (b.1933)

3

The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe, Dean, leads the

BIDDING
Beloved in Christ,
as we, like the wise men of old,
are drawn from the east to the radiant light of the manger,
let us also prepare—in heart and mind—to go to Bethlehem
and hear again from Scripture and celebrate with our carols
the glorious news the Christ-child brings.
But first let us pray in his name for the needs of the whole world:
As he was born, poor and in a manger,
we pray for the poor, the hungry, and the homeless.
As he fled to Egypt from persecution,
we pray for all refugees, and victims of oppression and injustice.
As he came to bring life, light and healing to all,
we pray for the sick, the suffering, and those who mourn.
As he came to reconcile us to one another and to God,
we pray that we may bear witness to his glory
by working for peace on earth and goodwill among all people.
Finally, let us remember before him those who rejoice with us,
but upon another shore and in a greater light,
that multitude which no-one can number,
whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom
in the Lord Jesus, we are forever one.
These prayers and praises let us offer up to the throne of heaven
in the words Christ himself has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

4

THE LESSON
Genesis 1.26-27
Read in Woiwurrung by the Most Revd Dr Philip Freier, Archbishop of Melbourne
Read in English by Canon Assoc. Prof. Kate Drummond AM, Lay Canon

T

HEN GOD

said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ So God created
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female
he created them.
Thanks be to God.
THE CAROL
The Lord at first did Adam make out of the dust and clay,
and in his nostrils breathed life e’en as the Scriptures say.
And then in Eden’s paradise he placed him to dwell,
that he within it should remain, to dress and keep it well.
Now let good Christians all begin a holy life to live,
and to rejoice and merry be, for this is Christmas Eve.
And then within the garden he commanded was to stay,
and unto him in commandment these words the Lord did say:
‘The fruit which in the garden grows to thee shall be for meat,
except the tree in the midst thereof, of which thou shalt not eat’:
Now let good Christians all begin …
Now for the blessings we enjoy which are from heaven above,
let us renounce all wickedness, and love in perfect love:
then shall we do Christ’s own command e’en his own written word;
and when we die, in heaven shall enjoy our living Lord.
Now let good Christians all begin …
And now the tide is nigh at hand in which our Saviour came;
let us rejoice and merry be in keeping of the same:
let’s feed the poor and hungry souls and such as do it crave;
then when we die, in heaven we our sure reward shall have.
Now let good Christians all begin …
Text: English trad.
Music: Peter Nardone (b.1965)
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THE LESSON
Isaiah 9.2, 6, 7
Read in Tamil by Lydia Thangadurai, Cathedral Server and Verger
Read in English by William Hastie, Cathedral Server

T

he people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived
in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. For a child has been
born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is
named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the
throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and
with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of
the LORD of hosts will do this.
Thanks be to God.
THE CAROL
1

3

2

4

This is the truth sent from above,
the truth of God, the God of love,
therefore don’t turn me from your door,
but hearken all both rich and poor.
Though God had given all things good,
yet sin we did and sin we would;
and so a promise soon did run,
that he would redeem us by his Son.

And at this season of the year
our blessed Redeemer did appear,
and here did live and here did preach,
and many thousands he did teach.
Thus he in love to us behaved,
to show us how we must be saved,
and if you want to know the way
be pleased to hear what he did say.

Text and Music: trad. English arr. John Barnard (b.1948)
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THE HYMN

2

O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King
and peace to those on earth.
For Christ is born of Mary;
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.

4

O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in,
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
their great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel.

3

How silently, how silently
the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming;
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him,
still the dear Christ enters in.

Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) alt.
Last verse
arr. Thomas Armstrong (1898-1994)
New English Hymnal 32
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THE LESSON
Luke 1: 26-35, 38
Read in Indonesian by Dr Reinaldo Adjiputro, Cathedral Congregation and Lay Reader
Read in English by Mr Tim James, Cathedral Congregation and Welcomer

I

sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will
be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for
ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can
this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, ‘Here
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the
angel departed from her.
N THE

Thanks be to God.
THE CAROL
Softly a light is stealing,
sweetly a maiden sings,
ever wakeful, ever wistful,
watching faithfully, thankfully,
tenderly her King of kings.
My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
Mary her song to Jesus
softly, serenely sings:
‘I will love you, I will serve you.
May my lullaby glorify,
magnify my King of kings.’
Lullaby, lullaby, lullaby.
Text and Music: Mary’s Magnificat, Andrew Carter (b.1939)
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THE LESSON
Luke 2: 1-7
Read in French by Mr Michael Shand QC AM, Lay Canon
Read in English by Ms Jenny Liggett, 8am Congregation member

I

days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn Son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
N THOSE

Thanks be to God.
THE HYMN
1

Silent night, holy night:
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child,
holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.

2

Silent night, holy night:
shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing, ‘Alleluia!
Christ the Saviour is born,
Christ the Saviour is born.’

