
Choral Eucharist  
Ascension Day • Thursday 21 May 2020 • 12.15 pm 

WELCOME 

Welcome to St Paul’s Cathedral, the home for worshippers from more than two 
dozen nations, the home church for Anglicans in Melbourne and Victoria. We are 
delighted that you have joined us for our streamed service today: come and 
worship with us again. 

The cathedral is situated on the traditional lands of the Kulin nation and we 
acknowledge and pay our respect to their elders past, present and emerging, and 
commit ourselves to the ongoing work of reconciliation in our nation. 

Please join us in singing the hymns and saying those parts of the service printed 
in bold type.  

Offerings We rely entirely on your gift. During the Covid-19 pandemic, overall 
giving has dropped significantly. Please be generous. You can also donate 
online via our website www.cathedral.org.au/donate or by EFT BSB: 083-088, 
Account: 53-728-8315. 

Safeguarding We strongly condemn any form of abuse and are committed to 
safeguarding children and vulnerable people, and to speaking out against 
violence against women. All our staff and volunteers complete training and 
relevant checks. If you would like to raise any concerns, please contact the 
independent Professional Standards Body, Kooyoora. Tel. 1800 135 246. For 
advice in the case of family violence, ring 1800 737 732. 

LEADING TODAY’S SERVICE 

The Dean 
The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe 

The Precentor 
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Cantors: 
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Mr Timothy Bell, FCM Lay Clerk 
Ms Kristy Biber, Lead Musician 
Mr Philip Nicholls, Director of Music 
Mr Ben Owen, Lay Clerk 
Ms Emma Warburton, Lay Clerk 

Mr Lachlan Redd, Sub-Organist 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
 

There the glorious triumph waits; Alleluya! 
Lift your heads, eternal gates! Alleluya! 
Christ hath vanquished death and sin; Alleluya! 
Take the King of Glory in.  Alleluya! 
 

Lord, though parted from our sight, Alleluya! 
Far above yon azure height, Alleluya! 
Grant our hearts may thither rise, Alleluya! 
Seeking thee beyond the skies. Alleluya! 
 

There we shall with thee remain, Alleluya! 
Partners of thine endless reign; Alleluya! 
There thy face unclouded see, Alleluya! 
Find our heaven of heavens in thee. Alleluya! 

 
Charles Wesley (1707–88) and Thomas Cotterill (1779–1823) 

New English Hymnal 130i* 

THE GREETING 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 

Christ is risen! Alleluia!  
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Christ has entered heaven itself, there to appear before God on our behalf. 
Let us therefore draw near in full assurance of faith, and confess our sins to the 
God of grace. 

Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; we 
repent and are sorry for all our sins. Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love 
and obey you in newness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (HYMN OF PRAISE) 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the 
Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ, with 
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. Laudamus te, 
benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te, gratias agimus tibi propter magnam 
gloriam tuam, Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, Deus Pater omnipotens. Domine Fili 
unigenite, Iesu Christe, Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
miserere nobis; qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram. Qui sedes ad 
dexteram Patris, miserere nobis. Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu solus 
Altissimus, Iesu Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu: in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 

 
Missa Ascendens Christus in Altum – 

Tomas Luis da Victoria (1548-1611) 

COLLECT FOR ASCENSION DAY 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that he 
might rule over all things as Lord: keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and 
in the bond of peace; and bring all creation to worship at his feet, who is alive and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

  



THE FIRST READING Acts 1.1-11    
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After 
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them over the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom 
of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard 
from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.’ 
 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, ‘Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 
 

Hear the word of the Lord,  
thanks be to God. 

 
THE PSALM: 47          Please sing the response after the Choir, then as indicated 

 
 

1  O clap your hands, all you peoples: 
   and cry aloud to God with shouts of joy. 
2  For the Lord Most High is to be feared: 
   he is a great king over all the earth. 
3  He cast down peoples under us: and the nations beneath our feet. 
4  He chose us a land for our possession: 
   that was the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 
             Response 

5  God has gone up with the sound of rejoicing: 
   and the Lord to the blast of the horn. 
6  O sing praises, sing praises to God: 
   O sing praises, sing praises to our king. 
             Response 



7  For God is the king of all the earth: 
   O praise him in a well-wrought psalm. 
8  God has become the king of the nations: 
   he has taken his seat upon his holy throne. 
9  The princes of the peoples are gathered together: 
   with the people of the God of Abraham. 
10  For the mighty ones of the earth are become the servants of God: 
   and he is greatly exalted. 
             Response 

 

Response Text: Ps 132:7 
Response Music: Philip Nicholls (b.1976). Chant: Richard Proulx (1937-2010) 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  

Please repeat the Alleluias after the Cantor, then as indicated 

 

He will not leave us orphans: 
he will come back to us, and our hearts shall rejoice. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew 28.16-20. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some 
doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ 
 

For the Gospel of the Lord,  
praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Please sit for 

THE SERMON  The Ven. Canon Heather Patacca 
Precentor of St Paul’s Cathedral & Archdeacon of Melbourne 

  



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

As we celebrate the new life we share through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ from the dead, we give thanks for the love, grace and forgiveness we know 
as his people, the Church.  

