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From the Acting Dean
The Ven. Canon Heather Patacca
Help us reach $173,892 this year to enable our music
program to flourish!
In addition to its core work, which is helping the Cathedral
Community to provide music of the highest quality for its
services and concerts, the Music Foundation this year has
contributed significantly to two big musical projects at the
Cathedral: the provision of new cassocks and surplices
for our boys, women, and men (the girls’ voices cassocks
were new in 2016), and the production of the Cathedral’s
new CD release, Rejoice and be Merry: Music for Christmas,
which will be available from 1 December (see page 3).
Also this year, our girls’ and boys’ choirs have sung
beautifully: both provide music for two services in the
Cathedral, as well as having one rehearsal before school

each week. New lay clerks have joined the ranks, but the
Director of Music tells me that we can always do with
more basses!
Speaking of lay clerks, we received a very generous capital
gift this year from the Friends of Cathedral Music UK,
to half fund a lay clerk position in perpetuity. This was
in addition to their start-up grant for our Girls’ Voices in
2016. We are incredibly fortunate to have been awarded
these two large grants: evidence that reputable international professional institutions highly value and admire
our work.
Work on the new blower for the Cathedral Organ
continues – through five major gifts, as well as a number
of smaller ones, the Foundation was able to raise all
the funds for this project by 30 June. Some delays have
pushed the work back, but we are grateful to Ian Wakeley
and his team at Wakeley Pipe Organs for keeping the
organ sounding beautifully, even with the blower on its
last legs (or fans!).
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Pending the availability of funds, 2020 projects include
a performance of Handel’s Messiah on Friday 22 May:
the Director of Music will conduct all our choirs with
orchestra (Academia Arcadia, directed by Jacqueline
Ogeil: a stellar line up of soloists will soon be released),
and a possible mid year tour to partner with the Royal
School of Church Music for our choristers and lay clerks
to learn from, and help to train other church musicians
from around the world.
We thank you for your support to help us provide
much-needed funds to continue our important work of
raising up our choristers in music and the faith, and ask
you to help us reach our goal of $173,892 this year. This
year, the Music Foundation has already raised $147,247
in general donations supporting the Cathedral’s Music
Program (exclusive of organ blower donations). We still
need to raise $26,645 to reach this year’s target.
Through your gift today you will...
• Support the voice training of 36 boy and girl choristers
• Support the ongoing musical journey of 20 lay clerks
• Help fund our Sub-Organist, Lachlan Redd, and our
June Nixon Organ Scholar, Mark Slavec.
Please help us close our funding gap through your tax
deductible gift. Because of your support girls and boys,
women and men can share in the rich musical life of St
Paul’s Cathedral. Many begin their life journey in music
making because of your support!

Featured composer Ivan Moody
Philip Nicholls, Director of Music
Ivan T. Moody is the lead singer of American heavy metal
band Five Finger Death Punch, famously arrested on an
Australian tour for assaulting a member of the Qantas
cabin crew. It will be no surprise to you that this Ivan
Moody is not the same man who composed a beautiful
carol for choir a cappella, which combines composed
chant with the melody of Away in a Manger. The carol
is so honest, transparent and uncomplicated as to make
it appear simple, but, in truth, it is a masterpiece which
affects audiences greatly.
Ivan studied Music and Theology at the University of
London, and later Orthodox theology at the University
of Joensuu in Finland. Formerly a member of the choir
of the Russian Orthodox Cathedral in London, he
served as cantor in both Greek and Bulgarian parishes in
Lisbon until his ordination to the diaconate and then the
priesthood in 2007.
Ivan Moody was elevated to the rank of Economos in

2008 and Protopresbyter in 2012, and is vicar for the
parishes of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in the Lisbon
area.
His music first came to my attention in 2002 when I
awoke on Good Friday morning, my clock radio emitting
some of the most beautiful music I had ever heard. As
in any profession, by a certain stage one thinks that one’s
‘heard it all’ and can turn on the radio and certainly pick
the composer, and oftentimes the work (and movement)
being played. I had honestly never heard anything like
this before: at once reverent and playful, simple and
complex, crystal clear and yet layered with a musical and
theological understanding second to none. I call it ‘honest
minimalism’, where structure may be compromised for
beauty’s sake, but never so much as to make it saccharine.
This piece was Passion and Resurrection. Dating from 1992, it
is one of Moody’s most important compositions. Scored
for soprano, tenor and bass soloists, choir, tubular bells,
two violins, viola, cello and double bass, the work draws
its texts from the Gospels and Orthodox Holy Week
services in English, Greek and Slavonic. Moody writes:
‘The Passion is, I believe, at once the most difficult and
yet the most important subject with which an artist may
engage. For the composer, one of the central problems
is whether it should be seen in largely dramatic terms,
or whether … its ritual aspect should be brought to the
fore. In the western tradition the first of these methods
has usually been preferred and, of course, exemplified
… in the Passions of Bach.’
I have had the pleasure of directing this work, and would
hope to do so again. This year though, as part of the
Christmas Carol services, the Choir of St Paul’s Cathedral
will sing the Carol referred to above, entitled The Manger.
Again, Moody writes:

‘This carol makes use of three complementary texts: the
kontakion for the Nativity of the Orthodox Church;
the children’s carol, Away in a Manger; and the refrain
“God is with us” from the Canticle of Isaiah sung at
Orthodox Great Compline on Christmas Eve. ...’
We hope you can join us for one of our Christmas Carol
Services on Sunday 15 December at 4pm (note the
later start time) or Tuesday 24 December at 6pm. All
of the Carol Service favourites will be included, with a
combination of carols from all our choirs, and carols for
all to sing. Music Foundation donors may request up to 2
reserved seats at either service. Drop us a donation and
request your seats now, using the form enclosed with this
newsletter.

New Choir Robes completed
At Choral Evensong on Sunday 13 October, the new
choir robes for the boy choristers and men and women
lay clerks were worn for the first time (pictured below).
New robes were commissioned for the Girls’ Voices when
they were established in 2016, but the rest of the choir
had until now been wearing robes over 20 years old, that
were in varying degrees of disrepair.
Representatives of Dream Stitches, who produced these
very fine garments, were invited to attend, and we prayed
for their practical ministry in teaching sewing skills to

migrant and refugee women.
Many thanks are due to those who contributed financially
to the robe replacement during last year’s fundraising
campaign - your generous support has made this possible.

Vale James Grant
The death of Bishop James Alexander Grant AM on 10
July 2019, marked the end of an era for St Paul’s Cathedral
and its Music Foundation.
In the role of the Dean of Melbourne from 1985 to 1999,
Bishop Grant had implemented significant fundraising
campaigns. Of particular note was the very successful
appeal for, and restoration of the TC Lewis organ. In
order to build on the donor base established, Bishop
Grant instigated the setting up of St Paul’s Cathedral
Music Foundation. The trust was set up in 1993, and the
first meeting of the trustees was held on 26 June 1994.
Bishop Grant was one of the founding trustees. During
the 25 years of Bishop Grant’s trusteeship, donations
received totalled $2.973 million, and $2.343 million was
distributed to the Cathedral. Net assets of the Foundation
as at 31 December 2018 were $1.656 million.
The success of the Foundation is a truly remarkable legacy
and a fitting memorial to Bishop Grant and his vision for
St Paul’s Cathedral - there will be further opportunities to
honour Bishop Grant’s legacy in the future.

Use your donation form
to reserve seats for Carols
Supporters of our Music Foundation are eligible for
reserved access to 2 seats for one of our Services of
Lessons and Carols - at 4pm on Sunday 15 December
or 6pm on Tuesday 24 December. Please indicate on
the reverse of the donation form enclosed whether you
would like a seat reserved for you and one other guest
when you make your donation. Access will be through
the belfry door from 3-3.30pm on Sunday 15 December,
and 5-5.30pm on Christmas Eve.

CHRISTMAS
Rejoice and be Merry new Choir CD released
Thank you to those who donated towards the Cathedral
Choir’s latest recording project.
The new CD, featuring the Girls’ Voices of the Cathedral
Choir, was recorded earlier this year, and features some
of your favourite hymns and carols, as well as a few jewels
from the girls’ repertoire.
From O Come all Ye Faithful to Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing, this CD is the perfect listening for your Christmas
Dinner, and the perfect stocking stuffer for your friends
and relations.
With a price of $20, these CDs will fly out the door!
Pre-purchase 5 or more copies and save 10%.
Order your copy using the enclosed form (reverse side of
the donation form).

Retirement of Trustee
After 26 years, founding trustee and Treasurer of
the Music Foundation, Mr Glen Gersch tendered his
resignation in November. There will be an opportunity to
honour Glen’s long service and extraordinary generosity
to the Cathedral and Music Foundation next year.

at St Paul’s Cathedral

All are welcome to join us for these
Advent and Christmas services
Sunday 1 December
6pm Advent Carol Service
Sunday 15 December
4pm Christmas Carol Service
Tuesday 24 December
3pm Children’s Christmas Service
6pm Christmas Carol Service
8pm 華語聖誕晚會
10pm First Eucharist of Christmas
11:45pm Midnight Mass
Wednesday 25 December
8am Holy Communion
10am Choral Eucharist
1pm 華語聖誕日聖餐祟拜

Trustees of the St Paul’s Cathedral Music Foundation:

The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe, Miss Rowena Armstrong AO QC,
Mrs Sally Petty, Professor Peter Sherlock, Mr Michael Leighton Jones, Mr Neil Farbridge-Currie.
For information about the Foundation, contact dean@stpaulscathedral.org.au
For information about the Choir and music, contact the Director of Music: pnicholls@stpaulscathedral.org.au

St Paul’s Cathedral Music Foundation
209 Flinders Lane, Melbourne 3000 | www.cathedral.org.au

