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FROM THE DEAN

Our beautiful Cathedral is a wonderful landmark at the heart 
of Melbourne: it’s at once timeless and yet anchored in the 
present. It both reflects a tradition of prayer that extends 
back to the earliest beginnings of Christian life and yet looks 
forward. It is given shape by the architecture and art of the 
high Middle Ages, upheld by the engineering accomplish-
ments of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and is filled 
with the prayers of the present day. I give thanks for our 
forebears whose vision and determination, munificence and 
skill, led to the completion and consecration of St Paul’s 
Cathedral 125 years ago.

this generation, and for the generosity and dedication of you 
– our members and friends – who resource our ministry by 
your giving of your own gifts and talents and your financial 
contributions.

In particular, I give thanks for the completion of the renewal 
of our Cathedral Ministry and Administrative facilities: 
for the Cathedral Education and Ministry Centre with its 
new Barbara Darling Room, Common Room, Canons’ 
Vestry and supporting facilities, the new June Nixon Music 
School, and the administrative offices on the Ground Floor 
of the Cathedral Buildings. These new facilities were enabled 
by generous giving of our congregation – we managed to 
raise in excess of $800,000 through individual donations, 
philanthropic major gifts, and family trusts - to contribute 
to the overall cost of creating new spaces for ministry and 
ad-ministry. I believe that these will resource our mission and 
ministry in the city and diocese for the next generation, and 
I look forward to seeing the Cathedral Buildings in full use. 

In this anniversary year, we rightly give thanks for the accom-
plishments of previous generations, and the achievements 
of the past. I give thanks for previous Deans and Chapter 
members who have provided visionary leadership and 
faithful stewardship of our Cathedral, and for congregants 
and visitors throughout our 125 years who have hallowed 
our building by their prayers, and their devotion to this 
iconic holy place in the heart of our city. I give thanks for my 
colleagues on Chapter, who carry the gift of governance into 

The Barbara Darling Room at the Dedication of the new facilities. Photo: Rob Deutscher

The new Barbara Darling Room. Photo: Dean Andreas

New bathrooms in the Cathedral Education and Ministry Centre. Photo: Dean Andreas
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SUNDAY  
26 JUNE

Patronal Festival
& congregational lunch

- 10.30am -

Provincial  
Choral Evensong

- 6pm -

TRANSEPT 
GALLERY

A series of exhibitions 
will be shown throughout the 

year, celebrating 125 years 
of this St Paul’s Cathedral 

Melbourne

WEDNESDAY  
16 NOVEMBER

Anniversary  
Banquet Dinner

held in the Nave  
of the Cathedral

- 7pm for 7.30pm -

2016 ANNIVERSARY EVENTS

At their December Chapter meeting, members decided to 
rename the Cathedral Buildings ‘St Paul’s House’. Naming 
our administrative and ministry centre after our patron Saint 
for me is a sign of our commitment to his mission, to make 
the good news of Jesus Christ known to people from all 
nations, languages and backgrounds. The establishment of 
our Mandarin-speaking congregation last Peter-and-Pauls-
tide is a sign of that commitment, as is our ongoing outreach 
to recent migrants, asylum seekers and refugees, for whom 
English is not their first language. I pray that the ministry 
offered from our renewed facilities in St Paul’s House – a 
ministry both through hospitality, teaching and education, 
and through good administration and oversight – will equip 
the Cathedral and our Diocese for our current and future 
mission.

Marking 125 years of dedicated outreach and mission from 
our Cathedral is a wonderful achievement. But a Cathedral 
is never really fully completed, as the stonemasons’ yards 
of English Cathedrals and the stored building materials 
in our 209 Flinders’ Lane courtyard testify. This year, we 
look forward to the completion of the renovation works 
to the first and second floors of St Paul’s House, renewing 
the office facilities for our Archbishop and Primate and his 
team, and the Diocesan Administration. At the same time, 
our neighbours in the former Gas Board Building at 197 
Flinders Street will undertake extensive refurbishment works 
to the building’s façade. In 2016, we will have to continue 
to negotiate access for builders to the Cathedral Close and 
areas of St Paul’s House. For me this is a visible sign of the 
ongoing need of a Cathedral to renew itself, its vision and 
mission, and its facilities in order to continue to flourish and 
grow in faith.

I am passionate about two particular areas 
of renewal: the physical recognition of the 
traditional owners of our land, and the 
establishment of equal opportunities to 
women and girls in our Cathedral’s ministry 
of music. 

Indigenous Reconciliation: At every service at St Paul’s we 
remind ourselves, in our order of service, of the traditional 
owners of the land on which our beautiful Cathedral stands. 
While that is an important step, the work of reconciliation 
with the traditional owners of this land still is in its infancy. 
This year, we hope to further the tangible recognition 
of the contribution of aboriginal people to the life of our 
nation by beginning the important conversations of how to 
commemorate appropriately the sacrifice of aboriginal service 
personnel in the AIF as well as the loss of so many innocent 
lives in the earlier frontier wars, and how to re-imagine our 
precinct so that people can easily see and recognise something 
of the traditional land on which we stand. 

