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FROM THE DEAN
Across our city the Christmas decorations are in place: 
green wreaths and red baubles, gold ribbons; signs 
that the festival of Jesus’ birth is close. In our own 
Cathedral a different kind of Christmas tree has arrived: 
created by Archibald-winning artist Ben Quilty and 
his collaborator Mirra Whale, this tree is made from 
the lifejackets of refugees who have fled the brutal civil 
war in Syria to make their way to safety in Europe. 
Ben collected the life jackets on the beaches of Lesbos 
and Chios where they were abandoned by those who 
had made the perilous journey across the Aegean Sea. 
He described the large number of hi-vis jackets as a 
‘tidemark’ on the beaches of these Greek islands.
Ben and Mirra have brought the conflict in the Middle 
East home to us this Advent. Each jacket was worn by 
a child. Each has a story associated with it. Some have 
little stickers on them, the decorative cartoon stickers 
that young kids like to collect. Each jacket stands 

for a life saved, a new future. That future may yet be 
uncertain but, after the hardship of the sea journey and 
the trek across the Balkans, many of those children will 
be celebrating Christmas in northern Europe, under 
the same green trees and baubles that shape our own 
celebrations. I give thanks that my own homeland of 
Germany has opened its borders and communities to so 
many Syrian refugees, and I pray for the safety of those 
who are left behind in Aleppo, Damascus and Homs, 
struggling to live their lives in safety, and to practise 
their faith in security. Struggling to see hope.
Advent is the season when we are given the opportunity 
to visualise that hope. The hope that Jesus will return, 
and will bring justice and peace to our war torn and 
terror struck world. Our Advent readings assure us 
that Jesus will return, and shape our longing for that 
return in peace and glory, judgement and mercy. But 
until the time of his second coming (and our readings 
leave no doubt that no-one, other than God himself, 
will ‘know the time or the hour’ of that coming), we 
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journey in hope. We travel together, we work together, 
to enable the world to become a place where the values 
that Christ’s kingdom proclaim are lived out and where 
others may live in freedom and hope. And that is why 
we have brought a Christmas tree made of life-jackets 
into our Cathedral: to remind us that there is still 
much work to be done before this world becomes the 
‘kingdom of our God and of his Christ’.
Advent is the season when we work for hope: and so I 
encourage you to bring hope to those who live around 
you. Work to make your homes and work places spaces 
for hope and peace. Work to show kindness and love to 
one another. Work to enable those who suffer hardship 
or terror to be shown glimpses of the Advent hope by 
your charitable giving, or your active reaching out in 
your communities. Ben’s and Mirra’s Christmas tree is 
illuminated: a beacon shines the morse signal S-O-S 
across the Cathedral. S-O-S – ‘save our souls’, the 
mayday signal of those in peril on the seas. I give thanks 
for the life-savers in our lives. As we look forward to the 
festival of the birth of the greatest life-saver, Jesus, who 
came into this world to save our souls, I encourage you 
to hear and follow his call to share with him in being 
life-savers this Advent and Christmas.

CANON MISSIONER 
ANNOUNCED
On 18 November, it was announced that the Cathedral 
Chapter had elected the Revd Canon Robert Yee Hin 
Vun (right) as the inaugural Canon Missioner of St 
Paul’s Cathedral. Canon Robert has been the Vicar of 
St Matthias’ Church, North Richmond since 1996, and 
is the Coordinator of Chinese Ministries in the Diocese 
of Melbourne, as well as an Examining Chaplain. For 
almost 12 years, Robert has been a member of the 
Cathedral Chapter. Robert is married to Ruth, who 
volunteers with our English as a Second Language 
program and as a Cathedral guide, and they have two 
adult children and four grandchildren.
Born and raised in an Anglican family in Sabah, 
Malaysia, Robert brings with him extensive knowledge 
of ministry in a cross-cultural setting, including ministry 
in Mandarin, Cantonese, Hakka and Bahasa. He also 
has considerable experience in theological education, 
training church leaders, and ‘church-building’. 
Canon Robert is passionate about reaching out to the 
people of Melbourne and those visiting our Cathedral: 
‘It is my passion to evangelise, disciple and multiply 
disciple makers to do the same’, Canon Robert 
explained: ‘This, to me is making the gospel fully known 
to everyone – from the unchurched to church leaders’.
Reflecting on his new responsibilities, Canon Robert 

