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FROM THE DEAN
The season of Advent derives its name from the Latin 
‘adveniat’, ‘he is coming’. It is an opportunity for us to 
wait with hope for the coming again of Jesus Christ, as 
our Saviour and Judge as we celebrate his first coming 
as the child of Bethlehem. In order to focus our waiting 
and longing, we are given words of prophecy from the 
Hebrew Scriptures that seek to relate our experience of 
waiting with the centuries-long waiting of the people of 
God for the coming Messiah. 
Every Advent in our worship, we journey with the great 
prophets of Israel, Jeremiah and Isaiah, whose words 
we make our own in our own period of waiting and 
watching for the signs of the coming of God’s kingdom 
in our world. The prophets give us words of comfort 
and healing, but also of rebuke and warning. They tell 
us that the time will come when God himself will come 
to judge the world, and set things right. That time, the 
prophets know is a time of division: the people who 

have sought God’s nearness will be glad at his coming, 
they tell. For them the coming of God will be like a 
homecoming, will be relief and rejoicing. ‘Comfort, 
O comfort my people’, the prophet Isaiah tells, ‘speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem and tell her that she has served her 
term. … Say to the cities of Judah, “behold your God”.’
But there are others, the prophets know, for whom 
the arrival of God among us will bring division. God’s 
rule is just and righteous, we are told, and those whose 
dealings with others have not been just or equitable 
will be judged for their deeds. ‘God’s Messiah shall 
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land’, the prophet Jeremiah 
foretells. For the people of God, those who love God 
and live by his rule, this will be a time of restoration: ‘in 
his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety’. 
For those who are being judged and found wanting, this 
will be a time of great distress, as God turns the world 
and its rule upside down. 
The prophet Haggai describes this time in terms of an 
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incredible shake-up: ‘I will shake the heavens and the 
earth and the dry land’, Haggai records the words of 
the Lord, ‘I will overthrow the thrones of kingdoms, 
destroy the strength of the kingdoms’. The world will 
be purified, like an assayer purifies precious metals to be 
shaped into things of great beauty: ‘The silver is mine, 
and the gold is mine’, Haggai gives voice to God’s intent 
to cast the precious metals of the world into a sanctuary 
for his glory: ‘the future splendour of my temple shall 
be greater than the former’. Those who seek to share in 
God’s kingdom will flourish and prosper, the prophets 
foretell, while those who work against the purposes of 
God will be purified, recast and remoulded according to 
God’s design. Nothing, no one will be lost, but all will 
be changed.
All will be changed. And God himself will provide the 
means of that change. Christians believe that it was 
when God’s Son Jesus gave his life on a cross that the 
prophecies foretold by Isaiah, Jeremiah and Haggai were 
fulfilled. God himself provided a sanctuary according to 
his design: the Son who fully reflected his image and 
likeness, who on the cross opened both the earthly and 
heavenly sanctuary, tore down the barriers that divide 
God from humankind, and enabled the love and mercy 
of God to flow like the plentiful rains that can make a 
parched earth flourish of which the prophets spoke.
The greatest of all the prophets, John the Baptist, 
assured those who would listen that by Jesus coming 
into the world, ‘the time is fulfilled’. The time of waiting 
is completed. God’s Messiah has come to mould and 
reshape the world. He is still at work among us, as 
people are invited to hear and believe in the good news, 
to be washed from their sins and baptised with the Holy 