Girls’ Voices of the Cathedral Choir: Many of the barriers 
to women in our church already have been removed, but 
by no means all. This year, I look forward to creating the 
same opportunities for women and girls in this Cathedral 
that have been open to men and boys for more than 125 
years. At last Tuesday’s Chapter meeting Chapter committed 
to inaugurating the girls’ voices of the Cathedral choir and 
the commissioning of women lay clerks to serve alongside 
our choir of boys and men. Following a rigorous selection 
process, Lowther Hall Anglican Grammar School was chosen 
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to be the Cathedral’s Girls’ Choir School, paralleling the 
same relationship that has been in place with the Cathedral’s 
Boys’ Choir School, Trinity Grammar School, since the 
1920s. We are delighted at this important step forward, and 
look forward to hearing the first women’s voices at Choral 
Evensong after Easter. 

I look forward to a year of celebration, as we give thanks for 
our past and its blessings. I also look forward to the important 
work of renewal that still lies ahead: looking to right hurts 

FROM THE PRECENTOR

At the end of last year, I was privileged to have the opportunity 
to visit London as part of my professional development.  My 
visit to St Paul’s Cathedral London, Westminster Abbey and 
St Martin in the Fields at the end of October and beginning 
of November was a fabulous opportunity to see three 
Cathedrals/city churches whose ministries, in various parts, 
are representative and comparable with our own Cathedral’s 
here in Melbourne.

My aim for the trip was in effect to have a ‘Cathedral 
Immersion’, to take advantage of the opportunity to speak 
with other Precentors and Cathedral and big church clergy 
about areas of similarity in our ministries, to see how 
other Cathedrals in the middle of a busy city deal with the 
challenges of having many visitors and maintaining prayer 
and worship space, and to speak with those heading up the 
Institutes run by St Paul’s and the Abbey.  During my visit I 
attended as many services and events of as wide a variety as I 
could.  It was a fabulous and unique opportunity to literally 
immerse myself in the lives of these wonderful worshipping 
communities. To give a brief summary of my activities and 
meetings, I attended:

• Sunday and midweek services (Eucharist, Morning 
Prayer, Evening Prayer, Evensong) at all three locations 
and the Mandarin language service at St Martin in the 
Fields.

• Attended St Paul’s Cathedral Adult Learning events
• Attended St Paul’s Institute events
• Attended Concerts at St Martin in the Fields
• Took part in guided tours
• Visited and had a tour of the St Martin in the Fields, the 

Connection Centre for homeless people in Westminster, 
and the Bishop Ho Ming Wah Association and 
Community Centre for Chinese language ministry

• Checked out the Shop and café facilities at all three

At St Paul’s Cathedral London, I met with:
The Precentor, Revd Canon Michael Hampel
• The Sacrist, Revd James Milne
• St Paul’s Institute Director, Ms Barbara Ridpath 

• St Paul’s Institute Manager, Mr Rob Gordon
• A volunteer guide, David 
• The Director of Trinity Wall St Institute, Mr Rob Owens 

Scott

At Westminster Abbey:
• The Precentor, Revd Canon Christopher Stoltz
• The Director of the Westminster Abbey Institute, Ms 

Claire Foster-Gilbert 

At St Martin in the Fields:
• Associate Vicar, Revd Katherine Hedderly,
• Associate Vicar, Revd Jonathan Evens
• Chinese Ministry leader, Revd Paul Lau and Mrs Esther 

Lau 
• The Connection Centre Manager, Ms Kaz Mayes
plus informal chats with a number of staff and volunteers at 
all three locations.

The end result is I have about 70 pages of notes of ideas and 
reflections (!) which I have narrowed down to about 10 main 
areas of ministry, one of which our ministry team will, each 
month, reflect on as we work out how we can better meet 
our various challenges and opportunities in ministry. So for 
example this month, we are considering our welcome and 
how we can improve and make more effective the way we 
welcome those attending our services.  

I am currently representing St Paul’s Cathedral Melbourne in 
the arrangements being made with a number of Cathedrals 
and institutes around the world for the Water Project 2017, 
where an international conference and various events are 
being arranged around the world considering the issue of 
water supply security.

I am very grateful to the Dean for the introductions that 
paved the way for my meetings and visits, and to the Chapter 
for enabling me to have this study leave.

Heather Patacca

and wrongs of the past and the present, and fully opening the 
ministry of St Paul’s to women. As we look forward to the 
next chapter in our rich history, I pray God’s blessing on all 
of us – may our future be blessed by his continued presence 
among us, and may he continue to equip us with every 
needful gift of grace, of friends, members, supporters and 
material gifts, for our work of transformation at the heart of 
our city and diocese.