said: ‘This is a pivotal post that enhances and enriches 
the life and witness of the Cathedral in multiple ways. 
I look forward to facilitating the effectiveness of the 
Cathedral in its outreach, discipleship and growing of 
leaders’.
Dean Andreas said: ‘We are delighted that Canon Robert 
is joining our team as the inaugural Canon Missioner. 
Robert’s gifts will enable him to build connections with 
those who live, work and study in our great multicultural 
city, and equip our existing members to share in this 
ministry and mission. We look forward to welcoming 
Robert, and his wife Ruth, to the Cathedral family in 
this new role’. The Dean also thanked the members of 
our Cathedral community whose generous donations 
had made it possible to create the Canon Missioner 
position.
Canon Robert will take up his appointment as Canon 
Missioner on 31 March 2019. Upon commencing this 
role, he will relinquish his governance responsibilities 
on Chapter and become a Cathedral Canon instead. 
In addition to his new duties, he will remain a reserve 
Defence Force Chaplain with the Melbourne University 
Regiment.
Canon Robert said: ‘It is with delight and also with 
great humility that I accept God’s call to my new role as 
the Canon Missioner. I ask for your prayers and support 
as I embark on this heavy responsibility by faith in our 
Almighty God’.
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RETIREMENT OF  
LEIGH MACKAY
Leigh Mackay will conclude her two-year term as the 
Cathedral’s Director of Philanthropy in January 2019. 
A former member of the Cathedral Chapter and 
board member of a number of other not-for-profit 
organisations, Leigh’s particular focus in this role has 
been on raising the profile of the Music Foundation 
and extending the number of donors who generously 
enable our musical life to flourish. She has also worked 
to establish rapport with the existing donor base, and to 
encourage sustained support and a sense of ownership.
Much of this has been achieved through strategic 
events throughout the year – afternoon teas and drinks 
receptions for donors, events for choristers’ families, 
a St Cecilia’s Day fundraising drive for support from 
congregation members, and a reunion for former choir 
members. Leigh has also sought to identify key, tangible 
projects with widespread appeal, such as replacing the 
boys’ and lay clerks’ choir robes, and funding a CD 
recording by the Girls’ Voices, which have allowed for 
targeted giving in a way that was not previously possible.  
These projects have brought in a substantial cohort of 
new donors, who, it is hoped, will now continue to 
include the Music Foundation in their annual giving.
Under Leigh’s stewardship, the total amount donated 
to the Music Foundation has increased by 150% 
since 2016, bringing the foundation closer to its goal 
of fully funding the Cathedral’s music program, and 
considerably easing the strain on Cathedral resources.
While the Director of Philanthropy position will not 
continue in 2019, Leigh’s excellent work over the 
last two  years has laid a strong foundation for future 

‘ALUMNI’ OF THE 
CATHEDRAL ORDAINED
Among the 23 candidates ordained priest by Archbishop 
Philip Freier on 24 November were Revd Patrick Senn 
and Revd Chris Porter, both former theological students 
at the Cathedral, and Revd Alasdair MacKinnon-Love, a 
former Cathedral verger. We congratulate Revds Patrick, 
Chris and Alastair, along with the other candidates, on 
this milestone, and wish them every blessing for the 
next phase of their ministry.

