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From the Dean
Working from home, as I have been during this
pandemic, is something that clergy have long
been accustomed to. When I served my curacy,
my front room was my office, and I led vestry
meetings in our dining room. When the lockdown
orders came, and St Paul’s divided up its staff
teams into teams blue and yellow (the Dean’s and
Precentor’s favourite colours and, incidentally, also
the heraldic colours of the Cathedral), I more or
less knew what working from home was going to
be like. I had down pat the important things, such
as making sure that work-place, work-day and
work-tasks were separated from leisure spaces
and tasks. What I did not expect, was the Deanery
Cat’s reaction to my working from home.
Jellylorum is a delightful, playful, female black cat.
She has been with us for seven years. We adopted

June 2020

her from a friend who found under her deck
soon after Jellylorum was born, and rescued her.
Our friend already had two cats, and so, after the
kitten was weaned she came to the Deanery. As
an indoor cat, she has free run of the house most
days. Normally, both Katherine and I go out to our
respective offices to work. Pre-lockdown, when I
came home, I would be welcomed enthusiastically.
And when I went on to my desk to write, I would
soon be joined by a purring black cat jumping up
on the chair, looking over my shoulder, or hopping
on the desk for a little walk across the keyboard. I
was rather looking forward to having my cat editor
back.
Jellylorum (named after T.S. Eliot’s eponymous cat
from the poem, ‘The Naming of Cats is a difficult
matter’) had other thoughts on the matter. She
did not like the idea of both her Deanery humans
working from home. Nor did she like office-like

accoutrements being added to the home. When
the desktop printer arrived in the home, it started
spitting out paper at unpredictable moments. A
new observation-stop to check on the printer had
to be added to the cat’s regular Deanery perimeter
walks. While the printer was merely an irritation,
the fact that Katherine and I were at home all the
time, was not good news as far as the cat was
concerned. Jellylorum made it quite clear to us
that humans needed to go to work for work, and
not stay at home day in and day out to work there.

Timeline: St Paul’s
Response to COVID-19
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華語崇拜

Jenny Lu

5.10pm

Adam Simmons

Nov 18 // Meredith Connie

23 March
Suspension of public worship at
St Paul’s Cathedral

IN THIS ISSUE

29 March
Start of online worship and
community group meetings,
prerecording Easter services

Weekdays
12.15pm

Oct 14 //

Tune in at 2pm on the
St Paul’s YouTube channel
youtube.com/c/StPaulsCathedralMelbourne
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Quarantine Companions

at St Paul’s Cathedral

Mandarin Eucharist

Jul 15 //

20 March
Numbers of visitors and
worshippers limited to 100

STREAMING SERVICES

2pm

Elisa Goodrich

Aug 12 // Amogh Ananth

13 March
Number of visitors and
worshippers limited to 500

Dean Andreas Loewe

Sung Eucharist with
Hymns, all-age Bible
Talk and Sermon

Jun 17 //

Sept 16 // Westgarth Ensemble

May your Pentecost be blessed. Like the Deanery
Cat, I cannot wait for things to get back to normal
and to see you all again soon at St Paul’s. ■

10am

THE

8 February
Removed high-use surfaces and
water in baptismal font

I am sure that, like Jellylorum, many of you also
long for things gradually to return to normal.
I certainly do. I hope that this COVID-19 edition
of Notes and News will help lift your spirits, as we
introduce the cats and dogs and other pets who
keep the St Paul’s ministry, admin and operational
teams company as we work and worship from
home.

BCP Eucharist with
Sermon

VIRTUAL
CONCERT SERIES

30 January
Suspended Common Cup and
shaking hands at the Peace

When the lockdown restrictions were gradually
eased, the Deanery Cat also began to relax again. I
still have not yet got my writing assistant back, but
Jellylorum is much more affectionate and playful.
The printer is still a rather suspect object, but the
Deanery humans are back at their offices during
the day for most days, and that’s just as things
should be for Jellylorum, the Deanery Cat.