Dean Andreas
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FROM THE CANON PASTOR

Seniors Group
Our final meeting for 2015 took the theme of ‘Memorable 
Christmases’. Several members shared happy, and sometimes 
poignant, experiences and memories of Christmas celebrated 
at various stages of their lives, sometimes in other home 
countries than Australia. Together, we then enjoyed afternoon 
tea with a Christmas flavour.

We are pleased to be returning to St Paul’s this year to meet 
in the Barbara Darling Room in the Education & Ministry 
Centre at St Paul’s. 

Our first gathering will be on:

Friday 26 Feb 26  at 2pm
Speaker: Mrs Margie Richardson

Margie lived in Rome for 5 years or so, when her husband, 
former St Paul’s Cathedral Dean, David, was the Archbishop 
of Canterbury’s Representative at the Vatican. She will tell 
us something of that unusual experience. Those who know 
her from her years at St Paul’s will know we are in for a treat. 

Future meeting dates 
Fridays at 2pm

1 April*, Olga Black
Easter in the Greek Orthodox Church

                                     
29 April*, Revd Jill Firth

Growing in Faith
                                                            

27 May, Mr Tony Rinaudo
The Whispering Tree Man

                  
(Please note the variations*  

from the fourth Friday because of Easter).
All are welcome to these gatherings.  

Do feel free to invite friends.

Cathedral Guides 
Mrs Joy Freier and our Archbishop generously hosted our 
Christmas break-up at their home ‘Bishopscourt’ in early 
December. Many of the guides had not visited this beautiful 
house and garden before and were delighted to learn about 
its history and the features of it, including the chapel, from 
its enthusiastic occupants.

The Guides have found that to use laminated sheets as a 
reusable alternative format for the ‘Ten Minute Guides’, in an 
endeavour to significantly reduce the quantity of paper used 
in printing thousands of such leaflets, is proving satisfactory 
to many of our visitors. There has been no let-up over the 
holiday weeks with large numbers of visitors flocking in at 
peak times, irrespective of services.

The first ‘in-service’ meeting for this year will be on Friday, 
19 February at 10am in the Barbara Darling Room. Our 
speaker will be our Honorary Archivist, Dorothea Rowse.
With the aim of recruiting another 12 – 15 guides, a training 
programme is being planned for later in the year. Sessions are 
open to members of parishes throughout the diocese. Keep 
free Friday mornings 22 April, 6 & 20 May, and 3 June for 
the sessions. More details later. If you are interested speak 
to Ruth Redpath, Canon Pastor or to Mary Harris, Guides’ 
Convenor.

The weeknight Bible Study group for older working adults 
in the Eastern suburbs continues meeting monthly. The 
Sunday group meeting after the 9am service continues 
strongly, especially catering for a multicultural group of 
young adults, where there is plenty of opportunity to grow 
in understanding of what it means to be a Christian. 

It is possible that other groups will commence during the 
year. Please speak to one of the clergy if you wish to be part 
of one, either on Sundays or on a week night. 

Sunday Fellowship Tea
A regular, informal time of fellowship over a cuppa and 
a piece of cake is planned to begin on the second Sunday 
afternoon of the month in March - to precede Sunday Choral 
Evensong. The regular members of that congregation and 
choir parents are particularly in mind. Please watch ‘Weekly 
Notes’ for details or speak to the Canon Pastor.
The first such tea will be on Sunday 13 March.

Ruth Redpath

FROM THE CURATE

A question I am often asked is what I do when I am not at 
St Paul’s. As some of you are aware I am currently, slowly but 
surely, completing a doctoral thesis in theology. My topic is 
“Inauthenticity as a theology of sin as dehumanisation.”  One 
of the major theologians I am utilising is John Macquarrie, 
an Anglican who has been a prolific writer over the past 
fifty years. One part of his theology which I have been 
considering recently is his understanding of human persons 
as “becoming”.  

As we begin our Lenten journey some of Macquarrie’s ideas 
may be helpful to bring along with us. Macquarrie believed 
that human persons are always on a journey of becoming 
more (or less) human by fulfilling (or not fulfilling) all of the 
potentiality placed in humanity at creation. There are two 
important ways that we go about doing this.  

Firstly, “becoming” is not done in isolation. In order to 
grow we need to have other people around us, spurring us 
to actualise our potential. Being human is not something 
that can be done alone, we need others around us. This is, 
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perhaps, a useful way to think about the community at St 
Paul’s, we are here for those around us, to support them in 
becoming more truly human.  But what does an authentic 
human look like? As the Son of God, fully God and fully 
human, Jesus is the authentic human. But did Jesus fulfil all 
possible potentialities? Certainly not - in no one life could 
anyone fulfil all potentialities. As far our lives are filled with 
limitations, our freedom is never absolute. 
 