NEW LAY CANON FOR THE 
CATHEDRAL
Canon Neil Sigamoney was elected as a lay member 
of Chapter by the 2018 Synod in succession to Canon 
Leigh Mackay, occupying the stall of Bishop Patteson. 
Canon Neil is the Director of Procurement and Logistics 
at Monash Health and a worshipper at St Mark’s 
Forest Hill. He has been a member of the Cathedral’s 
Precinct Committee and is the Chair of the Diocesan 
Finance Committee. He holds academic qualifications 
in engineering, commerce and professional accounting. 
He is interested in leading innovative and collaborative 
challenges that drive sustainable commercial and 
business outcomes as procurement partners with the 
business and its external partners, and looks forward to 
using his gifts in finance and governance to support the 
Cathedral as it proudly stands as a symbol of faith to 
everyday Melburnians. 

fundraising, and the philanthropy matrix she has 
created will greatly assist Cathedral staff in continuing 
this work. 
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FAREWELL TO ROB TILL
Rob Till, Authorised Lay Minister and Warden of 
Servers extraordinaire for the past eight years (pictured 
in action below, as crucifer), will shortly be relocating to 
Canberra, to be closer to family.  
We are so grateful for Rob’s expert leadership in the 
sanctuary, for his organisation and pastoral care of our 
serving team, and in more recent times, for his expert 
assistance in the Cathedral’s finance department.
Rob and his wife Georgie will be officially farewelled at 
the 10.30am service on Sunday 9 December. We wish 
them God’s richest blessings on their future in Canberra, 
and hope they will be back for many visits!

STEWARDSHIP AND THE 
SERVANT SONG OF ISAIAH
Revd Canon Heather Patacca

We are midway through our Advent sermon series on 
Stewardship in our Sunday morning services. As we 
work our way through the well-known words from 
Isaiah, we are confronted by the extraordinary call on 
the faithful servant of God, and his willing response of 
obedience to that call.
Often times we associate these readings with Lent and 
Easter, as the suffering experienced by the Servant and 
the Messianic overtones of the prophecy align with 
that part of the Church calendar. Yet here we are in 
Advent, leading into Christmas, reflecting on the words 
acknowledging the Servant’s devotion to furthering 
Yahweh’s purposes, and the Servant’s trust in the 
steadfast love and faithfulness of God.
Messianic overtones are obviously significant as we 
celebrate Advent and Christmas, and the celebration 
of Epiphany, with the gift of myrrh to Jesus, used for 
embalming the dead, jolts us out of any ‘new baby glow’ 
assumptions that there is anything other than suffering 
ahead for this servant.
The call for us to be wise and intentional stewards of 
God’s good gifts is found throughout Jesus’ parables 
(think parable of the talents in Matthew 25.14-30) and 
is also modelled to us in God’s forgiveness and grace 
(think parable of the unforgiving servant in Matthew 
18.21-35). So we can think about stewardship in terms 
of resources with which we are stewards, as well as 
forums in which we are stewards. As those who know 
the glad tidings of the good news of Jesus Christ, we are 
called to share that good news with those around us. We 
are called to be like Israel in serving God’s purposes and 
be a light to the nations. We are called to use all that we 
are given to further the call of the gospel. We can limit 

our thinking of stewardship to something to do with 
finances, and whilst it is, it is much more than that. 
Through stewardship we find the means by which we 
live with hearts open to the world, reflecting the open 
welcome we have received in Christ, and exemplifying 
the generosity and grace we have from our heavenly 
father. 
In our series, we are reflecting on stewardship 
in our community involvement in tandem with 
acknowledging Nelson Mandela on the Sunday closest 
to the anniversary of his death with members of the 
South African Community and their supporters. We 
are remembering how we can show good stewardship 
in our involvement and commitment to our church 
life. We are considering how we can be good stewards 
in our workplaces and of our daily work. And we will 
conclude the series by reflecting on out stewardship of 
our home-lives.
The sermons are available on the website (under 
Resources > 2018 Sermons), and I encourage you to 
pray through the ways you might steward your resources 
and life contexts, as we celebrate the first coming of the 
servant, and await his coming in glory.
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LONGING FOR 
CHRISTMASES PAST
Philip Nicholls

