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WELCOME 

Welcome to St Paul’s Cathedral, the home for worshippers from more than two 
dozen nations, the seat of the Anglican Archbishop of Melbourne and the home 
church for Anglicans in Melbourne and Victoria. We are delighted that you are 
with us this evening: come and worship with us again. 

Whether you are Anglican, from another Christian Church or another faith 
tradition, you are warmly welcome to take part in the service. If you want to find 
out more about the Christian faith, please make yourself known to our clergy.  

We worship on the traditional lands of the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin nation 
and we acknowledge and pay our respect to their elders past and present and to 
Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders with us today. 

Please join us in singing the hymns and saying those parts of the service printed 
in bold type.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE LEADERS Officiant and Preacher: The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe, Dean; Lay Clerks of 
the St Paul’s Cathedral Choir directed by Mr Philip Nicholls, Director of Music, accompanied by 
Mr Siegfried Franke, Cathedral Organist. 

This service was pre-recorded in order to comply with COVID-19 restrictions. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

ADVENT RESPONSORY 

I look from afar: 
and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth. 
Go ye out to meet him and say: 
Tell us, art thou he, he that should come to reign over thy people Israel? 
High and low, rich and poor, one with another, go ye out to meet him and say: 
Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, 
Tell us, art thou he that should come? 
Stir up thy strength, O Lord: and come to reign over thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
I look from afar: 
and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth. 
Go ye out to meet him and say: 
Tell us, art thou he, he that should come to reign over thy people Israel? 

Sarum plainchant,  
and Anglican chant after Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

THE INTROIT HYMN 

The choir alone sings the first two verses of the hymn 
1 

Come thou Redeemer of the earth 
and manifest thy virgin-birth: 
let every age adoring fall; 
such birth befits the God of all. 

2 

Begotten of no human will, 
but of the Spirit, thou art still 
the Word of God in flesh arrayed 
the promised fruit to all displayed. 

 
All sing and complete the hymn 
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4 

Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, 
and darkness breathe a newer light, 
where endless faith shall shine serene 
and twilight never intervene. 

5 

All laud, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent sets thy people free, 
whom with the Father we adore, 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

 
St Ambrose (340-397) tr. John Mason Neale (1818-66) and others alt. 

Australian Hymn Book 6 

THE BIDDING 
The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe, Dean of Melbourne  
 

Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas let us prepare 
ourselves so that we may be shown its true meaning.  Let us hear, in lessons from 
Holy Scripture, how the prophets of Israel foretold that God would visit and 
redeem his waiting people. Let us rejoice, in our carols and hymns, that the good 
purpose of God is being mightily fulfilled.  And let us celebrate the promise that 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, will bring all into the glory of God’s eternal 
kingdom. 
But first, let us pray for the world which God so loves, that we may be faithful 
stewards of God’s good creation; for the Church in this place and everywhere, 
that it may in pure joy lift up the light of the love of God; for all those who suffer, 
that they may be comforted; and for ourselves and all whom we love, that we may 
rejoice to hear again the good news of the Christ. 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer to God, in the words which Christ 
himself taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

THE FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 23.5-6 
Read by Niki Ebacioni, Lay Clerk 

5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is 
our righteousness.’ 

Thanks be to God. 
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The Choir sings 

CAROL 

O come, O come, Emmanuel – Ralph Morton (1949-2016) 

1 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
tbhat mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! … 

3 

O come, thou key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high 
and close the path to misery. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! … 

2 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might 
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times didst give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! … 

5 

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! … 

 

Please be seated 

THE SECOND LESSON  Haggai 2.6-9 
Read by Philip Nicholls, Director of Music 

6For thus says the Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the 
heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; 7and I will shake all the 
nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house with 
splendour, says the Lord of hosts. 8The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says 
the Lord of hosts. 9The latter splendour of this house shall be greater than the 
former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, says 
the Lord of hosts. 

Thanks be to God. 
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The Choir sings  

THE CAROL  

Come thou fount of every blessing – John Helgen (b.1957) 
1 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 
While the hope of endless glory 
fills my heart with joy and love, 
teach me ever to adore thee; 
may I still thy goodness prove. 

2 

Here I raise my Ebenezer, [holy altar] 
hither by thy help I’m come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed his precious blood. 

3 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
daily I’m constrained to be: 
let that grace now like a fetter 
bind my wandering heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
prone to leave the God I love. 
Here’s my heart, oh, take it, seal it, 
seal it for thy courts above. 