This brings us to the second important part of becoming 
authentically human: self-denial. In Macquarrie’s theology 
self-denial is more important than self-fulfilment. We cannot 
actualise all of the possible potentialities in our lives, there are 
things that we must say ‘no’ to. As the truly authentic human 
this is what Jesus did, he was in relationship with the Father 
and sought to do his will. Jesus did not always do the things 

that ‘felt good’ he prioritised self-denial. Does this mean that 
we don’t do things that fulfil us or give us joy? Certainly not!  
But we are finite creatures, we cannot do everything and we 
cannot be human in isolation.  

As we enter this season of Lent perhaps it would be helpful 
to consider ways that we can embrace our full humanity by 
joining one of our Lenten Bible studies and fellowshipping 
with others, supporting one another as we journey to become 
truly human. We can also practice some self-denial, not to 
deprive ourselves but to help us to focus on the path that 
God has put before us, as the writer to the Hebrews says 
“throwing aside everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles so that we may run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us”. (Hebrews 12.1)

Christy Capper

ABM LENT APPEAL 2016

The Anglican Board of Missions (Australia) has, ever since 
its formation, has made an annual appeal during Lent to the 
Australian Anglican Church for its vital  work.

ABM seeks  to work through the Churches of the Anglican 
Communion in the regions around Australia. It supports 
these Churches in projects which they themselves see as vital 
to the maintenance and extension of their local mission.

This Lent the emphasis is on supporting the Church in the 
Philippines with its education and evangelism programmes 
for clergy and lay leaders; also in providing leadership training 
for the remote communities of northern Australia and the 
Torres Strait Islands communities where youth suicide rates 

are the highest in the world – something of which Australia 
should not be proud. Another project this year is the Wontulp 
Bi Buya College in Cairns which educates young people to 
make them effective leaders of their home communities 
in mainland Australia as well as in the Torres Strait Island 
communities 

An envelope for offerings  will be available each Sunday 
of Lent as well as an envelops for Good Friday which is 
especially for the desperate needs of the Church in Jerusalem 
with its hard pressed hospitals and schools.

Deny yourself a few luxuries during Lent and donate the 
money saved to the ABM for this important work.

James Brady
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF 
MUSIC

Exciting Times Ahead

The Cathedral Choir returned from holidays on Sunday 
24 January; thanks to organists Siegfried Franke, Lachlan 
Redd, and Mark Slavec for playing for Sunday services in 
January, and to those who kept up the singing (mostly in the 
congregation)! We began the year with the day of celebrations 
marking the 125th Anniversary of the Consecration of the 
Cathedral, and by singing that day the three hymns that were 
winners of our hymn competition. New music for Passion 
and Eastertide is being prepared, and we look forward  to the 
year’s music making with eager anticipation.

As I write, the Cathedral Music Team is also looking forward 
to a new phase in its life and mission. Two major shifts are 
about to take place: first, the move into the new June Nixon 
Music School on the third floor of the Cathedral Buildings; 
and second, the introduction of the Girls’ Voices of the 
Cathedral Choir and women lay clerks.

The first of these shifts is a physical one, into new, light- 
and air-filled, custom designed individual practice, rehearsal, 
and robing spaces for organists, choristers and lay clerks. The 
June Nixon Music School comprises two large spaces, one 
for choristers (named ‘The Dame Elisabeth Murdoch Room’) 
and the other for lay clerks (named ‘The Bruce Macintosh 
Room’). We are indeed grateful to the Dean and Chapter, 
and to all those who contributed (many choir parents, lay 
clerks, and staff members amongst them) to refurbish these 
spaces to serve cathedral musicians well into the future.

The second is a policy shift, begun almost 20 years ago, to 
admit women to the Cathedral Choir. The Dean writes about 
this elsewhere in Notes and News, and I am very excited to 
work with other cathedral officers and our Cathedral Girls’ 
Choir School to deliver this landmark innovation.

In addition, adult women lay clerks will be admitted to 
the choir for the first time, to provide a pathway for those 
girls who wish to continue with the Cathedral Choir at the 
end of their choristership, in much the same way as the 
post-chorister system works currently for boys and men.

We seek and are grateful for your continuing support as we 
enter this new phase of music making at St Paul’s Cathedral. 
If you have not made a gift to our Music Foundation in a 
while, or are able to increase your gift to help us meet part 
of the financial implications of these initiatives, we would be 
most grateful.

Philip Nicholls

The June Nixon (pictured above) Music School comprises two large spaces.

The Dame Elisabeth Murdoch (pictured above) Room will be used by the Cathedral Choristers.

The Bruce Macintosh (pictured above) Room will be used by the Lay Clerks.
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WHAT’S IN THE SHOP?