THE DEAN’S LONG SERVICE 
LEAVE
My Long Service Leave has been a wonderful 
opportunity to reflect and rest, be renewed and inspired
 through study, prayer and community, and to catch up 
with longstanding colleagues and friends in Cambridge, 
England. I would like to express my sincere thanks to the 
Ven. Canon Heather Patacca for her careful stewardship 
of the Cathedral and its community during my leave. 
Archdeacon Heather led the Cathedral, its ministry and 
administrative and operational teams with great skill 
and care during a busy period of activity, including the 
2019 Synod. I am grateful for her leadership during 
my absence, which enabled me to have a refreshing 
sabbatical leave in the UK. Canon Chris Carolane took 
on the portfolio of the Acting Precentor, which ensured 
smooth operations during my absence. Thank you, 
Heather and Chris!
At Cambridge, my partner Dr Katherine Firth and 
I were visiting Senior Members at our old university 
colleges, Selwyn College (below) and Newnham 
College. As I commenced my visiting Fellowship 
there I was privileged to preach on the occasion of 
the Commemoration of Founders and Benefactors of 
Selwyn College Cambridge, an occasion on which the 

Spirit, to be moulded into a people who are precious in 
God’s sight. This Advent, I invite you to hear again the 
call of the prophets to be attentive in our waiting and 
longing, in our watching and praying, as we await the 
coming among us of God’s reign. May your Advent be 
richly blessed: Maranatha - come, Lord Jesus!
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BORING MACHINE BLESSED
Last month, Acting Dean Heather was invited to bless 
‘Meg’, the tunnel boring machine about to commence 
work at the new North Melbourne Station, and all those 

College community gives thanks for the ministry of the 
first Bishop of New Zealand, George Augustus Selwyn, 
and the efforts of the first Bishop of Wellington, Charles 
Abraham, in founding a Cambridge College in his 
memory.
A particular highlight of my stay at Selwyn College was 
to be able to return to sustained research. Katherine and 
I completed much of the core research for a monograph 
on Luther and the Arts. It was a real pleasure, too, to 
return to a place where I ministered and worked for 
10 years, meeting friends and colleagues. It was a joy 
seeing infants I baptised at Cambridge’s University 
Church, Great St Mary’s, in High School, and children 
I prepared for first communion as Undergraduates. 
During my stay, I was able to spend a Quiet Day with 
Bishop Rowan Williams at Clare Priory, towards the 
end of my stay, I was able to spend a week in retreat with 
the Bridgine Sisters. On my last Sunday in the United 
Kingdom I preached at St Paul’s Cathedral London at 
the invitation of Dean Dr David Ison.
I return to work at St Paul’s refreshed, with renewed 
energy, and a clear vision for the development and 
implementation of for the next stage of our ministry 
together.

Dean Andreas

who will work onsite in that section of the Metro 
Tunnel construction project.
In a tradition dating back hundreds of years, a small 
shrine to St Barbara, the patron saint of tunnellers, 
has also been placed at the entrance (it can just been 
seen in the picture above, over the left shoulder of the 
worker second from the right).
Meg, named after Austalian cricket captain Meg 
Lanning, is one of four tunnel boring machines that 
will be involved in the Metro Rail project - the others 
are named for former Premier Joan Kirner, Victoria’s 
first female state MP Millie Peacock, and decorated 
WWI and WWII nurse Alice Appleford. 
She is now tunnelling, at a rate  of 10m every 24 
hours, towards South Kensington,  where the western 
entrance to the new city loop will be located.

DID YOU KNOW?
Recent monitoring has shown that in 
a full day’s work, a Cathedral verger 
walks over 17,000 steps! 
Our vergers undertake a huge 
variety of tasks, both liturgical and 
operational, every day of the week, 
and we are very grateful for all that 
they do!
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ASSOCIATE PRIEST BECOMES 
CANON OF THE CATHEDRAL
At this year’s Diocesan Synod, the Revd Dr Bob 
Derrenbacker (right) was elected unopposed to fill the 
vacancy on the Cathedral Chapter for a Synod-elected 
Canon (clergy), replacing the Revd Dr Colleen 
O’Reilly (who retired at the end of 2018). Canon-elect 
Derrenbacker, who relocated from Canada at the 
beginning of 2019,  is the Dean of Trinity College 
Theological School, and the Frank Woods Associate 
Professor in New Testament.  Bob and his wife Cindy 
have been members of the Cathedral community 
since their arrival in Australia, with Bob serving as 
an associate priest since April, assisting mainly at the 
10.30am Sunday service. We look forward to adding 
Bob’s expertise in theological education and experience 
in different areas of the global Anglican Communion to 
the diverse range of voices on the Cathedral Chapter.