One of my brothers collects recordings of Christmas 
music. For years now, our extended family has held an 
unofficial competition to find him the most cheesy, or 
the most erudite, or the most beautiful collection of 
Christmas music. Simply, in order to join his collection, 
the recording must be remarkable in some way.
In late November, I start thinking about what gifts I can 
buy for my colleagues. I used to try to buy something 
individual for each of them, but I ran out of bright ideas 
in about the third year. For the past couple of years, I’ve 
bought them all the same thing, reflecting in some way 
my studies throughout the year, or something that has 
fascinated or astounded me.
I’m pleased to say that this year, these two challenges 
have merged.
In late November, our boys’ choir school, Trinity 
Grammar, brought in their staff for Evensong. Different 
staff members come each term. As it happened, I had to 
miss that service, but a member of their music staff, Dr 
Tim Stevens, came, and emailed me afterwards. He had 
been a chorister whilst he was at Trinity in the 1980s, and 
is now an acclaimed academic, teacher and performer. 
His passion is improvisation: taking musical material 
and ‘working it out’, live, on musical instruments into 
something new. Tim’s main instrument now is piano, 
and he has released a number of albums, one of which 
is based on Christmas music.
I’ll tell you later in December is a beautifully recorded 

collection of piano improvisations on some serious 
Advent and Christmas music. Tim has chosen 10 
pieces which he’s met on his musical journey. He 
has connected some together and worked others out 
into seven new works. Sometimes heart-wrenchingly 
beautiful, sometimes tragic, sometimes nostalgic, and 
sometimes hopeful, I was able to spend a day listening 
to this album driving through the country (to and from 
meetings, I’m sorry to say!) – I spent most of my drive 
in tears. I suspect Tim’s music connected emotionally 
so strongly with me because he and I have shared, 
separately, a number of musical culs-de-sac on our 
journeys.
I’d like to be able to purchase a copy of this album 
for everyone I meet, first to support this wonderful 
Australian artist, and second, in the hope that it will 
connect as strongly with you as it does with me. I know 
my brother will have a day of nostalgia and love ahead 
of him too.
You can hear some of it here:
https://timstevensmusic.bandcamp.com/album/ill-tell-
you-later-in-december or buy your own copy.

A very merry Christmas to you all and your family 
members, living and departed. May you experience the 
ecstatic and unbounded love of the Incarnation this 
Christmas and always.

Not in that poor, lowly stable
with the oxen standing by
we shall see him, but in heaven,
set at God’s right hand on high,
when, like stars, his children, crowned,
all in white shall wait around.

Cecil Frances Alexander (1823-95)

Above: The beautiful watercolour images from Julie Vivas’ Nativity are 
once again forming part of the Cathedral’s Advent installation.
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THE DANUBE AND BEYOND
Archdeacon Ray McInnes

Having led four pilgrimages in recent years, 2018 
presented my wife Glenys and I with the opportunity to 
have a holiday with a difference. Mostly this was about 
focusing on painting (a hobby we both share) and the 
opportunity to see plenty of churches and art galleries.
We opted to do a tour of the rivers from Budapest to 
Amsterdam – cruising on one of the many ships that 
traverse the Danube, Main and Rhine Rivers and the 64 
locks along the way.
There are so many beautiful towns on this journey, 
and what a delight it was to simply unpack and stay in 
the same room each day, then wake up in a new port, 
usually in the centre of the town.
In all, I completed over 30 watercolour paintings on 
our journey and finished others on our return. I carry 
a simple sketchbook and travelling paint kit (no easel), 
so it’s easy to find a café or a quiet spot and begin work 
whenever I see a lovely or iconic scene.
We continued our holiday after the cruise in the south 
of France, with a week-long ‘Artists’ Retreat’ in the 
village of Neuvic in the Dordogne Valley. This gave us 
time to learn and do some more innovative work, under 
the guidance of a professional artist.
In 2020, Dean Andreas, Glenys and I will be leading 
a tour to the German town of Oberammergau, where 
every ten years the local villagers put on their famous 
Passion Play. We will retrace some of our journey – with 
a week on the Danube beginning at the historic city of 
Budapest – and finish in Germany.
There is lots of information on this tour on the Mission 
Travel website (missiontravel.com.au) – we look forward 

to welcoming Cathedral folk and their friends on this 
once in a lifetime pilgrimage. Do feel free to speak with 
me if you are interested in joining us.
In the meantime, the Cathedral is mounting an 
exhibition of my paintings “Danube and Beyond” 
opening on February 17, 2019, in the Transept Gallery. 
Proceeds from the sale of limited edition prints are 
going towards the Canon Missioner fund.
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A VISIT TO DREAM STITCHES
Dawn Connell

