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Novel Coronavirus and the Celebration of Holy Communion 

On 30 January 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the rapid spread of novel 
coronavirus (2019-nCoV) a Public Health Emergency of International Concern. As of that date, there 
are 7818 confirmed cases. Of these, 7736 cases are in China, 7 cases are currently confirmed in 
Australia, of which two are confirmed in Victoria.1 The WHO makes the following recommendations 
to reduce exposure to and transmission of the novel coronavirus which should be adopted as 
standard practise by individuals and communities: 

• Avoiding close contact with people suffering from acute respiratory infections. 
• Frequent hand-washing, especially after direct contact with ill people or their environment. 
• Avoiding unprotected contact with farm or wild animals. 
• People with symptoms of acute respiratory infection should practice cough etiquette 

(maintain distance, cover coughs and sneezes with disposable tissues or clothing, and wash 
hands). 

• Within healthcare facilities, enhance standard infection prevention and control practices in 
hospitals, especially in emergency departments. 

 

The Celebration of Holy Communion 

The WHO recommendations have been considered by the Melbourne Diocesan Liturgical 
Committee, who suggest the following practices for adoption by clergy and people at Holy 
Communion until the end of this Public Health Emergency of International Concern: 

1. The Greeting of Peace 

It is suggested that, during the greeting of peace, clergy and people refrain from shaking hands and 
instead greet one another with the words ‘peace be with you’ (if desired with a smile and a wave). 

2. Individual Communion Cups 

Before handling the elements and communion vessels, clergy and servers ought to wash their hands 
with an appropriate alcohol-based rub. When handling and preparing individual cups, gloves should 
be worn. 

After use, single use Individual Cups should be disposed. Again gloves should be worn when handling 
used cups. Multi-use Cups should be thoroughly washed following standard food handling 
procedures (i.e. in a commercial dishwasher or, if using a sink, by using gloves, hot soapy water and 
thoroughly rinsing and drying Individual Multi-Use Cups). 

3. The Common Cup 

As with the use of Individual Cups, before handling the elements and communion vessels, clergy 
and servers ought to wash their hands with an appropriate alcohol-based rub. Gloves may be worn. 

 
1 https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200129-sitrep-9-ncov-
v2.pdf?sfvrsn=e2c8915_2 
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As regards the administration of Communion in celebrations where no Individual Cups but only the 
Common Cup is used, the standard precaution to limit the spread of communicable airborne 
diseases by not sharing ‘cups, drink bottles, or other eating or drinking utensils’ should be 
considered.2 This has implications on sharing the Common Cup at the celebration of Holy 
Communion. The following two recommendations are made: 

3.1.  Consider intinction by the President 

In parishes that wish to continue administering Communion in both kinds, it is recommended that 
the presiding minister (rather than the receiving communicant) personally intincts all wafers before 
placing them in the hands of communicants. 

This is a practice widely observed in Anglican churches throughout the Global South. Communicants 
receiving in this way need to be confident that the clergy and all communion assistants follow the 
relevant WHO guidance on hand hygiene. We recommend that this practise be adopted at the 
forthcoming Ordination at St Paul’s Cathedral Melbourne on 9 February. 

3.2.  Consider suspension of the Common Cup 

In places with a high volume of visitors among Sunday worshippers, it is recommended that those 
presiding at Holy Communion suspend the administration of the chalice during the acute phase of 
the spread of the coronavirus.  

The administration of Holy Communion in the Anglican Church is principally governed by section 8 
of the Sacrament Act 1547.3 This provides that ‘the ... most blessed Sacrament be hereafter 
commonly delivered and ministered unto the people ... under both the kinds, that is to say of bread 
and wine, except necessity otherwise require’. The prevention of further spread of novel 
coronavirus suggests sufficient necessity temporarily to suspend or amend the administration of 
Communion under both kinds.  

4. Disposal of Consecrated Wine 
 
In celebrations where communion will continue to be administered by individual cup or by the 
president or assistant ministers intincting the bread and placing it in the hands of communicants, it 
is suggested that any left-over wine be reverently disposed by pouring into consecrated (church) 
grounds, rather than be consumed. Gloves should be worn when handling used individual cups. 
 
In celebrations where the administration of Holy Communion will be restricted to the distribution 
of bread, the president should personally consume the wine following accustomed practise. 
 

The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe 
Dean of Melbourne  

Chair, Melbourne Diocesan Liturgical Committee 
30 January 2020 

 
2 https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/attachments/ch55-staying-healthy.pdf 
3 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/aep/Edw6/1/1/section/VIII 