Sundays
8am

St Paul’s Cathedral presents

cathedral.org.au
facebook.com/StPaulsCathedralMelbourne
youtube.com/c/StPaulsCathedralMelbourne

From the Office
Since the suspension of public worship on 23
March, there has been an intense concentration
of efforts at St Paul’s to expand and upgrade our
online streaming facilities. This hard work came to
fruition during Easter, which was like none other at
the Cathedral – more on that in Dorothea’s article
on page eight.
We are so grateful for the technology and resources
to be able to continue a consistent schedule
of streaming services and community outreach
electronically. Ahead of Easter we posted out
information packs with instructions of joining our
streamed services and community Zoom meetings.
If you have not received that information, or if
you are still having trouble accessing our services,
please get in touch at welcome@stpaulscathedral.
org.au or 03 9653 4220.
Preparations are being made to hold our AGM
electronically on June 28. This will take the form
of a live broadcast event that we encourage our
members to participate in, and we invite members
to submit their questions ahead of the meeting as
usual. More information on the AGM can be found
on page four.
St Paul’s will continue to observe, and support, the
health advice issued by the State of Victoria, the
Commonwealth Government, and the Diocese of
Melbourne. Staying isolated is not easy, but it is
making a difference. Although the office staff are
on a rotation roster to maintain physical distance
in the office, we are still contactable by email, or
by the office phone listed above.
From all of us, thank you for your support. We very
much look forward to welcoming you all back to
St Paul’s in person.
Joel McFadyen
Cathedral Secretary
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Church in the time
of Coronavirus

St Paul’s Cathedral
Annual General Meeting
The 2020 Annual General Meeting of St Paul’s
Cathedral will be held on Sunday 28 June at 11am.
In compliance with the health advice of the State
of Victoria at the time of this edition’s publication,
only fifty people may be in attendance in the
Cathedral.
To enable the full participation of all of our members,
the AGM will be streamed live to our YouTube
page, accessible via a private link which will be
distributed closer to the time. If you are unable
to access YouTube and would like to participate
in the AGM please contact Joel McFadyen on 03
9653 4305.
As usual we would like to invite members to
submit their questions to the meeting in advance.
The deadline for question submissions is 25 June.
To submit a question please do so by email to
welcome@stpaulscathedral.org.au, by phone to
03 9653 4220, or by post to:
St Paul’s Cathedral
Attn: Joel McFadyen
209 Flinders Lane
Melbourne 3000
If you are not yet a member of our electoral roll
or would like to update your contact information,
please ensure you contact the office for an
application form before 7 June.
A reminder: those of you already enrolled do not
have to re-enrol, though do let us know if your
contact details have changed. If you have not yet
joined our electoral roll, anyone who has been a
regular worshipper over the past year, is over the
age of 18, and an Anglican Christian (or a member
of a church in communion with the Anglican
Church) can apply to join the roll. ■
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Behind the Doors
Between pre-recorded services and live streams, St
Paul’s has been able to accommodate some special
projects since March. These have included the ABC
visiting to record aerial drone footage in the Nave
(above) for a project documenting landmarks that
have had to close their doors, and Revd Canon
Prof Dorothy Lee recording a sermon from nearly
six meters in the air in a scissor lift (below) as part
of an international Ascension Day service, which
was coordinated by St. John's in the Village, New
York and can be viewed by visiting:
www.youtube.com/stjvny ■

There is much advice available online and through
social media to enable churches to respond with
agility to our current changed circumstances,
aimed at helping congregations continue in
fellowship and worship. After a serious and
thorough survey of much of it, here is what I have
learnt. I include below the non-negotiables in order
to maintain the worshipping life of a congregation
when Coronavirus takes over. Absolute necessities
include:
An Andrew
Without an Andrew, the clergy are at a loss
as to how to stream services, upload service
booklets, enable online giving, switch on the
cameras in the Cathedral, or start the preservice slideshow. Andrews also provide service
booklet updates, regular email communications
with the congregation, deal with the plethora
of cancellations and postponements for the
previously booked pastoral, school, diocesan
and other services, as well as open and c l o s e
the cathedral, and count in those
presenting when recording a video.
They collect the mail, they call in
the Tech Guy when we need one,
and do all this with calm and kindly
composure.
A Joel
Joels are particularly helpful as they think ahead
and identify and head off issues that may arise,
as well as dealing with day-to-day issues that do.
They enable the governance life of the Cathedral
to continue smoothly, take minutes, and provide
office support to multiple staff. They bake
brownies, ensure communications
are working between staff and
produce communications for the
congregation, and do this with
grace and efficiency.
A Talitha
A Talitha is a non-negotiable when Coronavirus
strikes, as they will ensure there is plenty of
loo paper, soap, hand sanitizer, paper towels,
cleaning products, and personal protective
equipment. Talithas liaise with, and keep an eye
out for vergers, encourage other staff members,