Christmas may be over but it seems to keep on going in the 
shop. We sell nativities all year to visitors from all parts of the 
world, and the few Christmas ornaments we have left over 
after Christmas are popular as small souvenirs from St Paul’s. 
Colourful Australian made glass Christmas decorations in 
star, angel and bell designs have been purchased as Baptism 
presents and as small simple Australian gifts for travellers 
to take home. These are the work of South Australian glass 
artist, Lorraine Zabrowarny, who also makes beautiful and 
unique glass cross pendants which sell out extremely quickly! 
If you haven’t seen them, St Paul’s Cathedral glass keyrings 
and High Altar angel pendants are also her work. She’ll be 
producing some cufflinks in the near future as well.

Some new designs have been added to our selection of prayer 
cards – the Last Supper from the High Altar, St Paul mosaic 
with the Cathedral prayer, popular poems The Weaver and 
Cross in my Pocket, and a card to celebrate the Walk with 
Mary, coming up in March.

During the quieter days of the new year I have been 
introducing some of the volunteers to the craft of bead 
bracelet making, and other beading projects. This they have 
found enjoyable and satisfying, choosing different colours 
and patterns and, with a little assistance, finishing off a piece 
which becomes stock in the shop. Next time they are rostered 
on in the shop they are excited to see their work has sold.  
The various beaded bracelets and Anglican rosaries which I 
have been making for the shop since last July are very popular 
souvenirs, filling the “locally made and exclusive to St Paul’s” 
niche. If you are interested in helping produce hand-made 
items to stock the shop, get in touch or ask at the shop. Not 
crafty?? You might be surprised by what you can make with 
a little help!

Susan Baker
New stock created for the shop by volunteers and the Shop Manager, Susan Baker.

ANGLICAN 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Anglican Historical Society (Diocese of 
Melbourne) will hold its Annual General Meeting 
in the Barbara Darling Room (St Paul’s House) on 
Wednesday, 17 February, commencing at 6.30pm.

ARTS CENTRE MELBOURNE
DOMINOES
On Saturday 6 February the Cathedral was filled with 
hundreds of dominoes as part of the 2016 Arts Centre 
Melbourne Station House Opera project: Dominoes. A trail 
of dominoes were set up and at 5pm ‘the fall’ saw thousands 
of people follow the trail through the city (including down 
the centre aisle of the Cathedral) from the State Library 
through to the Arts Centre over the Yarra.  

Conceived and directed by UK-based Station House Opera, 
Dominoes was first created as a celebration to link the five 
“host boroughs” for the London Olympics Arts Festival and 
the project has since been presented in over ten European 
cities.
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WHITE NIGHT 2016

St Paul’s Cathedral will feature prominantly during the 2016 
White Night festivities with four different art pieces taking 
place at our facilities. Cathedral Guides will join White Night 
staff to welcome thousands of visitors into the Cathedral 
throughout the night. In 2015 an estimated 50,000 people 
came into the Cathedral during the festival.

Silver Rain: Illuminated Opera 
(Music & Performance)
A captivating concoction of visuals and voices.

Award-winning sisters and rising opera sensations Kirilie 
and Ruth Blythman join forces with talented Melbourne 
projection artist Michael Carmody to create a truly immersive 
and evocative performance. Using the poetic music of 
Ricky Ian Gordon as a canvas, Silver Rain explores themes 
of nature, fantasy, creativity and time, found in the words 
of famous American poets including Langston Hughes, 
Dorothy Parker and Emily Dickinson.
Time: 7pm - 10.30pm

Luminesce (Lighting & Projections, Music & Performance)
A groundbreaking collaboration among vocal ensemble Invenio, 
video artist Robert Jarvis and composer Gian Slater, Luminesce 
melds voice, movement and projection to create a luminescent 
musical landscape.

Winner in the ‘live’ category of the 2015 International 
Visual Music Award, Luminesce explores a pattern-ori-
ented musical landscape derived from a visual perspective. 

Within the parameters of symmetry, form and velocity, 
the compositions create a new system and performative 
environment for this vocal ensemble.
Time: 11pm - 2.15am

Classical Revolution (Music & Performance)
Discover a classical oasis in the heart of White Night.

Curated to compliment the ebb and flow of the night as it 
evolves through the hours, be transported by performances 
from Australia’s most exciting and vibrant young classical 
musicians.
Time:  2.40am Ad Lib with Tim Overton
 3.20am Anon
 4.00am High St Duo
 4.40am Arcadia Quintet
 6.00am Affinity Collective

Gorilla at the Window (Lighting & Projections)
The great apes have escaped from Melbourne Zoo and now roam 
the streets of White Night.

