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1 Peter  
 

BOOK PROFILE: 1 PETER   
  
• A circulating letter to first-century Christians scattered over the northern part of 

modern Turkey 
• Delivered or recorded by Silas (5:12), a friend and co-worker of the apostle Peter 
• Sent from Rome identified by the code name Babylon (5:13) 
• Written shortly before the outbreak of the Neronian persecution in A.D. 64 
• Addressed an audience made up of both Jewish and Gentile Christians, with the 

majority Gentile 
• Written during a time of political, social, and personal persecution 
• Emphasizes the reality of suffering in the lives of Christians, but also offers words of 

encouragement and challenge 
• Has suffering as a primary theme, mentioning it sixteen times by using eight different 

Greek terms 
 
 
AUTHOR PROFILE: PETER   
  
• Simon, a fisherman, who followed John the Baptist until his brother Andrew 

introduced him to Jesus 
• Name changed to Peter by Jesus, signifying the rock-like character that would 

ultimately dominate Peter’s personality 
• Natural leader and spokesperson for the disciples 
• Impulsive, sometimes selfish, and short-tempered 
• Emerged as primary figure in the early church after the day of Pentecost 
• Travelled widely in ministry 
• Tradition indicates he was crucified upside down in Rome during the persecution by 

the emperor Nero, around A.D. 68 
 
Chapter One 
 
IN A NUTSHELL   
In chapter 1 Peter greets God’s chosen people, calling them to praise God. Although you are 
experiencing trials of great pain, he told them, through Christ you have new life. These 
temporary detours of suffering will actually strengthen your commitment to Christ and your 
testimony for him. Don’t allow the trauma of the present to blur your vision of your glorious 
future with Christ in heaven. Don’t allow the trials of the moment to distract you from living 
a life of obedience to God. Demonstrate this life by reaching out to one another in love. 
 
 
 
 
 



Read: 1 Peter 1 – 9 
 

1. Note to whom the letter is written (verses 1 – 2) 
 

2. In verse 3, what is meant by: 
 
(a) New birth.  (see John 3.3, 1 Peter 1.23) 
(b) Living hope (see Romans 5:1-2) 

 
3. Apart from being born into a new hope, what else does Peter say we are born into?  

(Verse 4) 
 

4. Who does Peter say are being protected and what is the protection for? (verse 5) 
 

5. Verse 6 refers to suffering various trials “for a little while”.   
 
(a) What were the trials these first century Christians might have been suffering? 
(b) Do you think we Christians today suffer?  If so, how?  Would anyone like to share 

on this point? 
 

6. Suffering in life is a reality.  Often Christians find suffering difficult to explain, 
especially when the “good”, “innocent” or very young suffer.  How can we make 
sense of suffering in the light of a loving, merciful God? 

 
7. What does Peter tell us about the results of suffering?  (verse 7) 

 
8. How do verses 8 and 9 relate to resurrection appearance of Jesus to Thomas that we 

studied a few weeks ago?  (John 20:26-29) 
 

9. In what way, if at all, do verses 8 and 9 amplify verses 6 – 7?  Why might Peter’s 
readers “rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy”?  Why should we rejoice 
with such joy? 
 

 
 
Pray together. 
 
 

 
 
 