RESIGNATION OF REVD 
PROF. MARK LINDSAY
The Revd Prof. Mark Lindsay will conclude his term 
as an associate priest of the Cathedral at the end of the 
year. 
Mark, who has been an associate priest since 2017, is 
the Deputy Dean of Trinity College Theological School, 
and leaves us to take up a position as associate prist at St 
Mary’s North Melbourne, a parish with close links to the 
Theological School. We thank Mark for the sharing of 
his time and talents with the Cathedral congregations, 
and wish him every blessing in his new appointment.

ORDINATION OF PRIESTS
18 candidates were ordained as priests by the Archbishop 
in St Paul’s Cathedral on 23 November. The Rt Revd 
Matt Brain, Bishop of Bendigo, led the ordinands’ 
retreat and was the preacher on the day. 
Among those ordained was the Revd Jeremiah Paul 
(pictured below, front row, second from left), a former 
verger who came to faith at the Cathedral. 
We congratulate all our new priests, and wish them 
God’s richest blessings as the next phase of their ministry 
begins.
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BONHOEFFER BOOK 
LAUNCH
2020 will mark the 75th anniversary of German 
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s martyrdom at the 
hands of the Nazi regime, following a period of 
internment for his role in the resistance movement and 
his leadership of a network of underground seminaries.
Regular congregation members will recall the Dean’s 
Lent sermon series this year, which reflected on the 
Lent readings from the Gospel of Luke through the 
lens of Bonhoeffer’s seminal The Cost of Discipleship. 
This sermon series has now been expanded by Dean 
Andreas and Dr Katherine Firth into a short study 
guide, Journeying with Bonhoeffer: Six Steps on the Path 
of Discipleship, which was launched by the Archbishop 
on Sunday 24 November.
Intended either for personal or small group use, the book 
supplements the Dean’s reflections with a biographical 
introduction drawn from a talk on Bonhoeffer’s life 
given by Dr Firth at St James’ King Street, Sydney. The 
weekly studies also include a selection of Bonhoeffer’s 
prayers and poems in new translations by Dr Firth that 
aim to capture the writer’s direct and plainspoken tone 
in modern, accessible language.
In introducing the book at the launch function, Dean 
Andreas drew parallels between the injustices faced 
by Bonhoeffer and other resistance workers in Nazi 
Germany and the fragility of many people’s political, 
religious and other freedoms around the world today, 
including in our own country. He and Dr Firth noted 
that during the preparation of the book, they had 
engaged with many people discovering Bonhoeffer and 
his writings for the first time, and had heard from them 

how unexpectedly relevant they had found Bonhoeffer’s 
story to the situations they faced in their own lives.
Archbishop Freier commended the study guide to 
readers as a tool for exploring and refining their own 
discipleship, and considering how their role as a 
disciple might, like Bonhoeffer’s move from a private 
commitment to a practical living-out of faith and 
witness.
Journeying with Bonhoeffer is now available from the 
Cathedral Shop, direct from the publisher, Morning Star 
Publishing, or online via Amazon or Book Depository.
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CONNECTING WITH OUR 
RIVER
In early 2020, Northern Rivers artist Annique 
Goldenberg (right) will be visiting the Cathedral to 
invite staff and congregation to participate in the 
creation of a sculptural installation unique to St Paul’s 
and the Yarra River. Annique, an environmental-
ly focused artist working with the transformative and 
connective nature of water, is creating a series of very 
large handmade pieces of river-paper with different 
communities around the country, quite literally using 
river water to create experiences in the environment 
where we can connect with each other and our rivers. 

