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Bible Study, Sunday 14th May 2020  

1 Peter  
 

Chapter Two Verses 11 to 17 
 
  SUPPORTING IDEA: Becoming an advertisement for the excellent attributes of God 

includes not only a verbal testimony but also an active testimony of living day to day. 
 
Read together, 1 Peter 2:11-17 

1Pet. 2:11   Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires of the 
flesh that wage war against the soul. 12 Conduct yourselves honourably among the 
Gentiles, so that, though they malign you as evildoers, they may see your honourable 
deeds and glorify God when he comes to judge. 

 
1Pet. 2:13   For the Lord’s sake accept the authority of every human institution, 
whether of the emperor as supreme, 14 or of governors, as sent by him to punish 
those who do wrong and to praise those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by 
doing right you should silence the ignorance of the foolish. 16 As servants of God, live 
as free people, yet do not use your freedom as a pretext for evil. 17 Honour everyone. 
Love the family of believers. Fear God. Honour the emperor. 

 
Verse 11 urges us to abstain from certain things.  Verse 12 urges us to do certain things.  Try 
to see these two as supportive of the other. 
 

1. In what ways are Peter’s readers “aliens and exiles” (verse 11)?  (See 1 Peter 1:1) 
(i) In what way (if at all) might we be “aliens and exiles” today? 
(ii) What do you think the “desires of the flesh that wage war against the soul” 

from which we must abstain might be?   What is at the heart of such warring 
desires?  (See 1 Peter 4:2b-4 and Galatians 5:19 – 23 (reproduced here for 
your convenience! ) 
 

1 Peter 4:2b-4 
so as to live for the rest of your earthly life no longer by human desires but by the will 
of God. 3 You have already spent enough time in doing what the Gentiles like to do, 
living in licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless idolatry. 
4 They are surprised that you no longer join them in the same excesses of dissipation, 
and so they blaspheme. 

 
Galatians 5:19 - 23 

9 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20 
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21 
envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned 
you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 



Gal. 5:22   By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such 
things. 

 
(iii) Why should Christians abstain from such things? 
(iv) Are all human desires sinful?  Give reasons for your answers. 

 
2. What insight does verse 12 give us as to the way the Gentiles were treating the first 

century Christians to whom the letter is being written? 
 

(i) Peter urges his readers to conduct themselves honourably among the 
Gentiles. 

(a) What does the term “Gentiles” mean? 
(b) How does one “conduct themselves honourably”? (verse 12). 

(Note:  the root word of the Greek word translated “honourably” 
here is “kalos” which means “good/beautiful/wise”.) For personal 
reflection: “Am I conducting myself honourably in all my dealings 
with others?” 

 
Re-read verses 13-17 IF THERE IS TIME!!!  This section is the beginning of a large section 
that I think will take us some time to digest! 
 

3. These verses are Peter’s magnification of what he understands to live an 
“honourable life”.  What does he see as important? 
(i) What does Peter say is the purpose of submission to authority? (verses 15 -

16) 
(ii) How far should a Christian go to accept the authority of every human 

institution? 
(iii) Can you think of times in the Scripture when God’s people have disobeyed a 

human government and have been approved by God for so doing?  (See:  
Exod. 1:17; Dan. 3:13–18; 6:10–24; Acts 4:18–20; 5:27–29; Heb. 11:23) 

(iv) Can you think of times in the history of Christendom when Christians have 
disobeyed a human government? 

(v) What caveat might we put on Peter’s instruction to accept the authority of 
every human institution for the Lord’s sake? 

 
Pray together. 
 
 

 
 
 