THE HYMN  

 
2 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

3 

Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us for ever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

4 

By thine own eternal Spirit, 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Charles Wesley (1707–88) 
New English Hymnal 3 
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THE THIRD LESSON  Isaiah 35.1-6 
Read by Kristy Biber, Leading Musician  

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen 
the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are of a 
fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’ 5 Then the eyes 
of the blind shall be opened,  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then the lame 
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters 
shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 

Thanks be to God. 

The Choir sings 

THE MOTET  

Sicut cervus – G. P. da Palestrina (1519-94) 

As a deer longs for the running brooks:  
so longs my soul for you, O God. 

THE HYMN 

Please stand to sing the hymn 
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2 

God in time, God in man, 
this is God’s timeless plan: 
he will come, as a man, 
born himself of woman, 
God divinely human. 
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
When he comes, when he comes, 
who will make him welcome? 

3 

Mary, hail! Though afraid, 
she believed, she obeyed. 
In her womb God is laid: 
till the time expected, 
nurtured and protected. 
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
When he comes, when he comes, 
who will make him welcome? 

4 

Journey ends: where afar 
Bethlem shines, like a star, 
stable door stands ajar. 
Unborn Son of Mary, 
Saviour, do not tarry. 
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
Jesus comes, Jesus comes: 
we will make him welcome. 
 

Frederick Pratt Green (1903–2000) 
Together in Song 283 

Reproduced with permission 

THE FOURTH LESSON  Luke 1.26-35, 38 
Read by The Ven. Canon Heather Patacca, 
Archdeacon of Melbourne & Precentor 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 
favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ 29But she was much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, ‘Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. 31And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can 
this be, since I am a virgin?’ 35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary said, ‘Here 
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the 
angel departed from her. 

Thanks be to God. 
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The Choir sings 

THE MAGNIFICAT  

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm:  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things:  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed forever. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 

Evening Service in G – Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
 
THE SERMON The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe, Dean 

The Choir sings 

THE ANTHEM  

And I Saw a New Heaven – Edgar Bainton (1880-1956) 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: 
For the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; 
and there was no more sea. 
And I John saw the Holy city, New Jerusalem,  
coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying,  
‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them and be their God,  
and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes,  
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying,  
neither shall there be any more pain, 
for the former things are passed away.’ 

Revelation 21:1-4 
Edgar Bainton (1885-1956) 
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THE FIFTH LESSON Mark 1.1-15 
Read by the Dean 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight” ’, John the baptizer 
appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.  And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  He proclaimed, 
‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.  I have baptized you with water; 
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan.  And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.  And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  He was in the 
wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and 
the angels waited on him. 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.’ 

Thanks be to God. 
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THE HYMN 

We rely entirely on your gift. During the Covid-19 pandemic, overall 
giving has dropped significantly. Please be generous.  
You can also donate online via our website www.cathedral.org.au/donate  
or by EFT BSB: 083-088, Account: 53-728-8315  

 

2 

Every eye shall now behold him 
robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced and nailed him to the Tree, 
deeply wailing,   [three times] 
shall the true Messiah see. 

3 

Those dear tokens of his passion 
still his dazzling body bears, 
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshippers: 
with what rapture   [three times] 
gaze we on those glorious scars! 

 

4 

Yea, Amen! let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory, 
claim the kingdom for thine own: 
Alleluia,   [three times] 
Alleluia. Come, Lord, come! 

 
Charles Wesley (1707-88) and John Cennick (1718-55) 

New English Hymnal 9, last verse descant by Richard Lloyd (b.1933) 
 
Please remain standing 
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VESPER RESPONSORY 
Led by the Precentor 

Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed, 
tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you. 
Stand ye still, and ye shall see the salvation of the Lord, 
tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.  

THE BLESSING 
The Dean 

We wait for thy loving-kindness, O God: 
in the midst of thy temple. 

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly expectation of thy coming, grant that 
we, who with joy receive thy only-begotten Son as our Redeemer, may without 
fear behold him when he shall come to be our judge, even thy Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end.  Amen. 

Christ, the sun of righteousness shine on you, scatter the darkness from your 
paths and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory, and the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and 
remain with you always.  Amen. 

Please remain standing for the recession, then be seated for the remainder of 

THE POSTLUDE 

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV645 – Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750): 
Mr Siegfried Franke, Cathedral Organist 
 

Some materials in this Order of Service are copyright: Texts of Scripture are taken from the New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America and are used by permission. Hymns are 
reproduced and are used by permission. All rights reserved. This compilation is copyright, © 2020 St 
Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne.s 
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