Taking part in the creation of the river-paper installation 
will involve all your senses - apart from taste maybe! The 
community of St Paul’s will be invited to each collect a 
jam jar of water from the Yarra River, donate an article 
of cotton or linen fabric and record a short conversation 
between yourself and the river. The 8-metre x 2-metre 
piece of hand-paper for St Paul’s Cathedral will be made 
using this water, old damaged prayer sheets and hymnals 
from the Cathedral, and the pulped clothing, literally 
as well as metaphorically combining our community 
with the river. The short messages will be used to create 
a soundtrack with recordings collected from the river 
itself.

St Paul’s Cathedral sits in the heart of Melbourne close 
to the banks of the Yarra River, or Birrarung (river of 
mists) as it is named in the Woiwurrung language of 
the Kulin Nation. The river winds between buildings, 
under bridges and out to the bay beyond, the lifeline of 
the land, connecting, cleansing and replenishing as it 
flows, vital to the health of our ecosystems. Yarra (from 
yarro yarro meaning fast flowing water or waterfall 
in the Boon Wurrung language) refers to a waterfall 
that existed under the current Queen St bridge. For 
thousands of years this waterfall was an important 
place of connection and point of crossing for the Boon 
Wurrung and Wurundjeri people.

References to the connective, transformative and healing 
powers of water and rivers are also found frequently  
throughout Christian teachings, and it feels fitting and 
opportune that the final work will be installed in late 
February in the Macartney Chapel, under the stained 
glass window depicting the story of Jesus meeting the 
Samaritan woman collecting water at the well (John 
4:1-42). 

There will be information sessions from the artist about 
the project on Sunday 12 January after each service. 
Please come along to hear more and register your interest 
to participate in creating this piece for the Cathedral, 
the river, and our community.

Annique’s Doctoral Research at Queensland College 
of Art, Griffith University, is investigating how, in 
this time of climate change overwhelm, the act of 
artistic creation in the environment can enable ways 
to reconnect us with nature and each other through 
empathy and inclusion. Her methods examine how 
we can communicate and value “partnership with” 
over “control of” our extraordinary environment as a 
regenerative way forward.
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COMING UP ROSES:  
BEHIND THE SCENES WITH 
THE FLOWER GUILD
Hannah Hornsby, Cathedral Secretary

They may spend their days surrounded by them, but 
the members of the Cathedral Flower Guild are by no 
means lilies of the field – they will be the first to point 
out that despite the beauty inherent in God’s creation, 
flower arranging is a lot of hard work!
I recently spent the afternoon with Ann Rusden and 
Jeannette Skipper, co-convenors of the Flower Guild, as 
they arranged the flowers for the Ordination of Priests 
(with Alan Skipper on hand for the heavy lifting und 
sundry other useful tasks). For this occasion, all-white 
flowers were required, and a mixture of roses, lilies, 
delphiniums, chrysanthemums and alstroemerias were 
used, but colours do vary depending on the occasion 
and the season of the church year.
Our gorgeous pedestal arrangements start life somewhat 
ingloriously as black plastic buckets containing a brick 
of oasis, a dark green, spongy, water retaining foam 
that serves both to hold the flowers in place and keep 
them hydrated. Further support is provided by a little 
chicken-wire hat that sits over the oasis (see below).

