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Holy Communion (BCP) 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost • 27 Sep 2020 • 8 am 

 

WELCOME 

Welcome to St Paul’s Cathedral, the home for worshippers from more than two 
dozen nations, the home church for Anglicans in Melbourne and Victoria. We are 
delighted that you have joined us for our streamed service this morning: come 
and worship with us again. 

The cathedral is situated on the traditional lands of the Kulin nation and we 
acknowledge and pay our respect to their elders past, present and emerging, and 
commit ourselves to the ongoing work of reconciliation in our nation. 

Please join us in singing the hymns and saying those parts of the service printed 
in bold type.  

Offerings We rely entirely on your gift. During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
congregational giving has dropped significantly. Please be generous. You can 
also donate online via our website www.cathedral.org.au/donate or by EFT 
BSB: 083-088, Account: 53-728-8315.  

Safeguarding We strongly condemn any form of abuse and are committed to 
safeguarding children and vulnerable people, and to speaking out against 
violence against women. All our staff and volunteers complete training and 
relevant checks. If you would like to raise any concerns, please contact the 
independent Professional Standards Body, Kooyoora. Tel. 1800 135 246. For 
advice in the case of family violence, ring 1800 737 732. 

 
 

LEADING TODAY’S SERVICE 

Celebrant & Preacher  
The Revd Canon Dr Stephen Ames 
Associate Priest 

Cantor: 
Mr Philip Nicholls, Director of Music 
 

 

 

St Paul’s Cathedral        

Together transforming our City and Diocese 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

The people stand as the ministers enter then sit or kneel as the president prays 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

THE COLLECT OF PURITY 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: Hear O Israel, The Lord our God is one Lord; and 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength. This is the first commandment. And 
the second is like, namely this: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is 
none other commandment greater than these. On these two commandments hang 
all the Law and the Prophets:  

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

THE COLLECT 

Let us pray: 

O Lord, we beseech thee, let thy continual pity cleanse and defend thy Church; 
and, because it cannot continue in safety without thy succour, preserve it 
evermore by thy help and goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 THE READINGS AND PSALM 

The people are seated at the invitation of the president. 

THE FIRST READING   Exodus 17.1-7 

1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no 
water for the people to drink. 2The people quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give 
us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do 
you test the LORD?’ 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the people 
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complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and livestock with thirst?’ 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, 
‘What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ 5The LORD  
said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel 
with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I 
will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and 
water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight 
of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the 
Israelites quarrelled and tested the LORD, saying, ‘Is the LORD among us or not?’ 
 

Hear the word of the Lord,  
thanks be to God. 

PSALM 78.1-4, 11-16  

1 Give heed to my teaching, O my people: 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth; 

2 For I will open my mouth in a parable: 
and expound the mysteries of former times. 

3 What we have heard and known: 
what our forebears have told us, 

   4 We will not hide from their children, but declare to a generation yet to come: 
the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, his mighty and wonderful works. 

11 For he did marvellous things in the sight of their ancestors: 
in the land of Egypt, in the country of Zoan. 

12 He divided the sea and let them pass through: 
he made the waters stand up in a heap. 

13 In the daytime he led them with a cloud: 
and all night long with the light of fire. 

14 He cleft rocks in the wilderness: 
and gave them drink in abundance as from springs of water. 

15 He brought streams out of the rock: 
and caused the waters to flow down like rivers. 

16 But for all this they sinned yet more against him: 
and rebelled against the Most High in the desert. 

 

THE SECOND READING  Philippians 2.1-13 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
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interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something 
to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, 8 he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 

9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure. 

Hear the word of the Lord,  
thanks be to God. 