contribute their problem-solving skills, collect
deliveries and ensure our compliance continues
even though staff and volunteers are
not all in the building. Talithas pay
great attention to detail, and show
confidence-inspiring adaptability
and competency.
A Susan
A Susan is invaluable in keeping a Cathedral shop
running when customers are not allowed into the
building during a pandemic. Susans set up online
shops, make sure that customers can obtain what
they want to buy and invent entirely
new product ranges. Susans draw
on their creativity and ingenuity to
turn a crisis into an opportunity.
A Sean
During a pandemic, the buildings are not used in
the same way. That is why a Sean is imperative, as
the absence of the public means cleaning, repair,
upkeep and building works can be conducted with
minimal impact on services and ministry. Seans can
arrange scissor lifts, streamline access for builders,
assist with vehicular movement during Bible talks,
clean awkwardly positioned windows, fill and clear
car parks, and generally ensure communications
around all these areas are carried out.
Seans have an eye for what needs
to be done, and follow through
with care and skill.
Stuarts and Dinukas
I always recommend vergers as useful
people when you need some help,
but in Coronavirus conditions, I
particularly suggest having a Stuart
to facilitate the weekday streamed
services and to clean and repair the
pew cushions. A Dinuka makes an
excellent complement, providing
Sunday service requirements, and
on Mondays putting to rights the
mess made by the ministry staff on
Sundays.
We are very grateful for the extraordinary
adaptability of the staff keeping our Cathedral and
offices operating. Many thanks to you all from all
of us!
Archdeacon Heather Patacca
Precentor
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MUSIC

During Lockdown
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Our last full choral service at St Paul’s was Choral
Evensong on Sunday 22 March. The Girls’ Voices
and Lay Clerks sang Herbert Howells’ O Pray for
the Peace of Jerusalem. We had been advised that
it was unwise to continue to insist that choristers
come to the Cathedral for choir, so we declared
a state of ‘every chorister for themselves’, which
meant, that for one service on Tuesday 24 March,
we had girls, boys, men, and women present (18
in total) to sing a final choral service for Evensong
that night. Thereafter we were first limited to 10 in
the building to broadcast worship, then 5, where
we remained for much of Eastertide. Choir was
officially suspended on 24 March until the recent
lifting of restrictions has allowed us to begin a
gradual reintroduction to services.

Britten’s Festival Te Deum and Elgar’s Great is
the Lord. These are perfect for at home learning
because they can be broken down into small
sections and learned gradually by just doing
the suggested two half hour practices per week.
Included in the module are detailed instructions
and techniques for warming up and learning how
to learn music on your own, along with suggested
recordings of the pieces to listen and sing along
to, and a practice chart for choristers to help them
keep track of their progress.’
Kristy and I have a weekly ‘office hour’ on Zoom
when we can tutor (or just catch up with) the
choristers to help them with tricky bits of the
music they’re learning. Hopefully when choir can
resume, we’ll have some wonderful new music to
bring together!
In the meantime, there’ll be a whole lot of new solo
repertoire for us to learn for the Sunday Eucharists
and weekday Evening Prayers. Join us online! ■
Philip Nicholls
Director of Music

COVID-19
Prayers and Resources
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Above: the 10.30 Eucharist, 22 March. Photo: Ming Zhou.
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EASTER

Redd (organist) on Easter
Day. Photo by Jason
2020 South / THE AGE

1. Canon Heather and 5. The Archbishop
Dean Andreas on Palm preaches on Easter Day
Sunday
6. Dean Andreas at the
2. Ruth Vun and Canon Easter Day BCP Eucharist
Robert Vun on Easter
Day
8. Canon Heather reads
on Easter Day
3. The Good Friday
Liturgy
8. Canon Heather,
Archbishop Philip Freier,
4. Christopher Watson and Dean Andreas on
(cantor) and Lachlan
Easter Day

During Holy Week I sent a packet of resources to all
members of the choir, encouraging them to join in
with the Royal School of Church Music’s Big Easter
Evensong, which was a curated livestream of ‘live
recordings’ of people singing in isolation, along
with which one could sing. I encouraged them
to prepare the music for this and join with it as I
prepared our own home choir learning modules.
I have sent out the first of these, on which Kristy
Biber comments:
‘Philip has created a set of modules to be sent
out to all our regular singers, young and old, to
keep them learning from home. The first module
includes some quite meaty works including