Gorilla at the Window is a rotoscoped sequence depicting 
Johari the gorilla, interacting with zoo visitors. The source 
movie was filmed while observing the Western Lowland 
Gorillas in their enclosure at the Melbourne Zoo.
The projection will be displayed on the external Flinders 
Lane facade of St Paul’s Cathedral, overlooking City Square 
and Brunetti Café.
Time: 7pm ‘til 7am
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125ANNIVERSARY

FROM THE ARCHIVES

The Consecration of the Cathedral in 1891

The consecration of St Paul’s Cathedral took place on a 
Thursday – 22 January 1891. The ceremony was preceded 
by a garden party at Bishopscourt for 700 guests. Rain fell at 
intervals but this did not seem to cast too much of a pall and 
the reporter noted that there was plenty of bright green foliage 
to shelter under. 

The weather was kind and on the Thursday the day was 
bright and sunny but not hot. Tickets had been issued to 
2000 people, and interestingly fashionable assemblage which 
included including clergy and officials but also those social 
butterflies who which wished to say that they had been to the 
opening of the Cathedral. Before the doors opened there was a 
frightening crush as people arrived to take up their seats while 
others milled around to watch. At 10am the bells began to 
peal and at 10:30 the procession moved to the west door for 
the start of the ceremony. The procession of 300 clerics and 
choir was much admired for the lines of white ecclesiastical 
robes set off by the colours of academic hoods, and a glory of 
lawn sleeves and red robes for the Bishops. 

The consecration service was modelled on that used to 
consecrate Truro Cathedral in 1887, and included prayers 
at the font, pulpit, lectern, steps and altar. The setting used 
was Smart in F and the service seems to have included quite a 
bit of chanting by the choir, especially during the procession 
but one reporter noted that the service did not give much 
scope for a choir display. The Archbishop’s sermon earned 
many compliments and it was noted that he made himself 
heard the length and breadth of the building. The ceremonies 
concluded with Communion service at which there were 
800 communicants. 

Four hours after it had started the ceremony was over, and 
400 guests arrived at the Town Hall for lunch, many toasts 
and lengthy speeches. The solemnity of the proceedings and 
the beauty of the cathedral were agreed to be absolutely 
wonderful and promised much for the future. 

Dorothea Rowse

Image: CONSECRATION OF ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL. INCIDENTS IN THE 
CONSECRATION CEREMONY. Credit: State Library Victoria.

Contents: Clockwise from l.l.: The Primate’s Sermon , Signing the Deeds, the Lectern, the 
Choir Procession, the Primate’s Staff, Open ye the Gates, Mr. Justice Hodges with the title, 

the Dean’s Stall. 
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The Cathedral Choir at the Consecration 
Service

On 18 May 1887 the Cathedral Chapter began deliberations 
concerning the formation of the choir. It made a decision 
to establish a choir after the model of choirs in English 
cathedrals, and entrusted the Reverend Dr George William 
Torrance with the selection of the choirboys, which took 
place in January 1888. Until the opening of the Cathedral, 
the boys were educated at All Saints Grammar School, and 
rehearsed at All Saints East St Kilda. The first organist, 
Ernest Wood, arrived from England on 29 April 1889. 
Up until then, the boys were trained by Charles Truelove. 
In September 1890 the nine professional lay clerks and the 
additional singing men were appointed. 

Wood rehearsed the choir in the Cathedral for the first time 
on the two Sundays preceding the service of Consecration, 
which took place at 11am on Thursday 22 January 1891. 
The choir at the service was augmented for the occasion by 
three men and six boys from All Saints St Kilda choir and 
consisted of 24 men and 32 boys. Robert J. Shanks acted as 
Assistant Organist to Ernest Wood at the opening service.

The special order of service was identical to that used at the 
consecration of Truro Cathedral in England which took 
place in 1887. The music for the Consecration was relatively 
straightforward. Five hymns were included in the service 
and the Communion was sung to music by Henry Smart 
in F, a grand setting for choir and organ in Victorian church 
style. Psalm 24 was sung to Anglican Chant. There were two 

anthems; Come Holy Ghost by Thomas Attwood, and Who 
am I by C. H. Lloyd, the latter having been composed for 
the consecration of Truro Cathedral. Although the organ was 
not finished, the 27 of the 50 speaking stops were adequate 
for accompanying the choir and leading the congregation in 
the hymns.

The initial reports of the performance of the choir were tinged 
with a little disappointment. They noted that the choir was 
well-trained but suggested that it needed a little time to get 
used to singing in the building in order to reach its potential.

Ian Burke

Below: Photograph of the nine original Lay Clerks along with Ernest Wood (Organist)

Above: The original choirboys with Mr Charles Truelove, May 1888.
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The Founder

The central tower of St Paul’s Cathedral is, officially, the 
Moorhouse Tower and on the northwest corner of its 
first stage a statue of Bishop James Moorhouse looks out 
over Melbourne. This testifies to the judgement of his 
contemporaries that this city owes its cathedral church to the 
vision and energy of its second bishop.