The people stand for the Gospel.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 21.23-32 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 

Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew:   
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

23When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?’ 24Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority 
I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say 
to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” 26But if we say, “Of human origin”, 
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ 27So they answered 
Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 

28‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.” 29He answered, “I will not”; but later he 
changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; 
and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of 
his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 
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him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you 
saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

For the Gospel of the Lord,  
praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

THE SERMON   The Revd Canon Dr Stephen Ames 
Associate Priest 

THE NICENE CREED  

We stand and together affirm the faith of the church as we say 

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And of 
all things visible and invisible: And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 
son of God, Begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the 
Father, By whom all things were made: Who for us men, and for our salvation 
came down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin 
Mary, And was made man, And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried, And the third day he rose again according to the 
Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the 
Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the 
dead: Whose kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The 
Lord and giver of life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with 
the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the 
Prophets. And I believe one Catholick and Apostolick Church. I acknowledge 
one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the Resurrection of the 
dead, And the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE OFFERTORY 
We rely entirely on your gift. During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
congregational giving has dropped by 50%. Please be generous.  
You can also donate online via our website www.cathedral.org.au/donate  
or by EFT BSB: 083-088, Account: 53-728-8315.  

These sentences are read: 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven.  St Matthew 5.16. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasure upon the earth; where rust and moth doth 
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven; where neither rust nor moth doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through and steal. St Matthew 6.19. 

 

http://www.cathedral.org.au/donate
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Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, even so do unto them; for 
this is the Law and the Prophets.  St Matthew 7.12. 

Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.  Acts 20.35. 

The people remain seated or kneel for 

THE PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church: 

Almighty and everliving God, who by thy holy Apostle hast taught us to make 
prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks, for all men; We humbly beseech 
thee most mercifully to receive these our prayers, which we offer unto thy Divine 
Majesty; beseeching thee to inspire continually the universal Church with the 
spirit of truth, unity, and concord: And grant, that all they that do confess thy 
holy name may agree in the truth of thy Holy Word, and live in unity, and godly 
love. 

We beseech thee also to lead all nations in the way of righteousness and peace; 
and so to direct all kings and rulers, that under them thy people may be godly 
and quietly governed. And grant unto thy servant Elizabeth our Queen, and to all 
that are put in authority under her, that they may truly and impartially minister 
justice, to the punishment of wickedness and vice, and to the maintenance of thy 
true religion, and virtue. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all Bishops, Priests and Deacons, especially to 
thy servants Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Geoff our Primate, Philip, our 
Metropolitan and Archbishop, and Andreas, our Dean, that they may both by their 
life and doctrine set forth thy true and living Word and rightly and duly 
administer thy holy Sacraments. 

Guide and prosper, we pray thee, those who are labouring for the spread of thy 
Gospel among the nations, and enlighten with thy Spirit all places of education 
and learning; that the whole world may be filled with the knowledge of thy truth. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace; and specially to this congregation 
here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear, and receive 
thy Holy Word; truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of 
their life. 

And we most humbly beseech thee of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and 
succour all them, who in this transitory life are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, 
or any other adversity [specific intercessions may be added here]. And we commend 
to thy gracious keeping, O Lord, all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and 
fear, beseeching thee to grant them everlasting light and peace. 
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And here we give thee most high praise and hearty thanks for all thy Saints, who 
have been the chosen vessels of thy grace, and lights of the world in their several 
generations; and we pray, that rejoicing in their fellowship, and following their 
good examples, we may be partakers with them of thy heavenly kingdom. 

Grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God world 
without end. Amen. 

THE COMMUNION 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Ye that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity 
with your neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, following the 
commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways; Draw 
near with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your comfort; and make your 
humble confession to Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon your knees. 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, judge of all 
men; We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which 
we, from time to time, most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and 
deed, against thy Divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and 
indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these 
our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us; The burden of 
them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, Forgive us all that is past; and 
grant that we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee In newness of life, to the 
honour and glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 
forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto 
him; Have mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your sins; confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE COMFORTABLE WORDS 

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all that truly turn to 
him:  

Come unto me all that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.   
 St Matthew 11.28 

So God loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all 
that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  St John 3.16 

 



 8 

Hear also what Saint Paul saith. This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be 
received, That Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  1 Timothy 1.15  

Hear also what Saint John saith. If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins. 1 John 2.1 

THE PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.  
It is meet and right so to do. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God.  

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory: 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most High.  
Blessed is he who cometh in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

THE PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, 
whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so 
to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our 
sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through 
his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy didst give thine 
only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption; who 
made there (by his one oblation of himself once offered) a full, perfect, and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and 
did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 
memory of that his precious death, until his coming again; Hear us, O merciful 
Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we receiving these thy 
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creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy 
institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his 
most blessed Body and Blood: who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took 
Bread; and, when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, Take, eat, this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance 
of me.  

