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1 Peter  
 

Chapter Two Verses 13 to 25 
 
 We will look at this passage in two sections, verses 13 to 17 and then verses 18 to 23. 
 
Read verses 11-17 This section is the beginning of a large section that I think will take us 
some time to digest!  Verses 11-12 we looked at last week but it is good to read them 
again to remind ourselves of the context of this week’s passages. 
 
 
1Pet. 2:11   Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires of the 
flesh that wage war against the soul. 12 Conduct yourselves honourably among 
the Gentiles, so that, though they malign you as evildoers, they may see your 
honourable deeds and glorify God when he comes to judge. 
 
1Pet. 2:13   For the Lord’s sake accept the authority of every human institution, 
whether of the emperor as supreme, 14 or of governors, as sent by him to punish 
those who do wrong and to praise those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by 
doing right you should silence the ignorance of the foolish. 16 As servants of God, live 
as free people, yet do not use your freedom as a pretext for evil. 17 Honour everyone. 
Love the family of believers. Fear God. Honour the emperor. 
 

1. Verses 13 to 17 are Peter’s magnification of what he understands to live an 
“honourable life”.  What does he see as important? 
(i) What does Peter say is the purpose of submission to authority? (verses 15 -

16) 
(ii) What does “submission” mean in this context?   
(iii) How far should a Christian go to accept the authority of every human 

institution? 
(iv) Can you think of times in the Scripture when God’s people have disobeyed a 

human government and have been approved by God for so doing?  (See:  
Exod. 1:15-17; Dan. 3:13–18; 6:10–24; Acts 4:18–20; 5:27–29; Heb. 11:23) 

 
 
Exodus 
 1:15   The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named 
Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16 “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, 
and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” 17 
But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, 
but they let the boys live. 
 
 
Daniel 
. 3:13   Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego be brought in; so they brought those men before the king. 14 
Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that 



you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the golden statue that I have set 
up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 
harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship the statue that I 
have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be 
thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god that will deliver you out of 
my hands?” 
 
Dan. 6:10   Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to 
go to his house, which had windows in its upper room open toward Jerusalem, and 
to get down on his knees three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as 
he had done previously. 1 

 

Acts 
18 So they called them and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name of 
Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in God’s sight to 
listen to you rather than to God, you must judge; 20 for we cannot keep from speaking 
about what we have seen and heard.” 21 After threatening them again, they let them 
go, finding no way to punish them because of the people, for all of them praised God 
for what had happened. 
 

(v) Can you think of times in the history of Christendom when Christians have 
disobeyed a human government? 

(vi) What caveat might we put on Peter’s instruction to accept the authority of 
every human institution for the Lord’s sake? 

 
2. Looking at verse 16, what does it mean to live as free people?  How should we apply 

this principle today? 
 

(i) One commentator has said:   
 
“The freedom of the New Testament is not political freedom but spiritual freedom. 
The great freedoms of the Christian life are: (1) freedom from the ruling power of sin 
in our lives; (2) freedom from guilt because our sins have been forgiven by God; and 
(3) freedom from the impossible obligation of attempting to earn favour with God 
through perfect obedience. 
 
The Bible emphasizes that in those areas where the Word of God gives no 
command or primary principle, we are free and responsible to choose our own 
course of action. This is a freedom to choose what is right. Christian freedom does 
not allow us to do wrong. It does not permit us to disobey human laws unless these 
are in direct conflict with God’s ways. Nor does our freedom permit us to disobey 
God, because we are servants of God.”1 

 
(ii) In verse 17 Peter summarises what he has said in the sections previously.  What 

does it mean to “Honour the emperor” today? 
 
 

                                                        
1 Anders M, Holman Bible Commentary, vol 11; 1,2 Peter, 1,2,3 John, Jude, p34 



Read verses 18 to 25.    
 
1Pet. 2:18    Slaves, accept the authority of your masters with all deference, not only those 
who are kind and gentle but also those who are harsh. 19 For it is a credit to you if, being 
aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten 
for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you 
have God’s approval. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 
22  “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but 
he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on 
the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have 
been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 
SLAVES!! 
The notion of slaves in the 2020 is not only strange to us but is abhorrent.  In the first 
century the idea of slaves was quite different from today. Many “slaves” were treated 
extremely well, although not all were.  Note the words of Max Anders again concerning 
slaves in the time of Peter. 
 
“Slaves refers to those who worked in a family setting. Many of them were well-
educated and held responsible positions in their households. These “slaves” of the 
first century included doctors, teachers, musicians, and secretaries.”2 
 

3. In verse 18 “deference” translates the Greek word phobos = “fear”.  Perhaps 
“reverential fear” might be a nuanced translation in this case.   
(i) To whom should the reverential fear be directed – the slave’s masters 

or God? What reason do you have for your answer? 
(ii) What benefit might there be for the furtherance of the Kingdom of God 

if slaves suffer for acting rightly – if they suffer unjustly? 
 

4. The last part of verse 20 is a bit tricky to translate from the Greek.   
 
Note these well-known translations: 

   NRSV:  you have God’s approval 
   NIV:  this is commendable before God 
   ESV: this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 
   ASV: this is acceptable with God. 
 
Looking at the Greek, I think ESV is closest.  Certainly, the key Greek word is charis 
= “grace”. 
 
(next page please) 
 
 
 

                                                        
2 Op cit p34 



 
The ESV translation of verses 19 and 20 read in full:   
 
“19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while 
suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you 
endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing 
in the sight of God.” 
 
Compare this with the NRSV: 
 
“19 For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering 
unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? 
But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 
 

(i) What is the significance of “being mindful of God” (NRSV “being aware 
of God”) in this verse?  How does such mindfulness relate to one who 
endures while suffering unjustly? 

(ii) What parallel’s might verses 19 and 20 have for us in our twenty first 
century context? 

 
5. Looking at verses 21 – 25, why do Christians have to suffer? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pray Together 