The ladies start by outlining the desired shape for the 
arrangement in greenery. While the flowers are
 purchased from a florist, most of the leaves used in 
flower arranging here at the Cathedral are generously 
donated by members of the Flower Guild from their 

own gardens. The flower stems are then stripped of most 
of their leaves and thorns, to make them easier to push 
into the oasis, and starting with tall delphinium spikes 
at the back, the arrangers work downwards, filling in 
the gaps. Both physically and creatively, this is not as 
easy as it sounds! Perhaps the most impressive thing 
was watching Jeannette and Ann work in almost perfect 
synchronicity to produce matching arrangements, one 
for either side of the altar – the difficulty in duplicating 
an arrangement cannot be underestimated, particularly 
when two different arrangers are involved.
As well as being here on arranging days, some of our 
Flower Guild members pop in several times during the 
week, to top up the water in arrangements and remove 
any flowers that are looking past their best.
For many of congregation members, the beauty of our 
floral arrangements serves to enhance their worship, and 
we are grateful for all the lifting, trimming, sweeping 
and watering that goes on behind the scenes to make 
this possible. 
If you are interested in learning some of the tricks of this 
trade (no experience necessary!), contact the Cathedral 
office and we will put you in touch with one of these 
marvellous volunteers.
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FROM THE MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT: FEATURED 
COMPOSER - IVAN MOODY
Philip Nicholls, Director of  Music

Ivan T. Moody is the lead singer of  American heavy 
metal band Five Finger Death Punch, famously arrested 
on an Australian tour for assaulting a member of  the 
Qantas cabin crew. It will be no surprise to you that 
this Ivan Moody is not the same man who composed 
a beautiful carol for choir a cappella, which combines 
composed chant with the melody of  Away in a Manger. 
The carol is so honest, transparent and uncomplicated 
as to make it appear simple, but, in truth, it is a 
masterpiece which affects audiences greatly.
Ivan studied Music and Theology at the University of  
London, and later Orthodox theology at the University 
of  Joensuu in Finland. Formerly a member of  the choir 
of  the Russian Orthodox Cathedral in London, he 
served as cantor in both Greek and Bulgarian parishes 
in Lisbon until his ordination to the diaconate and then 
the priesthood in 2007. 
Ivan Moody was elevated to the rank of  Economos in 
2008 and Protopresbyter in 2012, and is vicar for the 
parishes of  the Ecumenical Patriarchate in the Lisbon 
area.
His music first came to my attention in 2002 when 
I awoke on Good Friday morning, my clock radio 
emitting some of  the most beautiful music I had ever 
heard. As in any profession, by a certain stage one 
thinks that one’s ‘heard it all’ and can turn on the radio 
and certainly pick the composer, and oftentimes the 
work (and movement) being played. I had honestly 
never heard anything like this before: at once reverent 

and playful, simple and complex, crystal clear and yet 
layered with a musical and theological understanding 
second to none. I call it ‘honest minimalism’, where 
structure may be compromised for beauty’s sake, but 
never so much as to make it saccharine. This piece was 
Passion and Resurrection. Dating from 1992, it is one of  
Moody’s most important compositions.  Scored for 
soprano, tenor and bass soloists, choir, tubular bells, 
two violins, viola, cello and double bass, the work draws 
its texts from the Gospels and Orthodox Holy Week 
services in English, Greek and Slavonic. Moody writes:

‘The Passion is, I believe, at once the most difficult 
and yet the most important subject with which an 
artist may engage.  For the composer, one of  the 
central problems is whether it should be seen in largely 
dramatic terms, or whether … its ritual aspect should 
be brought to the fore.  In the western tradition the 
first of  these methods has usually been preferred and, 
of  course, exemplified … in the Passions of  Bach.’

I have had the pleasure of  directing this work, and 
would hope to do so again. This year though, as part 
of  the Christmas Carol services, the Choir of  St Paul’s 
Cathedral will sing the Carol referred to above, entitled 
The Manger. Again, Moody writes:

‘This carol makes use of  three complementary texts: 
the kontakion for the Nativity of  the Orthodox 
Church; the children’s carol, Away in a Manger; and the 
refrain “God is with us” from the Canticle of  Isaiah 
sung at Orthodox Great Compline on Christmas Eve.’

