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The National Science Week theme in 2020 15-23 August 

“Deep Blue: innovations for the future of our oceans’ and features the establishment of the 

 Blue Economy CRC.”  See,  https://www.scienceweek.net.au/schools/  

The Blue Economy CRC is all about “Delivering Innovation in Sustainable Seafood and Energy 
Production for a Marine Nation”   See, https://blueeconomycrc.com.au/ .  

Comment 

There is an interesting ‘tension’ between what ‘Deep Blue’ evokes and the ‘Blue Economy’.  The Blue 
Economy is very important. I notice however, it doesn’t mention the human waste (especially 
plastics) that fills the sea. The ‘Deep Blue’ note invites us to go deeper.  What this might mean 
includes something I found at the following site.  

The Marine Conservation Society of Australia 
       The Australian Marine Conservation Society (AMCS)  

is the voice for Australia’s oceans. 
 

           From the Great Barrier Reef to Ningaloo, no other organisation  
               has done more to secure a healthy future for our seas and shores. 

Tim Winton - Patron 
The AMCS team works across locations in Australia, fighting on the community’s behalf to protect our 

precious oceans. 

Our team has a mixture of expertise – we are scientists, researchers, communicators, campaigners, 
and fundraisers. We are overseen by a Board with representatives from business, science, industry, 
government, and the education sector. We value integrity, courage, commitment, and solidarity.  
Together, we share a passion for the future of our blue planet. 
 
 
Many good themes, with a ‘tone’ that is close to young people’s energy and interests. 
 
. Despair is not an option  
    https://www.marineconservation.org.au/despair-is-not-an-option-tim-winton/  
 
.  Plastics in the ocean  
        https://www.marineconservation.org.au/ocean-plastic-pollution/  
 
.  Protecting the Barrier Reef 
     the science; technology; the living reef supporting life;  the beauty of the reef, tourism 
     https://www.marineconservation.org.au/fight-for-our-reef/  
      https://www.marineconservation.org.au/reef-group-welcomes-premiers-stance-on-power-station/  
      
. Victoria’s Container Deposit Scheme 
    https://www.marineconservation.org.au/how-victorias-container-deposit-scheme-will-help-save-ocean-animals/  
 
Excellent materials for modules and sermons. See below for two examples.  
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CSIRO   https://www.csiro.au/  
 
   .  The ‘research’ heading gives quick access to relevant materials, for example… 
 
   .  circular economy  https://www.csiro.au/en/Research/Environment/Circular-Economy  
 
   .  ocean energy in Australia https://www.csiro.au/en/Research/OandA/Areas/Marine-technologies/Ocean-energy  
 
    .  capturing CO2 from the atmosphere 
        https://www.csiro.au/en/Research/MF/Areas/Chemicals-and-fibres/Materials-for-industry-and-environment/Energy- 
        production-and-capture/Airthena 
   .  Brief Reports on Replenishing fish stocks; Growing Tasmanian Atlantic Salmon Industry   
 
 
Excellent materials but will not suit everyone.  Two things that I think have real possibilities are:  
 
1.  Fishing stocks 
 
> Tasmanian Atlantic Salmon Industry.  See one page discussion starter: 
file:///C:/Users/sames/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempSt
ate/Downloads/ICS-SALMON%20(2).pdf                 
 
>  Replenishing Fish Stocks 
https://scsearch.csiro.au/CSIROau?q=Replenshing%20Fish%20Stocks&site=All&start=0&sort=score%20desc 
There a many items of interest in this link:  e.g. Naming Faceless Fish from the Abyss ; A more 
sustainable and productive aquaculture industry.   
 
2. Circular economy and waste management.   In addition to the CSIRO material via the above link, 
   there is very engaging material from Kate Raworth – The Doughnut Economy see, 
    https://www.kateraworth.com/doughnut/ . This provides down loadable material and two DVD  
    clips.   Raworth studied economics at Oxford for four years, has worked for Oxfam, and the UN.  
    This is worth exploring.   
 

• First Nations and the sea.    
The Indigenous Anglican priest Rev Dr Gary Deverell was willing to participate as part of an eminent 
panel for the Q/A for senior students that was to take place at Wesley College in August.   
 

 
Possible Modules 
 

•   The fish stories could lead to an interesting discussion group and connect with having  
                 a meal of Atlantic Salmon from Tasmania.  Could attract people who have an interest in  
                 fishing and in fish food. 
 

• The circular economy and waste management is very suggestive of possible modules. 
 

                                                                                   
 
                 The Doughnut                                           The Butterfly 
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    A good resource for exploring these two images is Kate Raworth’s Doughnut Economics,  
    Chapter 6, especially pp.212,220f.  See also the link above.  
     
.  The Voice of the Oceans is as suggestive as Deep Blue.  Is there a Psalm (to be constructed)    
   for the Oceans as Psalm 19 is for the stars? 
 

• Making sense of this theme in the light of our faith 
 
. This is one of the pathways of theological reflection, which we encourage everyone  
  to become more fluent in as they pursue the science-faith conversation.  

             
 

 