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the world and for the Church. 

After each set of prayers:  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

The presider concludes the prayers: 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE GREETING OF PEACE 

We are the body of Christ.  
His Spirit is with us. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.   
And also with you. 

 
  



THE OFFERTORY HYMN 

We rely entirely on your gift. During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
congregational giving has dropped significantly. Please be generous.  
You can also donate online via our website www.cathedral.org.au/donate  
or by EFT BSB: 083-088, Account: 53-728-8315  
 
Please join in singing the hymn 

 
2 

Here our humblest homage pay we; 
here in loving reverence bow; 
here for Faith’s discernment pray we, 
lest we fail to know thee now. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
thou art here, we ask not how. 

4 

Paschal Lamb, thine offering, finished 
once for all when thou wast slain, 
in its fullness undiminished 
shall for evermore remain, 
alleluia, alleluia, 
cleansing souls from every stain. 

3 

Though the lowliest form doth veil thee 
as of old in Bethlehem, 
here as there thy angels hail thee, 
Branch and Flower of Jesse’s stem. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
we in worship join with them. 
 

5 

Great High Priest of our profession 
through the veil thou enteredst in; 
by thy mighty intercession 
grace and mercy thou canst win, 
alleluia, alleluia, 
only sacrifice for sin. 

6 

Life-imparting heavenly Manna, 
stricken Rock with streaming side, 
heaven and earth with loud hosanna 
worship thee, the Lamb who died, 
alleluia, alleluia, 
risen, ascended, glorified! 

George Hugh Bourne (1840-1925) 
Hymns Ancient and Modern New Standard 263i 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty Creator, everliving God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 
and lived as one of us. 
 

By his death on the cross 
and rising to new life, 
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 
 

You have highly exalted him, 
and given him the name which is above all other names, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD    

Choir Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Communion Service (Series 3) – William Mathias (1934-92) 
 

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, 
this bread and wine, and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
we who eat and drink them 
may be partakers of Christ's body and blood. 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 
and when he had given you thanks 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.’ 



After supper, he took the cup, 
and again giving you thanks 
he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘Drink from this, all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
proclaiming his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross, 
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming again, 
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, 
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith 
We remember his death on the cross.  
We proclaim the resurrection to new life.  
We await Christ’s coming in glory. 

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son, 
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
we worship you, Father, in songs of never-ending praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power are  
yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As we join our prayers with those of the Church Universal, so we pray, each in 
our own language, the prayer that our Saviour Jesus Christ has commanded  
and taught us: 

Notre Père..., Padre nuestro..., Vater unser...,  

我們在天上的父 …, 天の父よ ..., Our Father who art … 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

  



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE COMMUNION 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  
for we all share in the one bread. 

LAMB OF GOD  

Choir Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace. 

Communion Service (Series 3) – William Mathias (1934-92) 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Come, let us celebrate the feast. 
Draw near with faith, to feed on Christ on your hearts with thanksgiving. 
Alleluia! 

THE MOTET 

Ascendens Christus in Altum – Tomas Luis da Victoria (1548-1611) 
 

Christ goes up to heaven on high, alleluia.  
He hath led captivity captive, alleluia.  
He hath bestowed gifts upon all humankind, alleluia. 
God goes up to heaven with rejoicing,  
   and the Lord with the sound of the trumpet, alleluia. 
He hath bestowed gifts upon all humankind, alleluia.  

 
THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER   

Let us pray: 

God of glory 
you sent your Son Jesus Christ into the world 
to preach the gospel of the kingdom. 
Strengthen us who share this meal to continue his mission 
by living the good news we proclaim. 

Father, we offer ourselves to you  
as a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory. 

 



THE DISMISSAL HYMN  

 

2 

The highest place that heaven affords 
is his, is his by right, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
and heaven’s eternal light. 

4 

To them the cross, with all its shame, 
with all its grace, is given, 
their name an everlasting name, 
their joy the joy of heaven. 

3 

The joy of all who dwell above, 
the joy of all below, 
to whom he manifests his love 
and grants his name to know. 

5 

They suffer with their Lord below, 
they reign with him above, 
their profit and their joy to know 
the myst’ry of his love. 

 

6 

The cross he bore is life and health, 
though shame and death to him; 
his people’s hope, his people’s wealth, 
their everlasting theme. 
 

Thomas Kelly (1769-1855) 
Australian Hymn Book 301 

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

Christ our exalted king pour upon you his abundant gifts and bring you to reign 
with him in glory; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.    
In the name of Christ. Amen.    

 

 

 

 

 

PERMISSIONS The Holy Communion Second Order: A Prayer Book for Australia © 1995 Broughton 
Publishing. Texts of Scripture: the New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 Division of Christian 
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