Lord Jesus Christ,
Great physician and healer of souls, now give us
your peace:
protect those working with the sick and infected,
enable researchers and laboratory staff as they
seek and test a cure,
grant swift and complete healing to those infected,
calm the hearts of those fearing the impact of the
pandemic on their own lives,
give your wisdom to leaders of nations and
organisations
as they make plans for the people in their care,
be present with all who are lonely and isolated,
comfort those who are dying and those who mourn
loved ones.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit enable us
to know you, love you, and place our trust in you,
the God who heals and restores life, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Additional prayers and resources to worship at
home may be found online at
cathedral.org.au/covid19/worship-at-home/
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Art and
Exhibitions
Living Water: Birrarung/Yarra Speaks
Within the Cathedral, a paper-river quietly cascades
out from under the stain-glass window of the
woman collecting water from the well, patiently
waiting for the world to reopen, its community to
return and its voice to be heard once more.

St Paul’s and the Virus:
1919 and 2020
The word unprecedented has taken a bit of a
beating in the past few months, but even a brief
look at the Pandemics of 1919 and 2020 shows
some strong similarities. It was the third wave
(January to June 1919) of the Spanish Flu pandemic
(1916-1919) which affected Australia. The maritime
borders were closed in October 1918 and all ships
were stopped and inspected. Even the creation
of a Commonwealth/State Planning Committee
looks familiar.
The first case was seen in Victoria in early January
1919. As the disease spread, Victoria and NSW
became one quarantine zone and their borders
with other States were closed. All forms of public
entertainment were prohibited, masks became
mandatory, long distance travel by train and sea
was curtailed, schools were shut, and businesses
closed for lack of staff, but churches stayed open.
Where cruise liners have played a role in this
pandemic, we read about the returning troop
ships during the Spanish Flu pandemic. The return
of soldiers from Europe had a very similar impact
on case numbers.
Churches initially chose to hold service outdoors
as it was the height of summer. A conference of
Protestant churches held at the Cathedral at the
beginning of February agreed that the services for
the first Sunday of the month would proceed as
normal. Masks would be worn by the congregation;
the clergy and choirs were exempt but choirs were
required to stay twelve feet away from everyone
8

else! A deputation led by Archdeacon Hindley was
to discuss arrangements for subsequent Sundays
with the Government.
At the Cathedral, on 2 February the usual services
were held for the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany but
on Saturday just six days later it was announced
that ordinary services would be suspended, with
the building open daily for private devotions from
10am to 5.30pm; services of intercession were
to be held each day at 10am, 11am, noon and
5pm. This arrangement continued for the rest of
February. There was one indignant letter to the
Herald suggesting that the Cathedral was failing
the soldiers returning to Melbourne. Normal
services resumed on 9 March.
All decisions seem to have been made by the
Ministry team and there is almost nothing in the
Chapter Minutes, which even fail to record the
decisions that had been made.* By April it was all
over and major celebrations were planned for St
George’s Day.
Dorothea Rowse
Hon Cathedral Archivist
*Editor’s note: Unlike 1919, today the ministry team
and Chapter work together closely to make such
decisions. Electronic communication means circular
resolutions can be discussed and carried effectively,
as was the case with the decision to suspend public
worship on March 23.
Image: St Paul’s Cathedral in 1919. Courtesy of the State
Library of Victoria. www.slv.gov.vic.au

The Living Water installation in the Macartney Chapel

The art installation Living Water: Birrarung/Yarra
Speaks was undertaken earlier this year with the
participation of many of St Paul’s congregation and
staff, and launched on 23 February with a Welcome
to Country given by Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Elder
Aunty Julieanne Axford. This project was as much
about the experience of the making as about the
end result, and I would like to thank all of those
involved for your support and enthusiasm and for
generously continuing to share your river stories.
Through the evolution of this work we connected
to both the river and community in thoughtful and
sensitive ways.
I hope you will soon have the opportunity to
visit the Macartney Chapel to experience the
installation’s soundscape and form, to read the
messages and feel the texture and movement of
the river-paper. In the meantime, the link below
will take you to my website about the project,
giving you an opportunity to have a sense of what
we experienced together.
www.anniquegoldenbergart.wixsite.com/st-paulsbirrarung
Annique Goldenberg

