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1 Peter  
 

Finishing where we left off last week  
The main idea of chapter one verses 13 – 25 is that our living hope, our great salvation does 
not simply impact the future; it is to mark the way we live today and calls us to live holy lives. 
 
Recapping from last week, read 1 Peter 13 – 19 
1Pet. 1:13   Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope 
on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed. 14 Like obedient children, do 
not be conformed to the desires that you formerly had in ignorance. 15 Instead, as he who 
called you is holy, be holy in all your conduct; 16 for it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am 
holy.” 
 
1Pet. 1:17   If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to 
their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like 
silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or 
blemish.  
 

1. What aspect of God’s nature does Peter remind his readers of in verse 17?   
 
(a) Is this something that the Christian should be afraid of? 
(b) What does it mean to live in “reverent fear”? (verse 17)?  Is this the same kind of 

fear we might feel when we are afraid? 
 

2. Discuss verses 18 and 19.  What do they mean?  Compare verse 19 with verse 2. 
 
1 Peter Chapter 2 

First Peter 2 is about growing spiritually. The apostle Peter understood the danger of 
spiritual rigor mortis. He knew what it was like to yawn spiritually, to find yourself 
ankle deep in concrete with no forward movement or progress. Peter had spent 
enough time in the twilight zone of spiritual nothingness to be able to relate to it and 
warn against it.  

 
Chapter 2 will assist us in moving forward in our faith and growing up spiritually.  The 
main idea of the chapter is “God Is Building You”.  Becoming a member of God’s 
family initiates a lifelong building program. Just as buildings under construction 
improve in appearance as they near completion, so, too, should the behaviour and 
attitudes of believers improve as we get nearer to our eternal reward. 

 
Read 1 Peter 2:1-3 
1Pet. 2:1    Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all 
slander. 2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 



3. (i) What is the “therefore” there for in verse 1?   
(ii) Why does Peter say what he says in verse 1? 
(iii) Note carefully the five sins Peter says we must rid ourselves of.  (n.b the 

Greek translated here as “insincerity” is “huperkriseis” from which we get our 
word “hypocrite”.)  How common are such sins in the church today? 

 
Read together this extract by Max Anders in the Holman Bible Commentary [Vol 11: 1,2 Pet, 
1,2,3 Jn, Jude, p. 29] 
 

“When a community is under pressure, there is a tendency to begin bickering and 
division, which only makes the community that much more vulnerable to outside 
pressure” (Davids, 80). 
 
Malice, an attitude similar to hatred, is the desire to inflict pain, harm, or injury on 
another person. It includes the holding of grudges and acting out of these grudges 
against others. 
 
Deceit refers to deliberate dishonesty, to speaking or acting with ulterior motives. 
Anything less than speaking the full and honest truth from the heart is deceit. This 
vice is the selfish, two-faced attitude that deceives and hurts others for personal gain. 
 
Hypocrisy has an intriguing history. It comes from a verb meaning “to answer.” A 
hypocrite originally was simply a person who answered. Then the word came to 
mean “an actor,” a person who takes part in a stage drama, specifically the 
interactive narrative parts of question and answer in the play. From there, this word 
came to mean a person who is acting out a part and concealing his true motives. 
 
Envy must also be cast aside. Envy begins with a desire to possess what belongs to 
someone else. But it is more than this. It is a resentful discontent. Envy is “the feeling 
of displeasure produced by witnessing or hearing of the advantage or prosperity of 
others” (Hiebert, 111). 
 
Envy often finds expression through slander of every kind—the final behaviour 
attitude that Peter mentions in verse 1. “Slander” (katalaleo) literally means “to 
speak against someone.” It suggests running others down verbally. It is speech that 
deliberately assaults the character of other persons. It is any speech that harms 
another person’s status or reputation. 
 
None of these practices should have any place in those people who are born again. In 
obedience to the command of God, believers are to rid themselves of such attitudes 
and actions.” 

 
4. The reference to “milk” in verse 2 differs from Paul’s use in 1 Cor 3:2 and the writer 

to the Hebrews in Heb 5:12-13.   
 
(i) What do you think its meaning is here?   
(ii) Note the link between verse 2 and verses 23-25 of chapter one. 



(iii) What is the “pure spiritual milk” that enables us to grow into salvation? 
 

 
1 Peter 2:4-10 
 
Supporting Idea: Christians must grow together not just as individuals, but as living stones, 
which, when joined together with others, become integral parts in God’s building of a 
spiritual house. 
 
Read verses 4 – 10. 
 
1Pet. 2:4    Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious 
in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it 
stands in scripture: 
 
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
 
7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
 
 “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and 
 “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.”  
 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 
1Pet. 2:9    But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light. 
10  Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
 

5. I doubt very much that we will get to look at verses 4 – 10 in detail today.  However, 
if we do start it, discuss together what you think this passage is saying.  How does 
the metaphor of “building” apply to the church and to us today? 

 
 
  

 
 
 
Pray together. 
 
 