We hope you can join us for one of  our Christmas 
Carol Services on Sunday 15 December at 4pm (note 
the later start time) or Tuesday 24 December at 6pm. 
All of  the Carol Service favourites will be included, 
with a combination of  carols from all our choirs, and 
carols for all to sing. 
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READY FOR CHRISTMAS?
In the Cathedral Shop, we are!
Just arrived in the shop is a beautiful handmade ceramic 
nativity (above), a colourful, precious item which is 
bound to become an heirloom. This has been made 
in Lithuania in conjunction with a Lithuanian-born 
Melbourne artist, who has supplied Baltic ceramics 
to the shop for several years, while also running a 
fine art gallery in Kew. Now, having closed her Kew 
gallery, Brigita has more time to visit her homeland and 
work with ceramicists there. By email we discussed the 
design, colours and features needed in a nativity, and 
recently she returned with the finished set which is now 
on display and ready for the Christmas season.
The ever-popular Christmas items made of olive wood 
from the Holy Land are also in stock. As well as large 
and small multi-piece nativities, you will find tiny 
decorations of various sizes which are a favourite when 
multiple small gifts are required.
We have also added a collection of tiny, locally made 
wooden decorations, featuring star, bell, stocking, 
bird, angel and kangaroo designs. All are proving very 
popular for little gifts! Other locally made wooden 
decorations are the slightly larger tile design, angel, and 
gothic nativity scene, a smaller version of our exclusive 
gothic nativity triptych, which combines gothic arches 
with the traditional elements of animals, shepherd, and 
holy family.
Also selling fast are Christmas cards, either single or in 
packs of 10. We also have plenty of the ever popular 
Anzac Christmas card, many designs of gorgeous 
coloured glass tree decorations, and tea towels which 
are easy to send abroad.
Come in and have a look! We hope to see you soon.

REJOICE AND BE MERRY - 
NEW CHOIR CD RELEASED
Following on from the success of  Into His Marvellous 
Light: Music for Easter, released in 2017, a Christmas CD 
featuring the Girls’ Voices of  the Cathedral Choir was 
recorded earlier this year. 
Rejoice and be Merry: Music for Christmas features some of  
your favourite hymns and carols, as well as a few jewels 
from the girls’ repertoire. 
From O Come all Ye Faithful to Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing, this CD is the perfect listening for your Christmas 
Dinner, and the perfect stocking stuffer for your friends 
and relations. 
The CD is now available from the Cathedral Shop, at a 
price of  $20.
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Sunday 1 December
6pm Advent Carol Service

Sunday 15 December 
4pm Service of Lessons and Carols

CHRISTMAS EVE
Tuesday 24 December 
3pm Children’s Christmas Service
6pm Service of Lessons and Carols
8pm 華語聖誕晚祟拜
10pm First Eucharist of Christmas
11:45pm Midnight Mass

CHRISTMAS DAY
Wednesday 25 December
8am Holy Communion
10am Choral Eucharist
1pm 華語聖誕日聖餐祟拜

at
CHRISTMAS

St Paul’s Cathedral



Sunday  8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
  9.00 am  Family-Style Eucharist
  10.30 am Choral Eucharist
  1.00pm  Chinese Service
  6.00 pm   Choral Evensong 

Monday  12.15 pm Eucharist
  5.10 pm  Evening Prayer                  
    in Simple English

Tuesday  12.15 pm Eucharist
  5.10 pm  Choral Evensong
  
Wednesday 12.15 pm Eucharist
  5.10 pm  Choral Evensong

Thursday 12.15 pm Eucharist
  5.10 pm  Choral Evensong

Friday  12.15 pm Eucharist
  5.10 pm  Choral Evensong

Saturday 12.15 pm Eucharist

Public Holidays 12.15 pm Eucharist

Note: Weeknight Choral Evensong is replaced with Evening 
Prayer during school holidays.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

Cathedral Prayer

Almighty God, 
who caused the light of the gospel 
to shine throughout the world 
through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: 
grant that we may follow him in bearing witness 
to your truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
Amen.
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Melbourne
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