Reframing the Story
To mark International Women’s Day 2020 the
Reframing the Story photographic exhibition, a
collaboration between St Paul’s Cathedral and
the Diocese of Melbourne’s Preventing Violence
Against Women Program, was launched on Sunday
16 February. The exhibition celebrates over 170
years of women leaders in the Anglican Diocese
of Melbourne.
The exhibition was launched before COVID-19
forced us all to reflect on our priorities. During
this pandemic let us recognise that women
are particularly affected: women represent a
disproportionate number of the frontline health
care workers, social workers, teachers, as well as
unpaid carers. The “lockdown” has also meant that
women experiencing family violence are facing
increased abuse and controlling behaviours from
their partners.
Reframing the Story is not only about looking back;
it is about looking ahead, celebrating women’s
contributions as an expression of our yearning for
a fairer world in line with the story God dreamt
for all of humanity. Let us keep reflecting and
reframing our shared story. This is a story of hope
for all, so that everyone can thrive. ■

Robyn Andréo-Boosey and Dean Andreas at the launch
of Reframing the Story

For more information on the Preventing Violence
Against Women Program, contact:
pvaw@melbourneanglican.org.au, or find them on
Facebook and Twitter (@MelbDiocesePVAW).
Robyn Andréo-Boosey
Manager, PVAW Program
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Cathedral Shop
Goes Digital

1

If you are not yet familiar with it, why not have a
browse? You can reach the online shop from the
Cathedral website cathedral.org.au, directly at
cathedralshopmelbourne.com, or via Facebook.

1. Archie (Canon Heather) 2. Front to back: Champ,
Wallis, and ‘the Hoover’ (Trevor Whittaker) 3. Holly
(Philip Nicholls) 4. Peridot (Joel McFadyen) 5.
Ragnar (Talitha Fraser) 6. Princess Sophie (Canon
Chris and Roslyn Carolane) 7. Jellylorum (known as
Jelly, Dean Andreas) 8. Snowy (Susan Baker)
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When the Cathedral was open,
tourists wanting gifts and souvenirs were our
main customers. Now we are looking at other
items which can be sold online to fill the needs
of interested customers everywhere. If you have
a special request, or are having trouble finding a
particular item, please let us know.
Missing your morning ritual of lighting candles in
the Chapel of Unity? These same prayer candles
can now be purchased online in bundles of 12,
so you can light them at home in memory of
loved ones.

3

In late March the majority of the Cathedral Office
staff shifted to working from home, coming in only
one day a week on a roster. Over the last couple of
months our Zoom staff meetings have benefited
greatly by the cameo appearances of our pets,
who occasionally contribute to the discussion
by voicing their opinion on the matter at hand.
Here are a few of the honorary members of the
Cathedral staff. ■

The Cathedral and Shop may be closed but much
has been going on behind the scenes. While an
online shop has been in development for nearly
a year, this time of isolation and working-athome has been ideal for making a useful and
beautiful online store, which can be accessed by
everyone, all over the world.

Can’t find something you
want?
Email
giftshop@
stpaulscathedral.org.au
or
telephone 9653 4311 and
leave a message. You will be
contacted as soon as possible.
You can also purchase items
over the phone.

Quarantine
Companions

7
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6

We look forward to our doors being open once
more but until then, you can find lovely gifts,
jewellery, books and bibles, toys for children,
crosses and cards, and many other items,
wherever you are.
Head on over to cathedralshopmelbourne.com,
we’ll see you there!
Susan Baker
Shop Manager
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Join Us for Worship

Cathedral Directory

Schedule of worship from Sunday 28 June 2020

Cathedral Clergy:
The Dean

8.00 am
10.00am
1.00pm
4.00pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Sung Eucharist
Mandarin Service 華語崇拜
Choral Eucharist

Tuesday

12.15pm

Eucharist

Wednesday

5.10pm

Choral Evensong

Thursday

12.15pm

Eucharist

Friday

5.10pm

Choral Evensong

Sunday

Note: Weeknight Choral Evensong is replaced
with Evening Prayer during school holidays. For
updates on service times visit cathedral.org.au
Join our services online
cathedral.org.au
facebook.com/StPaulsCathedralMelbourne
youtube.com/c/StPaulsCathedralMelbourne

Cathedral Prayer
Almighty God,
who caused the light of the gospel
to shine throughout the world
through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul:
grant that we may follow him in bearing witness
to your truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen.
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