
St Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne 
Bible Study by “Zoom” 

Sunday 5 April 2020 (Palm Sunday) 
 

Readings:  Matthew 21:1-11; Luke 19:29 – 44 
 

The account of Jesus entry into Jerusalem on a donkey appears in all four gospel accounts 
(Matt. 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:29-44; John 12:12-19).  All four are basically the 
same, although there are some slight differences.  Luke’s account adds an account of Jesus’ 
reaction and the Pharisees’ reaction that are not in the other three accounts.  In this study 
we will look more closely at the accounts from Matthew and Luke. 
 
Read the two passages. 
 

1. What differences do you notice between the two accounts?  (At this stage we will 
just note them and discuss them later.) 

2. Look at the map below to get an understanding of where Bethany, Bethphage, the 
Mount of Olives and Jerusalem are in relationship to each other. 

 

 
 

3. What does Matthew 21.2-3 (Luke 19:30 – 34) suggest to you about Jesus coming into 
Jerusalem? 

4. Compare Zechariah 9:9 (written about 500BC) with Matthew 21:5. What can we 
deduce from this? 

5. What is the significance of the disciples placing their cloaks on the donkey and the 
crowd placing branches on the road?  (Compare with John 12:13) 



6. The words of praise in Matthew 21:9 and Luke 19:38 are very familiar to many of us 
who have heard this story many times.   
(a) Notice the difference between the two gospels? 
(b) What does “Hosanna” mean? 
(c) The cry of “Peace” in Luke’s gospel is consistent with Jesus coming on a donkey – 

the means of transport for a king in peace times. 
7. Matthew 21:10 tells us that when he entered Jerusalem the city was in a “turmoil”.  

The Greek word that has been translated “turmoil” is ἐσείσθη (eseisthe) which 
comes from the root word “sei-oe” (to shake).  You could translate it, “the whole city 
was in a buzz!”  Why do you think this was so?  Why would the city be asking “Who 
is this?” 

8. Look at the extra information recorded by Luke in Luke 19:39-44 (perhaps read this 
passage again). 
(a) What is the significance of Luke 19:39-40? 
(b) In verse 41 we read that Jesus wept over the city.  This is the second time that a 

gospel writer records that Jesus wept.  There are no other records in the gospels 
of Jesus weeping, however look at Hebrews 5:7.   

i. Why do you think Jesus wept over Jerusalem as he was entering the city?   
j. Who were the people for whom Jesus wept? 
k. Is there a warning for us today in this passage? 

9. Take Home Question:  Do you think that the crowds who cried “Hosanna” at the 
triumphal entry were the same crowd who cried “Crucify Him!” when Jesus was 
being tried? 

 
Pray Together. 