Thanks to many generous donations, work is currently 
underway to make new choir robes for our men, boys 
and women.  Rather than being produced offshore, the 
new robes are being sewn by Dream Stitches, a local 
sewing program established 14 years ago by the Diocese 
of Melbourne.  50 sets of cassocks and surplices have 
been ordered, plus ruffs for the younger boys, and 
the samples produced so far have been of outstanding 
quality.
Dream Stitches supports migrant and refugee women 
who have recently arrived in Melbourne by pairing them 
with highly experienced volunteers, who train them in 
a range of sewing techniques.  As well as helping them 
connect with their local community, this program gives 
students the skills and confidence to sew for their family 
and possibly earn an income.  Some of the students take 
on commissioned work at Dream Stitches, including our 
choir robe project.  A crèche is provided, equipped with 
a range of indoor and outdoor toys as well as a trained 
kindergarten teacher, so the mothers have somewhere 
safe on site to bring their pre-school children. 
I recently had an opportunity to visit Dream Stitches 
at their studio in Box Hill, to meet the co-ordinators, 
volunteers and students. The environment at Dream 

Stitches was very welcoming, and certainly busy, 
pointing to a vibrant, successful program.  High quality 
sewing machines have been either donated or bought 
with grant money, and the examples of work on display 
were very impressive. The range of projects undertaken 
was considerable, and included blankets and clothes in 
addition to our choir robes.  
The women all seemed very comfortable working as a 
team, and were clearly focused on and proud of their 
work.  I spoke briefly with Rebecca from South Sudan 
while she was pressing seams on our new cassocks.  
Rebecca has been in Australia for 9 years now, and 
could not sew at all before she joined Dream Stitches 
seven years ago.  She likes this program because it gives 
her a chance to learn and get a job, and perhaps in the 
future return to South Sudan to teach these skills back 
in her home country.  The length of time Rebecca and 
others have stayed with Dream Stitches is testament to 
how vital this program has become to them.
Dream Stitches is a wonderful example of how our 
diocese is helping meet the needs of the community, 
and supporting those who have come to Australia under 
difficult circumstances.  
We give thanks for this partnership, and look forward 
to seeing the choir in their robes next year!

Below: Dream Stitches students Fariba, Francois, Rebecca, Sarnitha and 
Victoria with one of the new cassocks..
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CONGREGATION MEMBER 
BRINGS FAIRTRADE TEA TO 
AUSTRALIA
Hannah Hornsby

Cathedral congregation member Naomi Nayagam’s 
family history is, one might say, steeped in the Sri Lankan 
tea industry.  Her great-grand father, John Nayagam, 
worked at Ellamulla Tea Plantation in the early 1900s, 
in factory operations and labour management; her 
grandfather, Dwyer, worked at Lidesdale Tea Plantation 
in tea tasting, blending and production supervision, 
going on to establish his own tea distribution company; 
and her father, Olympus, started his career as a Tea 
Creeper (management trainee) and Tea Taster in the 
early 1970s.
Having had a successful career in international 
development, Naomi has always felt strongly about 
elevating standards of living. Her new business venture 
in tea, OzCey – pronounced ‘Aussie’, and a play on the 
names ‘Australia’ and ‘Ceylon’ (the former name for Sri 
Lanka) – combines her personal passion and her family’s 
heritage. 
Whilst Fairtrade coffee and chocolate have become 
widely available in Australia in recent years, exquisite 
quality Fairtrade tea has traditionally been more difficult 
to source here. OzCey pride themselves on being the 
only supplier in Australia whose entire catalogue of 
Ceylon teas, including four organic teas, is produced 
in Fairtrade certified factories. This offers consumers 