3

Silent night, holy night:
wondrous star, lend your light;
with the angels let us sing
Alleluias to our King;
Christ our Saviour is born,
Christ our Saviour is born.
Joseph Mohr (1792–1848), tr. John Freeman Young (1820–85) alt.
Together in Song 311 alt.
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THE CAROL
Morning-song for the Christ Child
The quilted sea is gone like rain,
Gone and never found again.

A thin tree grows in starlit thirst,
Old and deep and past all hurt

Green morning sleeps, the sky is sown,
Kind and calm and all alone.
Text: Roger Covell (1931-2019)
Music: Peter Sculthorpe (1929-2014)

THE LESSON
Luke 2: 15-20
Read in Mandarin by Mrs Pricillia Zhang, Mandarin Congregation member
Read in English by Mr Andrew Victorsen, Cathedral Staff member

W

angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.
HEN THE

Thanks be to God.
Please stand to sing THE HYMN

2

‘Fear not,’ said he (for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind);
‘glad tidings of great joy I bring
to you and all mankind.
10

3

‘To you in David’s town this day
is born of David’s line
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;
and this shall be the sign:

4

6

‘The heavenly babe you there shall find ‘All glory be to God on high,
to human view displayed,
and on the earth be peace;
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, good-will henceforth
and in a manger laid.’
from heaven to earth
begin and never cease.’
5

Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith
appeared a shining throng
of angels praising God, who thus
addressed their joyful song:

Nahum Tate (1652–1715)
Last verse descant: Alan Gray (1855-1935)
New English Hymnal 42

THE MOTET
O magnum mysterium
et admirabile sacramentum
ut animalia viderent
Dominum natum
jacentem in praesepio.
O beata Virgo,
cujus viscera meruerunt portare
Dominum Jesum Christum.
Alleluia!

O how great a mystery
and worthy sacrament
that animals should behold
the newborn Lord
lying in a manger.
O blessed Virgin,
whose womb was worthy to bear
the Lord Jesus Christ.
Alleluia!
Text: Responsory in the Second Nocturn of Christmas Matins
Music: Tomas Luis da Victoria (1548-1611)

THE LESSON
Matthew 2: 1, 9b-11
Read in Sinhala by Ms Naomi Nayagam, Lay Canon
Read in English by Mrs Fran Henderson, Welcomer and Hospitality Group Member

I

time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem; and there, ahead of them, went the star
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
N THE

Thanks be to God.
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THE CAROL
Minuit, Chrétien,
c’est l’heure solenelle
ou l’Homme Dieu descendit jusqu’a nous,
pour effacer la tache originelle
et de son Père arrêter le courroux.
Le monde entire tressaille d’esperance
a cette nuit qui lui donne un Sauveur.
Peuple, à genoux!
attends ta deliverance.
Noël, noël! Voici le Rédempteur.

Midnight, Christians,
it is the solemn hour
When God as man descended unto us
to erase the stain of original sin
and to end the wrath of his father.
The entire world thrills with hope
on this night that gives it a Saviour.
People kneel down!
Wait for your salvation.
Noël, noël! Behold the Redeemer.

De notre foi que la lumière ardente
nous guide tous au berceau de l’enfant,
comme autrefois une étoile brillante
y conduisit les chefs de l’Orient.
Le Roi des rois naît
dans une humble crèche:
puissants du jour,
fiers de votre grandeur,
a votre orgueil,
c’est de là que Dieu prêche.
Courbez vos fronts devant le Rédempteur.

May the ardent light of our faith
guide us all to the cradle of the infant,
as in ancient times a brilliant star
guided the chiefs of the Orient.
The King of kings was born
in a humble manger:
O chiefs of today,
proud of your greatness,
it is to your pride
that God preaches.
Bow your heads before the Redeemer!

Le Rédempteur a brisé toute entrave:
la terre est libre, et le ciel est ouvert.
Il voit un frère
où n’était qu’un esclave,
L’amour unit ceux qu’enchaînait le fer.
Qui lui dira notre reconnaissance?
C’est pour nous tous qu’il naît,
qu’il souffre et meurt.
Peuple debout! Chante ta délivrance,
Noël, noël! Chantons le Rédempteur!

The Redeemer has broken every bond:
the Earth is free, and Heaven is open.
He sees a brother
where there was a slave,
love unites those that iron had chained.
Who will tell him of our gratitude?
For all of us he is born,
he suffers and dies.
People arise! Sing of your salvation,
Noël, noël! sing of the Redeemer!