Likewise after supper he took the Cup; and, when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, saying, Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, 
which is shed for you and for many for the remission of sins: Do this, as oft as ye 
shall drink it, in remembrance of me. Amen. 

THE COMMUNION 

The presider receives the bread and wine on behalf of all. 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, preserve thy body 
and soul unto everlasting life. Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died 
for thee, and feed on him in thy heart by faith with thanksgiving. 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, preserve thy body 
and soul unto everlasting life. Drink this in remembrance that Christ’s Blood was 
shed for thee, and be thankful. 

Following Communion please join in singing  

THE DISMISSAL HYMN  

 

2 

With minds alert, upheld by grace, 
to spread the Word 
  in speech and deed, 
we follow in the steps of Christ, 
at one with all in hope and need. 

3 

To fill each human house with love, 
it is the sacrament of care; 
the work that Christ began to do 
we humbly pledge 
  ourselves to share. 
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4 

Then give us courage, Father God, 
to choose again the pilgrim way, 
and help us to accept with joy 
the challenge of tomorrow’s day. 

 
Fred Kaan (1929-2009) alt. 

Hymns Ancient and Modern New Standard 403 
Reproduced with Permission 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, 
The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee, for that thou dost 
vouchsafe to feed us, who have duly received these holy mysteries, with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favour and goodness towards us; and 
that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, which is 
the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs through hope of thy 
everlasting kingdom, by the merits of the most precious death and passion of thy 
dear Son. And we most humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us 
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 

The people stand to say 

THE GLORIA  

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men.  
We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee,  
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,  
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  
O Lord, the only begotten Son Jesu Christ;  
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.  
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.  
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord;  
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,  
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

THE BLESSING 

The Peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord: and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst 
you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PERMISSIONS. Texts of Scripture: The New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. Hymns are reproduced by permission. © 2020 The Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral. 
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PRAY WITH US 

The World Nations around the world facing surging Covid-19 infections, 
international cooperation in work towards a vaccine and treatments; wisdom for our 
media in their reporting on health and economic issues; peace in Belarus, Mali, and 
Hong Kong; the people of Beirut, continuing to deal with the mayhem caused by the 
port explosion.. 

Melbourne in Lockdown Wisdom for our Premier, Dan Andrews, and CHO, Brett 
Sutton; strength protection for health care workers; parents and children working 
and schooling from home; those isolated from family, friends and support networks; 
continued provision for those who have lost their daily work; care of the vulnerable, 
the aged and the homeless. 

The Anglican Communion Pray for the Province of the Episcopal Church of Sudan 
(Abp Ezekiel Kumir Kondo). 

The Australian Anglican Church Diocese of Gippsland (Bp Richard Treloar, Clergy 
& People) 

The Diocese of Melbourne Firbank Grammar School (Jenny Williams, Principal; 
Christine Croft, chaplain); All Saints’ Kooyong (Kuncoro Rusman, Lachlan 
Thompson, Daniel Abraham). 

Those in Sickness or Need Joan Woodhouse, Simon, Beryl Coombe, Robyn & 
David Forbes, Judy Clift, Andrew, Lucilia & Carlota Soares, Janet Marsden, Pam 
Sullivan, Patsy King, Martin Devine, John, Mark Rostoks, Henri-Felix Vinson, Sum 
Vita, Maria Vonn, Brian, Rose, Kathleen & Samuel Hodgson, Nancy Paterson, Paul 
Jeya Sorga Kumar, David Ormerod, Helen, Graeme Giles, Murray Seiffert, Jennie 
Carolane-Balks, Canon Christopher Carolane. 

Recently Died Neville Mellor (Priest). 

Year’s Minds 
27 Violet Brooks (Wife of Dallas Brooks, Governor) 
 Clifford Harris Nash (Canon) 1958 
30 Joy Napier (Congregation) 2009 
1 David John Penman (Archbishop) 1989 
 Kathleen Marjorie Hole (Wife of former Precentor) 1986 
 Gilbert Frederick Rusden (Congregation) 1990 
 