an ethical choice, as well as a high-quality product. 
In addition, $1 from each sale will go towards cancer 
research in Australia, a cause dear to Naomi’s heart, after 
losing her beloved mother Chrishanthie to the disease 
last year.
Naomi, Olympus, and business partner and fellow 
tea-lover Nathan Bezzant (cousin of Chapter member 
Revd Canon Dr Rhys Bezzant) spent over a year 
carefully tasting teas from all around Sri Lanka, and 
refining their business model, before finally going ‘live’ 
in mid-November. 
Among their first customers will be St Paul’s Cathedral. 
The Cathedral switched from teabags to loose-leaf tea 
earlier this year, a change in line with its commitment to 
sustainability, as many teabags include plastic products 
that are complex to produce and do not easily break 
down. From the beginning of 2019, all the Cathedral’s 
loose-leaf tea will be purchased from OzCey. Dean 
Andreas said: ‘hospitality is such an important part of 
the Cathedral’s outreach, both to guests at our offices 
during the week, and to our congregations and visitors on 
Sundays. Given the amount of tea we use, it is important 
to us that this is not harmful to the environment, that 
the workers producing it are receiving just reward for 
their labour, and that a percentage of the proceeds are 
going towards a worthy cause.’ He added: ‘It is also a 
delight to be able to support the enterprise of one of our 
congregation members.’
OzCey will not initially retail to the general public, 
but are interested in pursuing similar wholesale 
arrangements with other churches and organisations. 
To arrange a consultation, contact info@ozcey.com.au
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GIRLS’ VOICES PATRON 
WELCOMED
Dr Deborah Cheetham AO (above left) - singer, 
composer, music educator and Aboriginal activist - was 
officially welcomed to her role as patron of the Girls’ 
Voices of the Cathedral Choir at a reception at Lowther 
Hall Anglican Grammar School on 28 November. 
As well as performing an aria from Cilea’s opera Adriana 
Lecouvreur, to the great acclaim of those in attendance, 
Dr Cheetham spoke movingly about the importance of  
music and singing in Aboriginal culture, as a storytelling 
device, as a tool of diplomacy, and as a connection with 
the land. 
A number of our girl choristers were able to be in 
attendance, and were very excited to speak with 

CATHEDRAL PRESENTED 
WITH UBUNTU AWARD
At a service on 2 December marking the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of Nelson Mandela, St Paul’s 
Cathedral was honoured to receive the Ubuntu Award 
from the local Nelson Mandela Day Commemorative 
Committee. Ubuntu is a Nguni Bantu word meaning 
‘humanity’, and the award recognises a contribution to 
the commemoration of the life of Nelson Mandela. The 
Cathedral has been a venue for Mandela Day services 
in Melbourne for a number of years, and it is always a 
great joy to share in these occasions with the NMDCC. 

Deborah again, and to hear her sing. It is a delight to  
see this patronal relationship beginning to bear fruit.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES:  
FLOWERS IN THE 
CATHEDRAL
Dorothea Rowse

One of the glories of the Christmas season is the array of 
beautiful floral arrangements which, after their absence 
during Advent, appear on Christmas Eve. The large 
and colourful arrangements highlight and soften the 
Cathedral’s stone and tile, providing immense pleasure 
and enhancing the worship of the thousands of regulars 
and visitors who attend our Christmas services. The skill 
and dedication of the members of the Flower Guild who 
create the beautiful arrangements is greatly admired and 

CHRISTMAS IN THE 
CATHEDRAL SHOP
Whether you need cards, decorations, or gifts, you will 
find lots of lovely Christmas items in the shop now. 
There are packs of Christmas cards in several designs, 
the ever popular Anzac Christmas card, and some 
special angel cards hand made by congregation member 
Lynne Gray.
Olive wood Christmas ornaments from Bethlehem 
range from $2.50 for simple designs, $4 for detailed 
laser cut ornaments, through to $9.50 and $12.50 for 
larger detailed and three dimensional pieces and small 
hanging nativities. The multi-piece olive wood nativity 
sets are always popular, and in stock you will find the 
small set for $60 and the large one for $120. 
$12 glass hanging decorations make beautiful small 
gifts and come in many colourful designs.
If you are after a special gift do have a look at the range 
of tea towels, silver jewellery, local ceramics, and books.
If you haven’t already seen them, the shop also has a 
range of exclusive locally made nativity sets which will 
put a smile on your face!