Within days of his arrival in 
January 1877, Moorhouse 
recruited a Cathedral 
Committee, not to consider 
whether a new cathedral was 
necessary, but to decide on 
its site and how to fund its 
construction.

The site sub-committee 
identified four possibilities: 
the site of St James’ parsonage 
and school in William Street; Rt Revd James Moorhouse

St Paul’s church, schools and parsonage in Flinders Street; 
a site on Eastern Hill, either at St Peter’s or the Model 
School in Spring Street; and the Cathedral Reserve in East 
Melbourne. Its preference was for the St James’ site but the 
Church Assembly, meeting in July, opted for ‘such site on 
Eastern Hill as the Bishop in Council may think fit’.

However, the Government was unwilling to surrender any 
part of the Parliamentary Reserve and the Model School site 
was judged too small.

To resolve this ‘battle of the sites’, an extraordinary session 
of the Church Assembly was called for November. While St 
Peter’s enjoyed a dominant position, Dean Macartney argued 
strongly that St Patrick’s prior occupancy of this site had to 
be accepted. More significantly, the success of his lectures at 
St Paul’s had convinced Moorhouse that the new cathedral 
had to be located centrally and close to existing and proposed 
public transport. The result of the first vote was:

St Paul’s  49
St Peter’s 30
St James’ 20

With St James’ site eliminated, the final vote was:

St Paul’s  64
St Peter’s 35

Though there was still uncertainty regarding the future 
development of Melbourne, St Paul’s proximity to the 
expanding metropolitan rail network, the proposed new 
Princes Bridge and the likelihood of cable trams was the 
deciding factor.

Once the site was settled, interest focussed on the choice of 
the architect.  It had been expected that that there would be 
a competition which would attract entries from Victoria and 

the other colonies.  This was so resolved by the new Cathedral 
Erection Board on 3 December only to be rescinded eight 
days later.  Instead, on 17 December 1877, Sir William 
Stawell moved that ‘in the first instance an application be 
made to Mr Butterfield for designs of a cathedral’.

The central tower of St Paul’s Cathedral is called the Moorhouse Tower,  
named after Bishop James Moorhouse.

Architect william Butterfield

Moorhouse would have been 
familiar with Butterfield’s 
work in England and it seems 
likely that the members of 
the Cathedral Erection Board 
(all but one of whom were 
English migrants) would 
have shared the Bishop’s 
unspoken assumption that an 
established English architect 
was more likely to produce 
a satisfactory design than a 
local one. To protests from 
the Victorian Institute of 

Architects at their exclusion from consideration, Moorhouse 
replied that ‘Butterfield was the best known architect in the 
world for the purpose’.

On 22 January 1878, the Board’s secretary wrote to Butterfield 
inviting him to design a Cathedral ‘in early English passing 
into Decorated’ and ‘in stone not brick’.  

Moorhouse was translated to Manchester in 1886 before 
the Cathedral was completed but his decisions on site and 
architect were determinative for our Cathedral.

+James Grant



13

Construction of the Cathedral spires - c. 1926
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THE CHAPTER HOUSE

Designed by noted English architect William Butterfield, 
The Chapter House was for decades a meeting place for 
church leaders.

The Chapter House was built in 1891 in neo-Gothic style. 
Butterfield’s original octagonal design was altered into a 
splendid rectangular building to better accommodate the 
needs of the church at the time. By 1985 The Chapter House 
was no longer used for its original purpose and the building 
gradually fell into disrepair.

It was not until 1994 that extensive renovation began; to 
faithfully restore and convert the building to an outstanding 
function venue.

From 1996 - 2015 The Chapter House was leased to 
Peter Rowland Catering and took on a new life as one of 
Melbourne’s premier function spaces. On 31 December 
2015 the catering company concluded their 20 year lease of 
The Chapter House. We anticipate that new tenants will be 
ready to move into the space from mid-2016.

From February to the end of June 2016 
the Chapter House will be available for 
individual bookings. The magnificent hall 
is perfect for a variety of functions from 
musical or theatrical performances, to 
formal dinners, to cocktail functions or 
corporate meetings. 

The Cathedral will be making a 20% discounted rate 
available to members of the congregation who may wish to 
hire the hall for an event during this time. Take advantage 
of this offer available for a limited time and consider The 
Chapter House for your upcoming event. 

Booking enquiries should be made to the Cathedral Office: 
events@stpaulscathedral.org.au or ring the office on: 
03 9653 4333.

Capacity
• 120 banquet (rounds or long tables)
• 200 theatre style
• 280 cocktail

Facilities available
• 100 chairs
• 12 tables (round)
• 12 tables (rectangle)
• Yamaha Baby Grand Piano
• Commercial grade prepping kitchen

Photo credits: Peter Rowland Catering events in The Chapter House
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BOOK LAUNCH

Ian Burk, Ernest Wood and the Foundation 
of the Musical Tradition at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Melbourne—A Documented 
History (Australian Scholarly Publishing, 
2016)

On Sunday 21 February following the 6pm service of Choral 
Evensong Bishop James Grant will officially launch this new 
title by Ian Burk. The launch will be held in the Barbara 
Darling Room. All are welcome to attend. 

