
	

Sung Evening Prayer  
Wednesday 20 May 2020 • 5.10 pm 
The First Evening Prayer of Ascension Day 

 

WELCOME 
Welcome to St Paul’s Cathedral, the home for worshippers from more than two 
dozen nations, the home church for Anglicans in Melbourne and Victoria. We are 
delighted that you have joined us for our streamed service this evening: come and 
worship with us again. 

The cathedral is situated on the traditional lands of the Kulin nation and we 
acknowledge and pay our respect to their elders past, present and emerging, and 
commit ourselves to the ongoing work of reconciliation in our nation. 

Please join us in singing the hymns and saying those parts of the service printed 
in bold type.  
Offerings We rely entirely on your gift. During the Covid-19 pandemic, overall 
giving has dropped significantly. Please be generous. You can also donate online 
via our website www.cathedral.org.au/donate or by EFT BSB: 083-088, Account: 
53-728-8315. 
Safeguarding We strongly condemn any form of abuse and are committed to 
safeguarding children and vulnerable people, and to speaking out against 
violence against women. All our staff and volunteers complete training and 
relevant checks. If you would like to raise any concerns, please contact the 
independent Professional Standards Body, Kooyoora. Tel. 1800 135 246. For advice 
in the case of family violence, ring 1800 737 732. 

 

LEADING TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
The Dean: 
The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe 

 
Cantors:   
Ms Kristy Biber, Lead Musician 
Mr Philip Nicholls, Director of Music 
Mr Siegfried Franke, Cathedral Organist 
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THE GREETING 

The officiant welcomes all to the service and offers an Acknowledgement of Country. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed: 
and all people shall see it together. 
 

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE OFFICE HYMN 

 
 

2 

ascending to the throne of might, 
and seated at the Father’s right, 
all pow’r in heav’n is Jesu’s own, 
that here his person hath not known. 

4 

Be thou our joy and strong defence, 
who art our future recompense: 
so shall the light that springs from thee 
be ours through all eternity. 

3 

Yea, angels tremble when they see 
how changed is our humanity; 
for flesh hath purged 
  what flesh had stained, 
and God, the flesh of God, 
  hath reigned. 

5 

O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
all praise to thee let earth accord, 
who art, while endless ages run, 
with Father and with Spirit One. 

 
 

Latin c. 5th cent., trans. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) alt., 
New English Hymnal 58 
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THE OPENING PRAYER 

The day is now past and the night is at hand. 
Let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Father of lights, receive the prayer and praise we offer you as our evening 
sacrifice; make us a light for all the world, delivered by your goodness from all 
the works of darkness; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE READING  Acts 1:1-11 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After 
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them over the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom 
of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard 
from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.’ 
6So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, ‘Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

May your word live in us  
and bear much fruit to your glory. 
 

THE ANTHEM 

Be thou my vision, 
  O Lord of my heart, 
be all else but nought to me, 
  save that thou art; 
be thou my best thought 
  in the day and the night, 
both waking and sleeping, 
  thy presence my light. 

Be thou my wisdom, 
  be thou my true word; 
be thou ever with me, 
  and I with thee, Lord; 
be thou my great Father, 
  thy child let me be; 
be thou in me dwelling, 
  and I one with thee. 
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Be thou and thou only the first in my heart; 
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art; 
great heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 

Text: Irish, 8th century, tr. Mary Byrne (1880-1931) 
Versified by Eleanor Hull (1860-1935) abr. and alt. 

Music: Bob Chilcott (b.1955) 

THE HOMILY 

A reflection on the reading is offered 
 
THE PRAYERS 

Let us pray. 
 

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.  
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that as we believe your only Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to have ascended into the heavens, so we may also in heart and mind 
thither ascend, and with him continually dwell; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen. 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings are made according to need. 
 

THE EVENING COLLECT 

Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray: and in your great mercy defend us from all 
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
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THE DISMISSAL HYMN 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, overall giving has dropped 
significantly. We ask you to consider making a donation to help us 
continue our ministry. Please be generous. You can donate online via 
our website www.cathedral.org.au/donate  
or by EFT BSB: 083-088, Account: 53-728-8315.  

Please join in singing the hymn 

 
 

O praise ye the Lord! Praise him upon earth, 
in tuneful accord, all ye of new birth; 
praise him who hath brought you his grace from above, 
praise him who hath taught you to sing of his love. 
 

O praise ye the Lord! All things that give sound; 
each jubilant chord re-echo around; 
loud organs, his glory forth tell in deep tone, 
and, sweet harp, the story of what he hath done. 
 

O praise ye the Lord! Thanksgiving and song 
to him be outpoured all ages along: 
for love in creation, for heaven restored, 
for grace of salvation, O praise ye the Lord! 
 

 
 
 

Henry Williams Baker (1821–77) 
Hymns Ancient and Modern New Standard 203i 
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THE DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us praise the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-
pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son  
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

THE ORGAN VOLUNTARY  

Heut’ triumphiret Gottes Sohn BWV630 – Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
Mr Siegfried Franke, Cathedral Organist 
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reproduced by permission. © 2020 The Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral. 