KIDS’ ACTIVITY BOOKS
As part of our ministry to children, we provide 
activity packs for them to work through during the 
Sunday services - you can get one of these by asking 
the welcomers.  The packs include some sweets and 
crayons, an illustrated book of the communion liturgy, 
and an activity booklet with puzzles based on one of the 
readings for that Sunday.  If you have young children, 
grandchildren or friends who come to church with you, 
feel free to borrow a pack for them, and keep the booklet 
so you can discuss the Bible story at home afterwards. 
One of the regular puzzle features in the activity booklet 
is a word search.  We have reproduced here the word 
search for the Second Sunday of Advent, based on Luke 
3.1-6 - John the Baptist prepares the way.  To make this 
version more challenging, there are 18 words to find, 
but we are not going to tell you what they are!

appreciated by all who see their workmanship. 
Flowers have been a feature of the decoration of the 
Cathedral since it was consecrated.  In fact, flowers 
were the only decoration which found favour with the 
first Dean, Hussey Burgh Macartney. Two brass vases 
were placed on the shelf behind the High Altar and 
were filled with flowers for important services. The 
Fabric and Finance Committee allocated £5 to be given 
to Miss Ross, the Secretary of the Cathedral Working 
Guild, for flowers behind the Holy Table during 1908. 
By 1924 the minutes of the annual Cathedral Guild 
meeting mention flowers as being arranged in the brass 
vases every week. The flowers were purchased from 
Ronald’s, a florist described as being most generous to 
the Cathedral, charging about £1 per month for most 
of this period, and continuing to do so faithfully every 
week until they closed down during the 1940s. 
By the 1970s flowers were only being arranged on 
festival days in the church’s year as they had become so 
expensive. The people filling the same brass vases were 
Nan Hall and her mother. In 1981 Sylvia Churchill, 
the wife of the Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens 
and a member of the congregation, started the Flower 
Guild with much encouragement from the then Dean, 
Tom Thomas. Some elaborate floral installations were 
created, especially at Christmas time, but were so 
exhausting to do that they became a very occasional 
event. The brilliant arrangements we see today are the 
heirs to this floral heritage.
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at
CHRISTMAS
St Paul’s Cathedral

Sunday 2 December
6pm Advent Carol Service

Sunday 16 December 
3pm Christmas Carol Service

Monday 24 December 
3pm Children’s Christmas Service

6pm Christmas Carol Service
8pm 華語聖誕晚會

10pm First Eucharist of Christmas
11:45pm Midnight Mass

Tuesday 25 December
8am Holy Communion
10am Choral Eucharist

1.30pm 華語聖誕日聖餐祟拜

Original artwork: Fr Ray McInnes



Sunday  8:00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
  9:00 am  Family Communion 
    Service
  10:30 am Choral Eucharist
  6:00 pm   Choral Evensong 

Monday  12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Evening Prayer                  
    in Simple English

Tuesday  12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong
  
Wednesday 12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong

Thursday 12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong

Friday  12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong

Saturday 10:00am  Mandarin Worship 
  12:15 pm Eucharist

Public Holidays 12:15 pm Eucharist

Note: Choral Evensong is replaced with Evening Prayer 
during school holidays

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

Cathedral Prayer

Almighty God, 
who caused the light of the gospel 
to shine throughout the world 
through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: 
grant that we may follow him in bearing witness 
to your truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
Amen.

St Paul’s Cathedral Melbourne
209 Flinders Lane
Melbourne
Victoria 3000

Tel. (03) 9653 4333
welcome@cathedral.org.au
www.cathedral.org.au

Like us on facebook.com/stpaulscathedral
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