Text: Placide Cappeau de Roquemaure (1808-77)
Music: Adolphe Adam (1803-56), arr. John Rutter (b.1945)

THE ADDRESS
The Dean

12

THE HYMN

2

God of God,
Light of Light,
Lo! he abhors not
the Virgin’s womb;
very God,
begotten not created:
O come, let us adore him …

3 Gloria in excelsis Deo

Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing all ye citizens
of heaven above;
Glory to God
in the highest:
O come, let us adore him …

4

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing:
O come, let us adore him …
Latin by John Francis Wade (c.1711-86),
tr. Frederick Oakeley (1801-80) and others
last verse descant by David Willcocks (1919-2015)
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THE FINAL LESSON
John 1: 1-14
Read by the Dean

I

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by
him, and without him was nothing that was made. In him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. The light shone in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it.
N THE

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself
was not that light, but was sent to testify to that light. The true light, which
enlightens all people, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world was made by him; and yet the world knew
him not. He came to his own, and his own received him not. But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God; who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God.
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
Thanks be to God.
Remain standing to sing verses 3 to 5 of THE HYMN
produced by the St Paul’s Cathedral Virtual Choir Project
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1 Solo

2 Choir Only

4 in Pinyin (translation at end of order of service)

5

Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

Yǒu yī tiān wǒ men yào jiàn tā,
tā chéng jiù jiù shú dà gōng.
Nà kě' ài wēn róu shèng yīng hái,
shì tiān shàng zhǎng quán jūn zhǔ.
Tā yǐn lǐng tā de ér nǚ,
wǎng tā suǒ zài dì dì fāng.

He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and mean and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.

Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him: but in heaven,
set at God’s right hand on high,
when, like stars, his children crowned
all in white shall wait around.
Cecil Frances Alexander (1818–1895) alt.
New English Hymnal 34 alt.
last verse descant: Andrew Carter (b.1939)

THE COLLECT AND BLESSING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only
Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we
may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.
Amen.
Now may Christ who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and
heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.
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THE POSTLUDE
In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 – J. S. Bach
Played by Mr Siegfried Franke, Cathedral Organist

Verse 4 of Once in Royal David’s City, sung in Pinyin, is translated ‘And our eyes
at last shall see him, / through his own redeeming love, / for that child so dear
and gentle / is our Lord in heaven above; / and he leads his children on / to the
place where he is gone.
Participants in the St Paul’s Cathedral Virtual Choir Project (not all were able to
be included in the final production)
Reinaldo Adjiputro
Hilary Bagshaw
Graham Balderstone
Janet & Alan Bell
Tim Bell
Kristy Biber
Santoso Budiman
Barbara Burge
Christopher Carolane
Roslyn Carolane
Mia Centofanti
Mark Chen
Cecilia Cheng
Eugene Chin
Maxwell Chao-Hong
Sophie Clapperton
Tyler Clark
Ottavia Cole
Raphael Columbine
Isabella Cosmano
Stephanie Cosmano
Oskar Deutscher
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Kate Drummond
Niki Ebacioni
Alannah Englezakis
Lucinda Fitzmaurice
Lucy Forrest
Emily Fraser
Craig Gray
Elleni Habibis
Jimmy Hilton
Stella Horvath
Terence Hsu
Thomas Johnston
Adam King
Asher King
William Liasatos
Jenny Liggett
Amber Lin
Andreas Loewe
Thomas McMillan
Rosemary Maries
Samaria-Pearl Naikar
Vincent Naikar

Philip Nicholls
Ben Owen
Heather Patacca
Helen & Philip Rowlands
Catriona Russell
Sam Shaw
Trina Siwabessy-Zhou
Peter Sherlock
Benjamin Slavec
Mark Slavec
Ben Smyth
Gayatri Tate
Laura Tatti
Stuart Tennant
Bruce Tonge
Chiara Torbet
Alexis Vardoulakis
Robert Vun
Emma Warburton
David Worland
Ben Zhou

CHRISTMAS at ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL
CHRISTMAS EVE
Children’s Christmas Service - 24 December, 3pm
All are warmly welcome to celebrate the birth of Jesus with stories, music and activities
especially for children. (Online)
Christmas Carol Service - 24 December, 6pm
Join us for a repeat of the December 13 traditional Service of Lessons and Carols.
Preacher: The Dean. (Online & Simulcast on Channel 31 [Digital 44])
A Mandarin Christmas - 24 December, 8pm
華語聖誕晚會

十二月廾四日 , 晚上八時

A Mandarin language service proclaiming Jesus’ birth in song, scripture, preaching and prayer.
Preacher: The Revd Canon Robert Vun (Online & Simulcast on Channel 31 [Digital 44])
內容: 平安信息, 詩歌, 祈禱
First Eucharist of Christmas - 24 December, 10pm
A traditional service with Holy Communion, led by the Cathedral Choir.
Preacher: The Dean. (Online & In-person – tickets required)
CHRISTMAS DAY
Traditional Christmas Eucharist with Carols - 25 December, 8am
Celebrate Christmas at this Book of Common Prayer service.
Preacher: The Precentor (Online & In-person – tickets required)
Christmas Morning Choral Eucharist - 25 December, 10am
The Archbishop of Melbourne will preach and lead this Christmas morning Eucharist. Be
uplifted by wonderful Christmas readings, hymns and carols accompanied by the Cathedral
Choir and organ. (In person, Online & Simulcast on Channel 31 [Digital 44])
Preacher: The Most Revd Dr Philip Freier, Archbishop of Melbourne.

The Dean and Chapter, staff and members of St Paul’s Cathedral
wish you a blessed Christmas, and all good wishes for 2021.
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