The book focuses on an aspect of nineteenth-century imperial 
opportunism: the attempt to transplant and establish a 
curiosity of English and Anglican culture in Australia, the 
English Cathedral Music tradition (an all-male choir, of 
boy choristers and professional choir men, with an exclusive 
choir school for the education of the boys) notably at the 
newly-built St Paul’s Cathedral in pre-Federation Melbourne.

It explores the religious, musical and cultural motives and 
reasons for establishing and preserving such a tradition 
and documents its implementation and organisation by 
the Cathedral authorities, public personalities, and the first 
organist, Ernest Wood.

ORDINATION OF 
DEACONS - 6 FEBRUARY

We give thanks for the response to God’s call to serve him 
in ministry of our sixteen new deacons: Colleen Michelle 
Arnold-Moore, Paul Thomas Carr, Samuel Crane, Michael 
Francis Danaher, Ruth Elizabeth Hanlon, Mark Andrews 
Juers, Louise Agnes Lang, Amanda Louise Lyons, Breeana 
Mills, Elizabeth Jennifer Murray, Conrad Trent Parsons, 
John Alan Raike, Matthew James Smith, Benjamin Olof 
Soderlund, Anthony John Stones and Duku Chaplain 
Wolikare. May God richly bless their ministry.



Sunday  8:00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
  9:00 am  Family Communion 
    Service
  10:30 am Choral Eucharist
  6:00 pm   Choral Evensong 
    (First Sunday of the  
    month –  
    Choral Eucharist)

Monday  12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Evening Prayer

Tuesday  12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong
  6:15 pm  Service of Prayer for 
    Healing 

Wednesday 12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong

Thursday 9:00 am  Eucharist
  12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong

Friday  12:15 pm Eucharist
  5:10 pm  Choral Evensong

Saturday 10:00am  Mandarin Language  
    Service
  12:15 pm Eucharist

Public Holidays 12:15 pm Eucharist

Note: Choral Evensong is replaced with Evening Prayer 
during School holidays

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

Cathedral Prayer
Almighty God, 
who caused the light of the gospel 
to shine throughout the world 
through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: 
grant that we may follow him in bearing witness to your truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
Amen.

St Paul’s Cathedral Melbourne
209 Flinders Lane
Melbourne
Victoria 3000

Tel. (03) 9653 4333
welcome@stpaulscathedral.org.au
www.stpaulscathedral.org.au

Like us on facebook.com/stpaulscathedral
Follow us on twitter.com/stpaulscathmelb

ABN 24 056 161 515

Cathedral Clergy: 
The Dean The Very Reverend 

Dr Andreas Loewe: 
9653 4333

The Precentor  The Reverend Canon 
Heather Patacca: 
9653 4306

Canon Pastor  The Revd Canon 
Dr Ruth Redpath AO: 
9653 4333

Associate Priests  The Reverend Canon 
James Brady: 9653 4304

   The Reverend 
Christopher Carolane
The Reverend Jill Firth

   The Reverend Richard Trist
Healing Ministry  The Reverend 
Coordinator   Alex Kornaczewski 

Assistant Curate  The Reverend Christy Capper: 
   9653 4210
 
Cathedral Office 
Cathedral Administrator Mr Trevor Whittaker: 

9653 4302
Communications  Ms Meg Nelson:
And Events Manager 9653 4305
Events Assistant  Ms Sophia Hoare
   9653 4210
Shop Coordinator  Ms Susan Baker:
   9653 4311

Vergers:   Mr Peter Dwyer (Dean’s Verger) 
   Mr Gladwin Hughes
   Mr Brett Murphy 
   Mr Tim Denyer 
   Mr Joshua Patacca
   
Music Department:
Director of Music  Mr Philip Nicholls: 
   9653 4314
Cathedral Organist Mr Siegfried Franke
Sub-Organist  Mr Lachlan Redd
Assistant Organist Mrs Roslyn Carolane

Warden of Servers Mr Rob Till
Captain of the Bell Ringers Mr Richard Laing
Welcome Team  Contact the Precentor: 
   9653 4306
Flower Guild  Contact the Precentor: 
   9653 4306
Cathedral Guides  Mrs Mary Harris
Hospitality Group  Ms Ann Brady
Planned Giving   Ms Dorothea Rowse
Administrator
Friends of the Cathedral Mrs Sally Petty
Anglican Historical Mr Roger Meyer OAM
Society Secretary
Archives   Ms Dorothea Rowse
 
Notes & News Editor  
and Designer:  Ms Meg Nelson

CATHEDRAL DIRECTORY


